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bitches! JI admire them immensely; they are just the stamp for a hill pack, -he 
Master threvthem into one of the little coverts which4re numerous in this region, and 
a fox was aimost imuediately holloaed away from Harn Park Copse, aa hounds sunk the 
jeaminster Vale and ran a large ring until they reachedtthe chalk hills of beaminster 
Jown, where a fresh fox crossed the line and took hounds off the first one, ‘he 


Master gave up his first fox - somewhat abruptly, I thought = after thirty minutes! | 


hunting, though scent was nothing to boast of on the Jowns. Cox's gorse was tle next 
draw, and as usual, did not keep us waiting ver: long. uickly and guietly homds 
slinped ae of the covert on the east side, and though scent served enough to keep us 
galloping on, it was not racing until the latter part of what proved to be one of 
the best runs of the seasons, away over the loller Down cauntry we galloped (well 
known to Jem Treadwell of old, who used to say that it was 'as good a scenting country 
as any of the hill country in the County of Dorset'), the pace improving as we 
galloped on, The late Captain Fitzroy always loved this hill country, and Lord 
Guilford used to swear by it during his Masterhip, and I, for one, agree with those 
men of experience. Hounds ran to Benville Lane, where they turned sharp left and 
took us at a steadily increasing pace, in a perfectly straight line westward for 
seven miles to liorn Park, where the only check of any importance took place, the pace 
being racing, up to this point. On the hill that commands a view of this fine, wild, 
and thoroughiy sporting country, I took a pull at my tired horse ,uand ipokedt back on 
a scene that was certainly sporting. Horsemen se .ttered all through the line of 
country we had crossed; here a welterweight, out on a new investment — and a good one 
too — blown to a standstill; there an admiral flying signals of distress on my port 


bow; and four or five other sportsmen scattered about the country, ekther off their 


nacs, or going very queers; and grief was very comuon. One man had landed on his 
head into a green lane just in front of me, on a blown horse 3; while my own horse 
nearly came down with me over two feet of wattle fencing, and could only just wag 
when i brought him up at the weleane check at Horn Park Copse. Thank goodness for 
that check! It let myself and several others up, or else a good many of us would 


never have seen the death of this gallant fax, which took place when hounds had 
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foreed him into the open, He was pointing for Potwell Copse, but turning short , 


with his back arched, and his tonme lolling out » Was run into and killed - after as 
good a hill rum, taking points and everything into consideration, as I have ever seen 
over Dorsetshire in twenty-one seasons. ‘The pace was good enough all the way; and 
was racing over loller Dovm and Deaminster Down towards the latter part of this fine 
hunt. In every way, this was a great 'Huntsman's run', The perticularly clever way 
that hounds stuck to the line at the very critical moment of running into Hom Park 
Copse, where a brace of fresh foxes was viewed away; the skill of the Master in hitti 
off the line at the check, so thet hounds stuck to the hunted fax; and the boldness 
of this good fox in again facing the open and yee for Fotwell Copse are outstand; 
His final point was at least two miles fran Korn Park Copse, across an ocean af deep 
holding grassland; which of course he failed to reach, after standingup before hounds 
for an hour and ten minutes, with only one check, make this run that will not be 
easily forgotten, even in this very sporting Shire, for many a long day." 

"These hounds met on Boxing Day at Little Toller, It was the perfecti on 

of a — morning, with everything to outside appearances conducise to good sport, 
4 large Field turned out to meet the Master, and wish him a 'Happy Christmas and 
many of them', amongst whom were lir. and Miss Martin, Mr and Mrs Nargreaves, Calonel 
Papillon, the Messrs Gundry,(both on blood ones, with a view, we suspect, to the local 
Point-to-Point Races), Mr. Egerton Leigh, Mir, Frank Pope (discarding fob the dar the 
agricultural dpression), Miss Dorothy Chandos Pole, lr. G.Gundry, and his hard-riding 
brother the 'Doctor', and a host of others, whose. names I cannot recard without 

taking too much space, at 11.15 we threw off and a move was made to tiynford Wood, lo 
sooner were hounds in the covert than three couple threw their tongues and, with a 
cheer from the liaster, the chorus was taken up by the rest of the pack, and round the 

Wood they rattled Charlie to sane purpose, At last, fran the ton Side, the welcame 
| cry of 'Gone away' came to us, and off we galloped to the holloa as fast as our nacs 
could lay hoofs to the ground. On reaching the top of the hill we saw hounds sream= 
ing out of the covert to the Master's horn, and we sat down in our sdddles, thinking 
"What a clinker we are in for!" The hounds race avayr and $0 do we after them & a 
lovely-Looking fence,= when a yell of 'barbed wire! fram a humane sportsman sives us 


——— i i i 


just time to pull up and discower through the inviting obstacle, a strand of barbed 


wire, cruel and wicked enough to turn over an elephant, jie then swing to the left | 


and reaching a gate, see hounds racing away towards Compton Withy-bed, Another gate or 
so help us, and then thinking we must be outoof danter, we prepare to enjoy the gall 


but all to no purpose. 'Wire to the front of them; wire to left of them; wire to 


right of them', was the cry; so we had nothing for it but dive into a muddy cart-track 
and pound along it until out of danger, Below Shatcombe a check gave us time to make 
enquiries, when we learned that the 'wired! country was the property of, and farmed 
by Lord Wynford; and that not only does he put up this barbarous fence all over his 
estate, but by his example, encourages others to do so. iihilst ruminating on this, 
the Master casting forward, hit off the line again, which the pack settling dom to, 
| took us merrilv on to Barrowlands » where — thank goodness - we were, we were told, 


out of danger. a holloa from the top from the ist Whipper-in took us back, but, alas- 


| into the 'barbed parrot-cage! again, fran which we had just escaped, However, hounds 
; were running like smoke, and luckily seemed able to avoid danger; but soon the now 
familiar cry of 'ware wire' reached our ears once more » and while hounds were leaving 
) nest Vood to their left and turning towards Egeardon Hill, we dodged from gate to 
| gate; but at last seeing a fence in front of us, we turned at it just in time to see 
Colonel Papillon's horse's tail in the air, and horse and man disappeared with a 
| _ crash, hen we reached the Colonel, he was on his feet, standing by his horse, which 
was bleeding badly and the picture of woe - a victam of this accursed 'Wire', Whilst 
we were helping to ! pick up the pieces! and examining the horse's hurts, and damning 
very generally all erectors of barbed wire fences, hounds slipped away from us, and 
the last we saw of them, they were racing through Barrowlands and across the Bridport 
road and railway in the direction of Hooke Park, where they accounted for their fox," 
On March 8th, 1894, Mr. Coryton, Master of the Dartmoor, and several member 
of his Hunt came up to see what the Cattistock could do, and were the guests of Mr, 


Chandos Pole, who the previous evening gave a dinner at the Yacht Club, Weymouth, 


Meedless to say, it was a very cheery one, and two billiard matches » in which the 


rival Hunte were pitted against each other, resulted in each winning a game, 
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"The meet was at Upwey Village, where Mr. Mavo gave us a capital breakfast 
and a warm weleane, Hounds found at once at Westbrook Copse, and ran at a good pace 
over the downs above Upwey, leaving Friar Waddon to the left in the bottom, over 


Ridgeway and Waddon Down, to Blagdon Hill, and killed their fox in the open below the 


Monument. «4 nice rum of fifty minutes, 

“We found our second fox near Hewish Osier Copse and hounds ran fast over 
the meadows to ground in a drain under a road, Golted this fox with the terrier, and 
he ran away for thirty minutes more, by Friar wWaddon and then on to Upwey Village, 
and was killed in a kitchen garden at that place. Tome:- about one hour altogether, 
ve did not do much with our third fox, wind and rain caning on, so the aster took 
hounds home, after a good Sporting day," 

"On March 9th, the Cattistock met at otratton Village, a fa jumped up in 
a large ploughed field, and hounds ran at racing pace towards Frampton, where they 
turned to the right, leaving Cerne Village to the left, over the Cerne Rivers and, 
breasting Black Hill with very few with them, they ran on to Alton Pancras, and over 
the hills to Plush, past the Fox Inn, near which there was a check, On hitting off 
the line again, they went on by armswell, nearly into Lord Portman's country, then 
on to liettlecanbe Font, to ground in the South Dorset country, after a very fine run 
of one hour and fifty minutes, with pace, a nine~mile point, and twelve miles as 
hounds ran, The bitch pack worked extremely well," 

"On March 10th, the Cattistock met at Hook Park, A fine morning anda large 
Field out. We did not find, for a wonder, in the Wood, but hounds roused an outlier 
and we had a good hunt in the valley, over a strongly-fenced bit of country, marly to 
Kingeanbe, and lost, after a nice gallop of thirty minutes, The Master then drew 
Ridge Copse, but I had to leave, and have not heard what they did Subsequently, But 
we had good sport, and our Dartmoor friends will doubtless carry back pleasant 
memories of the Uattistock country," 

"In the Spring of 1895, ir. Coryton paid a return visit to his frient, and 
few more interesting meets ever took place within the boundaries of the very sport ing 


County of Yorset than that of Tuesday, April 2nd, when, by invitation of kr. Chandos 
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Pole, the Dartmoor Hounds came all the way from distant Vevon to have two days! 
hunting in Vorsetshire. Toller Yow Gate, in the middle of the country, was the tryst 
selected by the Master of the Cattistock for their first day, A fine morning and a 
twelve o'clock meet brought together a very representative Field; and the meeting 
between lir. Chandos Pole, of Hadbourne Hall, Derbyshire, and Mr. W. Coryton of 


Pertillie Castle, Cornwall, will long remain fresh in the memory of many sportsmen 


and wanen, many of whom came a great distance, fran many a far country; while all the 


neighbouring packs were represented, to greet lir. Coryton and his hounds on their 
first appearance in the County, 

"A closed carriage and pair from Crewkerne station brought up the Master 
of the Dartmoor, who must have been about pretty early that morning to catch the 6.00 
o'clock train fran Ivybridge, near Flymouth, in order to meet his hounds at iolier 
Down Gate at twelve; the Dartmoor hounds, hunters, and servants having travellei up 
to Dorset by the G.i.R. to liaiden Newton stations. ir. Chandos Pole welcomed his 
Cornish friend warmly, and at once gave the order for Cox's Gorse, a well-known and 
favourite draw of the Squire of Radbourne and present iaster of the Cattistock Hounis, 

Mr. Coryton put his fifteen couple of hounds = a mixed lot - into covert in a trice, 
and in five minutes, Jack Higman, his First “hipper-in, viewed a fox breaking covert 
on the South side. For fifteen minutes hounds ran smartly; threw up in a grass field; 
spread like a swarm of bees over a flower bed ; made their own cast, every nose down, 
and hit off the line on a cold scent, A three-quarter circle was made » but in twerty- 
five minutes every vestice of scent had died away; and they trotted on to farsonare 
Copse and found again, but this fax being headed by the crowd, got to ground, 

‘A third fox was a disappointment » thanks to the earthstopper, and though 
he wert «way boldly, was marked to cround in a hanger within ten minutes, ‘The 
Rampisham coverts, as usual, held a fox; which gave us a very pretty forty-five 
minutes by Rampisham Village, leaving Wraxall Church iéft-handed, and over the srass 
nearly all through lelbury Park, with the Dartmoors “a=physicking on him" all the way 
and the band playing sweet music, In Melbury Park, at 5:00 p.m, Mr. Loryton vwrisely 


called off, as deer and fresh faxes were ahead, but the rum in the evening was very 
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pretty, and mace up for any deficiency of points earlier in the day, 
“On the following day, the Cattistock took the field, lMelbury rark, as 
usual, looked lovely in the stil » soft, Spring morning, especially with the mixed 


pack grouped near Lord Ilchester'!s home, Most of our usual Field having gme off to 


the b.V. Point-to-Point meeting at Lewiston-in-the-Vale, there were only a few out, 


Hounds ran a ring with a elbury=bred fox who would not make his point; but our second 
fox found in helbury Bubb Vopse, ran into the Vale and over into the 3B.V. country for 
a short distance when he turned for the Chalk Hill again and we lost him. Drew Hill 
Corner, Favour Hill, and drawing and finding at Hastwood, and running very nicely by 
fed Fost Barn, above Sydling Villace on the Downs after a good hunt ing rum of over an 
hour," 

"On Thursday, April Ath, the Cattistock 'Middle pack' met, in the fine 
vpring weather, at Forston Village. A good field, inciluding Mr. and lirs, Coryt ons 
and a quick find - George, the lst whipper-in, viewing him as he skirts lorston Gorse» 
Then a hundred and fifty of us all sit dom to ride, as hounds run, and quickly too, 
over the Yowns and into the water-meadows, Fox, hounds, and ‘ield, now cross the 
river Cerne (a lovely trout stream), and get away over the Vowns again, across the 
iwe Leazes, and rim to ground on Black Hill Down, where they leave their fox. Time:- 
fifty minutes, 

"Kinggrove Copse, in the South Dorset country, but neutral with the Cattis- 
tock, is now drawn, and a fox jumps out of a chalk pit hard by. With a good ste ady 
holding scent they take him at a useful pace, to Godmnst me Gorse, and running over 
a lot of hill country for an hour and 30 minutes, up to this gorse, where our sinking 
fox puts up a brace of bright gay foxes, fresh and clean, while our hunted one lies 
down in the gorse, having given us a fine run. The Field now come up sobbing, and it 
is impossible to stop the hounds, So they change and rm like blazes for an hour, 
leaving Charminster village, making two hours and 30 minutes' hunting, A good day's 
sport, blood only being wanting to make things perfect; some of the few who went on 
with the hounds from Godmanstone Gorse could have done with their second horses, but 


never was a second horseman seen for miles, The Dartmoor contingent did not want a 
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bog to steady them today, and many a groom in the vattistock and neighbouring muntrie 
had all he knew to get today's hunters quite canfortable, lo those who wernt all 
through the day was a severe one; and several people got in late in the evening to 
their stable-yards, The chase was toasted in more than one country house in Jarset- 
shire, and the dinner party at eydling Court wes a very cheery one that night, 
On Friday, april 5th, the Dartmoor hounds oo at tidge Hill Gate. A large 
Field met to weldome the liaster of the Vartmoor and his very Sporting mixed pack; ad 
by the time Mr. Coryton threw his hounds into Hewish Osiers, the scene was a brilliart 
one, with quite two hundred and fifty sportsmen and women by the covert-side, Hewish 
Osiers was blank, but Dairyhouse Copse found a real Dorset-bred one 3 no “Saltash luck" 
this time, said one Cornishman to another, as the Squire of Pentillie in that wild 
vestern Shire tootled his fifteen couples out on the west side of the covert, amd the 
Field began riding for a place: over the Waddon Vale, across the waddon Brook, with 
five in at a times; a horse caught in a gateway further on (a nasty accident) ard 
hounds racing by Shelvingt on, Hodden Manor, Wyke ood, Clover Farm, and then a check 
which gave the read guard a chences; but only for a minute - for ir. Coryton matte 
his cast at a gallop and did not waste time, 4 holloa for'rard and the dine is talen 
up again and we run out of the vale and on the chalk hills of Blagdon Hill andthe 
lonument country = rabbit-holes and the devil to pay for those with bad shoulders 
here - then, getting clear of these, hounds force their fax close to Winterboume 
Village, over lown Down and into the 'rampton Coverts, where they lose him after a 
very fine hunt of me hour and forty-five minutes, That we changed is certain, but 
the run was a good one and the country rode beautifully all through. Found ou 
second fox in lr. Sheridan's covert at Frampton Court, and ran for fifty minutes by 
bradford Flantation, past Bradford House (Mr. lidcleton's) to the Bardford feverell 
Coverts, where lr. Coryton had to blow off, he having to catch his train for the West 
at Maiden Newtm Station as it was nearly 5.00 p.m. by this time, Hard luck that he 
could not break up a Dorsetshire fa before leaving the countrys and harder stil] 
on the fifteen couples that worked so well, that they could not paint their faces 
with the blood of 4 Cattistock fox, which they so well deserved, The morning run 
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this day was exceptionally good, and wiil not soon be forgotten," What fun that 


sporting visit of the Dartmoor must have been! 


And now we come to the next season, kr. Rodd's diary continues:- 
"Saturday, January 4th, 1896, Fine, open, Winter weather, Hunted with the Catt istock 


Hounds. Met at South Perrott Village. Found in Lord Portman's New Covert and ran at 


a slapping pace over the Crewkerne Vale, skirting Colonel Hill Copse, to North 
Perrott anor, where they marked to ground in a Spinney in the Park, Found our secaid 
fox in Lord Portman's New Covert, but could do nothing with him; so trotted on to 
lyewater Copse and found at once » running for Crocky Moor Gorse and turning back by 
veston Gullies; by Wynyard's Gap, and round nearly to Toller Down; but ran him to 
ground close to :eston House, after a splitting 30 minutes, with grass all the way." 
"Saturday, February 2nd, Fine and mild. Hunted with the vattistock Hounds. Meé at 
South Perrott Village; found at Ball's Copse and ran a ring by Mosterton Down, but 
lost him between Seaborough and Mosterton. Our second fax jumped out of a hedgerow 
and we ran to ground in an Osier Bed near axeknoller Farm in about ten minutes, Fourd 

our third fax at Cox's Gorse and ran by Corscombe Village to Leigh Water and on to 
Pen Wood, thence to the Holts, where we changed foxes and ran over the Vale by South 
Perrott Village, to ground in a drain near the Crewkerne -Beaminster road; bolted 
him and ran across the 3.\/.Railway, by North Perrott Village, and on to Hazelbury 
Park Copse, and then to ground in the Holts; after a very fine hunt of three hamrs, 
Only eight horses up at the finish," 

"Tuesday, March 17th(St.Patrick's Day) Left home for Sydling Court to 
stay. look the train to Maiden Newton Station, where I had sent on my horse, and rode 
across to -ydling Court, 

"March 16th. Hunted with the Cattistock Hounds. Met at Dogberry Gate, 
Found in a covert near the meet and rana ri ng by Mount Silver, to eround in a drain 
in 30 minutes, Bolted and killed this ofx. Found another in Saat Hill Gorse, and 


ran by Minterne village and New Barn, back to Rast Hill, and thence to Upeerne ood, 


where they lost him, found our third fox in Sydling Wood; ran by Home Wood, by Hay d 


10 


“ood; tured left-handed and ran to Frame *ark Copse, and killed near oydling Wood, 
after a nice hunt of about an hour, This makes 51 brace of foxes killed by the 


Cattistock Hounds this season, "! 


"Friday, March 20th, Wet and windy and foggy, Very rough weather al] day, Hunted 
with the Cattistock Hounds. Met at. Gorwell Village, Found in Fink Wood ami ram over 
the Vowns to Long Copse. Scent very bad and fog getting worse, waster blew off and 
went home early, 
"January 2n¢,1897, The day broke bright and still and the sun was quite warm, A 
sharp white frost early, A bit too gaudy for scert, though a delightful day to be 
out. The Cattistock met at liosterton. The 'Big Pack! was out, looking bright ad 
clean; they are certainly a grand lot, and I like them better this season than befo re, 
and have never seen the Big Pack look better - and this after twenty-five seasons, 
the Cattistock Big Pack at the present time excel where So many big hounds fail - viz, 
in not having a heavy, throaty, clumsiness about them. there is nothing of this wit 
them and many of the hounds have perfect necks and shoulders. Pecknore Copse was the 
first draw, and in five minutes after the Master had thrown in to the covert, a brace 
were away ~ and well, too. 'Give me Peckmore! » poor Lord Guilford used to Say. The 
earl had three fine runs fran thot covert, and I have never seen a Smarter or prettier 
find from Peckmore than the one this morning, since the days to which I refer, now 
some seasons ago, Our fox broke at the top side, away fran the Vale, and a forty- 
acre field of deep plough uphill is not the best of a start, Especially with so much 
beautiful sound grass in the vale of the Axe on the South side of the covert elose by. 
They ran on to Rocks Ratch Copse and on to ULlapton Court, where they turned left- 
handed ard got on grass in the vale of the axe, and 'The Squire' held them on to near 
Drimpton Village, with a failing scent; then by owillett's Copse; scent after the 
first fifteen minutes being hopeless; then close to 3 eaborough Farm, hounds gotoon to 
a traveller - not our hunted fox, 1 think = and ran across the Axe Bale to Little 
Windsor Copse, either to ground sanewhere, or out of scent. Hounds ran well across 


the pastures of the River Axe Vale for a few bright rosy minutes, and the large Field 


seemed to like the sound galloping grass of this region. ie did not actually run 
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into the Taunton Vale country, but were within an ace of do’ ng So once or twice today, 
the check at Little “indsor Copse gave those with second horsemen out a chance of 
luncheon and fresh pipes to play on = not that a second horse was ever required today, 
nor in nineteen cases out of twenty this season - though they are useful €nough at 
times. At 2.00 o'clock hounds were drawing Mosterton Dowm Copse, with a January sun 
the Newtear beaming genial rays upon the field, Oh, for a scent! Hounds did run 
for a bit and took their fox by Henley Farm and on to -eaborough Court, and then ran 
out of scent acain, Then home = it was home, wasn't it? No - Kitwhistle Gorse will 
be drawn on the way home — I hope. 4 very enjoyable day for the field, a very dis- 
appointing one for Huntsman and hounds. 4 little more scent, and it would have be~@ 
@ good day, “here were plenty of foxes, a nice, varied country, with a good allover 
of sound old grass, and fences honest, safe, and rideable for those who like lepping,. 
‘The Cattist ck have been having good sport lately, and there is every 
reason to believe on the best authority that the mn (I believe it was the last day 
of the old year) when they met at Castle Hill and found in a covert on the extreme 
Northeastern end of their country, bordering on the 5.V.country, was exceptionally 
good in every way] I was not there, so will not attempt to write but the faintest 
outline of what happened, and I trust to be forgiven if wrong, inding in the above- 
mentioned covert » Close to Fulham, they ran out into this Blackmore Vale for some 
distance, and turning, came to the Hills in the vicinity of interne, and then running 
by alton Pancras, killed their fa after one hour and twenty minutes. This hunt must 
have been over a very sporting and varied country - first in the Vale, and then on 
to the Chalk Hills, Hounds ran at a great pace and the performance and the sport 
were of the best,!! 
Wiss Alys cerrell, speaking of the Sport in lir. Chandos Pole's tame ,writes, 

in her book “With Hound and Terrier in the Field", = "I enjoyed many & good gallop 
with the Cattistock and one very good hunting run that I ean recall, when hounds ran 
from Glanvilles Wootton and killed their fox handsomely at the end of an hour and 
forty-five minutes, lir, Chandos Pole was a capital Huntsman and showed excellent 


sport, and he was a wonderful rider = in Spite of his weight. I do not think I ever 
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rode over so many trappy places as in that hunt from Glanvilles “ootton, but my good 
“Valentine” mever put a foot wrong all day," 

Apparently Chandos Pole decided to resign the “astership at the end do the 
season of 1896-97, for at a meet ing of the Committee, held on Mebruary 13th, 1897, 
& letter from him to the Chairman, Lord Digby, was read, which contained his res igna- 
tion: and in spite of the fact that a notion asking him to reconsider his decisdon was 
carried unanimously and communicated to iim, he stated that he was unable to do so, 4 
General Meeting of subscribers and friends of the Cattistock Hunt was held at the 
King's Arms a few days later, The Chair was baken by Lord Vichy, end there was a large 
gathering of hunting men - lLandovmers and tenant farmers = of the Vattistock country, 

Lord Digby said that the Commiitee of the Hunt thought it advisable to call 
a meet thet day in order that he might formally announce to them lr. Chandos Pole's 


resignation of the wastership of the hounds - an announcement which he was sure they 
would receive with very deep i tat it was in January that he had received a letter 
from l/r, Chandos =Pole informing him that he found it necessary to resign the laster- 
ship. He at once asked the secretary to summon a meééting, and at the meeting the 
Committee had unanimously asked ur. Chandos-Pole to reconsider his decision, but he 
regretted to savy that bhe appeal to him had been in vain. He said he found that 
living so far ashe did from his seat and property in erbyshire, he was unable to giv e 
it that personal supervision it absolutely reauired, and he deepniy regretted hay ing to 
sever his connection with them as } aster of the Cattistock Hounds. As they were 
well aware, ir. Chendos-Pole came to them nine vears ago a perfect stranger, jlo persan 
could have hunted the country ina more Ssportsmanlike or liberal manner than he had, 
ihen he undertook the las vership of the hounds » he ergared to hunt the country three 
three davs a week, As they well knew, he had hunted it 4 days a week « freouently 55 
and ocassicnally 6,— and the Sport he had shown could not be improved upon. ie was 
sure they would not like this opportunity to pass without his moving a vote of thanks 
to him, and he did so in the following terms ;:= "That our worthy oecretary, vr.Colfox, 
be asked to convey to Mr, Vhandos-Fole, in the name of the Hunt generally, the deep 
regret with which they had réceived his resignation and to thank hia for the very 


liberal and snortsmanlike manner in which he has hunted the country for the past 9 


a 


Scason," Mr. John Vhick, in seconding the vote of thanks, said that it came upon 
them as a surprise when Li. ‘“nandos-pole decided to give up nunting their country, 
“fter the many kindnesses of Vericus sorts which they had received from him he was 
sorry that he should have come to that decision, He could only repeat what their 
noble Chairman had already said about oP. Vhandos-Fole = that he hunted the comtry 


in a most liberal manmer, ie had kept a good pack of hounds and a good stud, and in 


every respect there had been hothing Left to desire, sever would they forget the 
great hospitality and kindness which lr. Vhandos-Pole had shown them at ~ydling Court 
and many whom he had invited to iadbourne in Jerbyshire. The vote of thanks was 
carried by acclamation. 

the Chairman said thet after the receipt of lr. Chandos-Fole's ietter, 

the Committee considered what steps they sould take for carrying on the hounds, 

Various names were mentioned, and thev finally decided that they would be very 

fortunate indeed if they could induce hr, Hargreaves to accept the Mastership, The 
Committee approached him and he was gldd to Say that hr, Hargreaves looked upon it 
with a favourable eye. lost of those present lmew ur. Hargreaves pretty well, certai 

as a first-rate rider and a thoroughiy good Sportsman. He believed thet while Mr, 
Hargreaves was at ton he acted a ist whip and afterwards as aster of the beagles, 
which was no bad training. His father, too, kept hounds, so that he was intimately 
acquainted with kennel management, thus, if they looked throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, he did not think that they would find a person better qual fied 
to succeed lr. Chandos-Pole as waster, and he had much pleasure in proposing him as 
vr. Yhandos-Pole's successor. lr. Vhandos=Pole had engaged to hunt the country 3 
days a week; lir. Hargreaves had promised to hunt it 4 days, of course, weather 
permitting. 

ir. “ymes of Kingston lussell seconded the proposition and Said that, 

speaking for the tenant farmers, he was quite certain th they would be deli chted 
to know that Mr. “argreaves was going to take the country and would do for him « as 
they had done for Mir, Vhandos-Pole = their utmost to preserve foxes and try to find 


oné for him whenever he came into their several districts, There was ] thing he 
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wished to say, Mr, Hargreaves was a strong and good rider and » as they would be 
extremely sorry if they were to see him laid up with a broken limb at the begim ing 


of the season, and themselves left without a Master, he appealed to all tenants 


having barbed wire to take it down and thus prevent the risk of such : casualty, The 
mot: on for Mr. Hargreaves! election was then put to the meeting and carried by accla 
tion, 

John Hargfeaves, in returning thanks » Said that he was proud to hunt a 
country where there wassuch excellent feeling shown towards foxhunting, and where 
there were so good a lot of farmers. Indeed, there was no County in England with a 
better lot of farmers and kindlier feeling towards hunting, For his part, he wuld 

do the best he possible could to show sport, and all they wanted was earths well 
Stopped and foxes plentiful. As to barbed wire, it was very often put up thoughtless] 
by persons who thought "hounds will not go this way, it will not matter." But they 
never knew where a fox might g0. Hounds and horses were cut and riders often got 
tosses over the wire - he himself had had several that year, A little trouble t aken, 
and a few words spoken to influential people in the country would not only prevent 
more wire from being put up, but also get most of it taken dom. There were certain 
"black spots' where it was difficult to get it taken dom, but he hoped that every- 
one would do their best, Again he thanked them and assured them of his best efforts 
to give them sport. 

Vr. T.A.Colfox, the newly-appointed honorary Secretary, said that he wished 
to make a statement as to ways and means, Up to that point, all had seemed perfectly 
straightforward, but he thought that everyone ought to know that there had been a 
auestion of money involved 3; and that had only been met by great liberality on the 
part of one or two gentlemen, notably their Chairman, The Committee had made an 
arrangement with Mr. Hargreaves guaranteeing 41,000 a year, and in addition to that, 
lord Digby, with the help he believed, of one or two friends, had most generously 
agreed to make himself responsible for an additional 5500 a year. he would remind 


them that foxhunting ~ like other sports = had to be paid for. They could not enjay 


sport without putting their hands into their pockets, and foxhunting was one of the 
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most expensive Sports, His remarks were not meant to apply to farmers ~- they had 
contributed their Share, and it was souetines a very large share, by preserving foxes 
and allowing the Hunt to cross their land, There were other gentlemen to whom t hey 
looked to help them with funds, but there were some men who perhaps did not appreciate 
how necessary it was to pay for the sport which they had, In some countries a limit 
was fixed, but their Committee had never thaght it wise to adopt that course, and had 
thought it best to leave it to the good sense and right feeling of gentlemen wip 
hunted to subseribe what they felt able, and it was not for him to suggest a limit, 
but he thought it well to mention what was dme in many other countries, He reminded 
them that the Committee's guerantee of £1,000 a year would have to bemets; and he 
hoped that people would realise that fact and give as much as they possibly could, 
Lord Digby had set them a most noble and generous example, and if it were for no 
other reason, he thought that all wno came out with the Cattistock ought to try to 
emulate that example to the utmost of their ability, A few other gentlemen had kindly 
volunteered to increase their subscriptions. Some said they would double theiis and, 
as their Secretary, he would be very pleased to receive the assurances from any other 
gentlemen that he would do the same, After a vote of thanks to Lord Digby for 
taking the Chair, the meeting ended, 
it having been previously arranged that Subscriptions should be inv ited 

towards a Presentation to Mr, Chandos Pole, members of the hunt Committee present 
remained to discuss the arrangements for the presentat. on. «Almost £250 had been 
collected and it was resolved that the Presentation should Consist of some silver 
plate, the details of which were to be arranged by Lord Digby and the Hon, Sec,, 
after finding out lir.Chandos-Pole's wishes, It was also decided that a list of 
subscribers should be presented; that a small present Should be nade to Miss Dor ot hy 


Chandos=Pole, and that any surplus should be given to the Hunt Servants benevolent 


Yociety., it was unanimously voted that Lord Digby should make the presentation at 
Maiden Newton on the 22nd of April, 
or. Chandos=Fole was undoubtedly one of the most popular hasters that the 


Cattistock has ever had in its long history, and his retirement at that time Caus ed 


widespread regret. During the long period that he was at the head of affairs, the 
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Vattistock be@ame one of the most popular Hunts in the Jest of Englend, He was the 
beau ideal of a Master and, under his reign, drew into his Field all the best of the 
Sporting fraternity of the neighbourhood, His ripe experience, too, provided a 
guarantee of a good day, even if the weather and scent were against him, leading 
over the accounts of the sport he furnished during the 9 years of his lastership, 
I have came to the conclusion that, taken as a whole, it reached 4 peak which has 
never been exceeded. In those days when there were no 'metalled" road, not much wire, 
and no stinking petrol-driven cars — because these conditions existed a laster's job 
was not so difficult as it is today. 1 make this observation not as an excuse for 
the shortcanines of the Lasters of the present day, but merely as a statement of fact, 
Chandos=Fole had one quality which every Master Should possess if he is to succeed, 
He possessed a real knowledge of hounds - of their breeding, their blood-lines, and 
last, but by no means least » their proper kennel management. He spared neither time 
hor money, nor trouble to perfect his pack, and hounds were considerably improved 
under his management; thought I cannot think that they were better than the pack 
which Lord Poltimore took away with him twanty years bef ore, 

The happy relationship which existed between him and the owners of cwerts 9 
as well as the tenants, was universal, and when it became known that he was about to 
retire, the members of the Hunt felt that they could not allow him to leave wit hout 
some mark of their high regard for hims sane appreciation of the sport he had shown 
during his Mastership. The Earl of lichester and Lord Digby headed the subscription 
list and no less than 187 names were on the list of subscribers, the contributions 
ranging in value from those of the noblemen mentioned above down to half-crowns from 
tenants and others who had enjoyed a day with hounds, 

‘The lresentation took place in the Newton Hall, and the magnificent service 
of silver, each plate having engraved upon it the Chandos-Pole coat-of-arms, was 
displayed upon a table on a raised platform, and along with this was a Silver inkstand 
to be presented to jiiss Jorothy Lhandos-Pole, the charming daughter of lr, Chandos- 
Pole, and bearing the inscription: "CATTISTCCK HUNT, 1897." The box in which the 


silver was contained bore the following inscription inside the lid:= 
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Presented to 
Neie UNA ULS=! OLS, ES e 
by many friends in the 
vattistock Country 
in recognition of the liberal and sportsmanlike way 
in which he has hunted their vountry 
for the past nine years, 


1897. 


Accompanying the present was a beautifully illuminated book, containing the 
hames of the subscribers, ‘The plate was supplied by the Goldsmiths! and Silvers miths' 
Company, Legent street, Londm, 

"Lord Digby, in making the presentation to if. Ynendos-Fole, said he had 
been deputed on behalf of the members and friends of the Vattistock Hunt to present 
to him this gift of plate, which they had all much pleasure in subscribing to. lr. 
vhandos—role came into the country a perfect stranger, but he left it tics most popular 

and pest knovm man in the whole country, not forgetting their dear old friend, "The 
slant of Cerne", He was now, however, to leave them and they all deeply regretted its; 

but wherever he went » he would carry with him their best wishes for his future health, 
long life, and happiness, ij/herever he might be, the speaker was Sure he would never 
receive a warmer welcane that he would have whenever he chose to return to the 
Cattistock country, and he had much pleasure in presenting him with the plate, along 
with the illuminated book containing a list of the subscribers, 

"On rising to acknowledge the gift, Mr. Chandos-Pole Saidz= 'I beg to thank 

you, Lord Digby and ladies and gentlemen, for your kindness in presenting me with this 
handsome service of plate, which I shall value all my life, and I am sure my 
descendants will too, I cannot thank you enough for it. It is not only the value of 
it, but the kindness of heart that has prompted you to give it to me.. Anythine I nay 
have done in the country in the wav of Showing sport I have been more than repaid for 
by the kindness which you have always shown to me. You have enabled me to cet a 
splendid pack of hounds, and there is no bevter in the land, j can assure vou I am 
sorry to go away, but I have duties which complet me to return to my own place, jf 
have been thine vears away from home, and that is a long time. I know Same of you 


think it a long timeto be nine hours away from home, 1 ean only thank you for your 
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great kindness and you must pardon me 


from the bottom of my heart for your great kindness 
maenificent and handsane plate. I wis! 
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nappiness, and I only hope I 


for ily bad temper, 


you all the very best of health and 


able to came davn another year 


218, 
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i thank you very sinc rely 


in presenting me with this 
every 


have a look 


"Lord Dieby then went on Lo Say that, finding themselves in possession of 
a small balance, the 1 agreed to spend it in buying an inkstand for the Laster's 


gift from the subscribers, whose names she would see 


he said smiling, that she 


lat it would be used by her in writ ing 


briefly thanked the company,and then hounds hav ing 
servants, every one mounted and moved oi f towards 


Sport under "The Squire's" Mastership, " 
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John Hargreaves, who took the Lastership 
the retirement of ir, Chandos-Pole, 
the Cattistock territory for several seasons 
or to the country over which he hunted. He was th 


the same name who nad been Master of the South Ber 


them at his own exnense during that period, 


it was a great pleasure to him to present this to her 


might live for many years and 


goodly number 


Dorothy Pole, who was completely ta 


was a happy selection, 


e J 7 
and W. 
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as a 


in the *hey all hoped, 
enjoy the use of it, and 

of letters to her frienis 
aken by surprise at the gift, 


arrived in charge of the hunt 


Kingcombe for their last day's 


of the Cattistock in 1897, upon 
been hunting in 
S no stranger either to the farmers 
€ oldest so of the Sportsman of 


ks. for twenty-three years, hunting 


vr. Hargreaves, jr., was born in arch of 1865 and had been educated at 


ton, where he acted as whinver-in to the Eton Beagles for two seasons, 


becoming Master, Hunting was his passion; he was 
during the time he was at Cattistock, and after, w 


He had experience, too, and it was said that 


afterwards 
a brilliant horseman, and his stud, 


as Said to be the best in Amel and, 


he had hunted with fifty different pacics 
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in the British Isles, always with the critical eye of a keen rider and an excellent 
hound man, Speaking of him, Mr. Dampney of Closworth Says: "Mr Hargreaves was a 
very bold rider; nothing reasonable Stopped him, One day he rode at a fence am no 
one saw him come away on the other Side, and so they went to see what had become of 
him, All they could see was a mill-pond on the far side » and the water was movi ng. 
He and his horse had campletely disappeared. He was a good Master and everyone was 
sorry when he left to take on the Blackmore Vale. “e told me afterwards that he 
wished he had not left the Cattistock, as scent in the Vale was not nearly so good," 

Mr. and Mrs. Hargreaves lived at Chilfrome House and it is interesting to 
note that the kennels, which had always been either at Evershot or Sydling, were 
moved to Cattistock, 

The following is an account of a General Meeting held at the King's Arms, 
Dorchester, on November 20th: 

"Lord Digby explained that the meet ing had been called because the Committee 
thought it right that they should know what had been done in regard to the Hunt, 
The Committee, he reminded them, was a self-elected body and consequently an extra 
responsibility fell upon their shoulders in dealing with property which belonged to 
the whole Hunt and not actually to the Committee. One pack of hounds belonged to 
the Hunt, and the kennels = thanks to the generosity of Lady Guilfard, whose son, 
they might know, came of age yesterday, When Mr. Chandos Pole left the country last 
year, the Committee tried to arrange with Winchester College Trustees to take over 
Sydling Court and the land on which the kennels had been erected, hut they failed to 
come to terms with them. Then a small Committee was appointed to look out foer»a site 
on which to erect kennels, After viewing several Sites, they selected one, and a 
lease of it had been taken by the Hunt for sixty years and the new kennels built, 
The old kennels at Svdling were removed last month before the expiration of Mr. 
Chandos Pole's lease, and taken over to Cattistock where they were now being erected, 
adjoining the new kennels » 4S Puppy Kennels and quarters for Sick hounds, He 
hoped the meeting would approve wht had been done by the Committee. Mr. Chandos- 
Pole had generously given bhem the pailings around the enclosure where he used to 
keep his puppies, and these palings had been removed to Cattistock, The erection of 
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the kennels and other work had not been done without a certain amount of expense, but 
the application for inereased subscriptions had been very well responded to by the 
contributors to the Hunt » and he thought that they would be able to go along very 
well with regard to funds. Sut now he had to ask those who did not actually catribute 
money, but who generously allowed them to ride over their ground and to hunt the 
country without maving a Poultry Fund, if they would lend them a helping hand by 
trying to induce their friends and neighbours to take down what barbed wire there was 
in the country, It was becoming a serious matter with regard to the hounds, because 
a good number of them had already been injured, One pack, as he had said before, 
belonged to the Country and the other pack he had lent to the Country, Naturally he 
was sorry to hear of hounds being lamed by being caught up in barbed wire. iihat he 
Suscested was that they should undertake to do their best in their respective districts 
to get their friends and neighbours to take down barbed wire. He had spoken to a 

few of his own friends » and was glad to say that in every case his appeal had been 
generously res»onded to, and in a great number of places, barbed wire had recert ly 
been taken down. He therefore moved:= that those gentlemen who se kindly offered 


their services last Spring for Mr. Chandos-Pole!s testimonial be asked if they would 


use their influence in the districts in which they reside to get their friends and 
neighbours to take dorm, for the hunt ing season, any barbed wire that might be on 
their land, 

"Mr John Chick of Compton Valence, in seconding the motion, said that he 
thought that by all of them cutting their shoulders to the wheel and using a little 
influence in a quiet gentlemanly way they might get a good deal of the wire removed, 
He had mentioned it at the openingmmeet and thought it had a god effect, aA gre at 
deal of wire had already been removed and he thought that with a Little pressure , 
they might get rid of a great deal more, 

‘Mr Hargreaves said that he had the permission of one of the bigsest land- 
overs in the Hunt to say that he was going to take down all wire, and he thought 
that having a Chairman like Lord Digby, they ought to Support him in every possible 


way, and if they did so, they would soon get the wire out of the country, 
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“Mr. Colfox said tht no words of his were needed to impress upon them 


the necessity of taking wire down, but he did not know whether non-foxhunting farmers 
looked upon it in the same light, and therefore they wanted the farmers present to 
so round to their friends and nieghbours, point out what a serious matter is was, 
and ask them to take their wire down, ir. Hargreaves had said to him just now t hat 
if there was wire in the country next year, he would be unable to go on hunting it, 
ie hoped that Mr. Hargreaves did not mean it, for he was afraid that with all their 
efforts, they would be unable to take dan every bit of wires but that statement 
Showed the importance of attending to the matter, Lord Digby had proposed that the 
centlemen who last year collected for lr Chandos-Pole's Testimonial should fom them- 
selves into a committee and use all the influence they possibly could with their 
neighbours to get them to take dam wire. as Secretary of the Hunt » he suggested 
thet they should report to himlif they found any difficulty, and then the matter 
could be taken up by the Hunt Committee, if necessary, With regard to finances, 

it might interest them to hear that the new kennels, exclusive of the land, which was 
bought by Lord Digby, would come to samething over £900, and they had already re- 
ceived £226 in donations towards it, hey would thus see that there was a consider- 
able balance to raise, and he was afraid it would take some years to wipe it out; 

but he did not at all despair, because the general subscriptions to the Hunt hai 
been caming in this year much better than in any former year thet he had had to look 
after the accounts, 

Mr. A.O.Symes proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, It was Lord 
Jigby and his father befare him who had re ally kept the Cattistock Hunt going, and 
had it not been for them, the Hounds would have gone where many others had fone = 
nowhere, He hoped that they might be spared many more years to hunt with the hounds 
without being injured by barbed wire," 

Mir, Hargre.ves, who hunted hounds himself, retained George Alcock, who 
had been lst Whipper=in to Mr Chandos-Pole, in the same position, apparently the 
cub-hunting seasonswas indifferent, but scent improved during the last half of 


Cetober, and on the 15th a goodly number of horsemen and ladies met the hounds 4 
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Upwey and were rewarded bv two smart gallops, The first fox = an old one — was 
found in New Copse, and running through the ‘addon y ale, breasted the hill tomrds 


-Shton and hounds uniuekily missed their reward » tor an open drain on Mr. Saunton's 


farm preserved his life, Hounds were then taken to vorton, and finding a Strong cub 
in the withy-bed 9 Ne gave them a pretty fast hunt towards ashton, and was killed near 
the covert fram which he had started, 

“Tuesday, liovenber end, was the day fixed for the Upening Meet of the 
vattistock at Chilfrane house, and a Hunt breakfast, open to all comers, was hospit- 
ably offered by lr. Hargreaves, Dorchester was aWake as we rode out of the Lounty 


Town and jogged across the straw laid dam Opposite the Assize Courts where oir 
Henry Hawkins, with all the panoply of judicial state was then presiding. We floumd 
a goodly canpany cathered at Chilframe House and had time to admire the hounds, a 
mixed pack of ahout 17 Couples, in the pink of condition, worthy of reterborough 
Hound Show, After Mr. and Mrs, Hargreaves! hospitality had been enjoyed, a move 
was made to the home coverts » Which were dravm blank, One of the right sort was et 
home, however, at Wraxall Manor, and took us with a gooa scent for half an hour at 
smartest pace, but escaped the penalty by an open earth of large size; leter a short 
burst from the Kinggrove coverts was enjoyed, but not much further Sport was shown, 
Still - the season had opened auspiciously, ana with an excellent pack of hounds and 
good Hunt servants, iir. Hargreaves! reign commences with rosy omens," 

"On Friday, November 26th, 1897, after ten degrees of frost » hounds met at 
Compton Valence, tut the proverbial boe was absent and the going good. friends 
and strangers were welcomed alike by #r and liars Chick and all will bear testinony to 
their kind hospitality, and in dark days of agricultural depression such kindne ss 
is more appreciated, Two foxes were waiting in the home covert below the house, but 
scent was not sacvisfactory and the hunted fox was left for another day. Hounds 
were next put into a likely covert at “€st Compton and ran a fox as far as aynholes, 
The withy=beds and turnip fields were tried with no results, but aynford Wood responde 


to the call and a fox was soon afoot; hounds were late in getting onto his lir, 


and a large number of the followers gave up and went home from here, above Wynford 


| wnten aul _ 


two or three faxes were at home, and with a burning scent, me led us a cheery spin 


to the outskirts of Maiden Newton, and after a sharp run of ten minutes “whoo=w. oop" 


was sounded near iheatsheaf Hill. Crookston vorse was the last draw, but no sport 
followed, Already an improvement can be noticed in the decrease of the wire bugbear, 
and it is to be hoped that all Sportsmen worthy of the name will condemn the exi st- 
ence ol these plague-spots upon the face of hunting creation," 

"Qn Friday, December 17th, Buckland Wood was the fixture for the Catti Stock, 
and what with “a Souther wind and a cloudy sky" and little but the best of turf to 
sallop over, the Field was on verv good terms with itself by the time our liaster 
moved off. The first draw, however, was blank, though the covert looked sporting 
enough for at least a brace, i/e then drew Buckland Wood and the merry music was soon 
heard, and our fox crossed the road to the covert beyond, Not lingering here more 
than a few minutes, he went out at the further right-hand end at the top of the hill, 
and then swung back left-handed and took us at a good pace to farm about a mile south 
of iwestbrook, where there was a temporary check, ut getting quickly on the line 
across the brook = where a trio of’ noble sportsmen came to grief = we ran on to some 
farm buildings just outside Upwey and hounds accounted for him in the compound after 
a 45 minutes! run, Wire stopped not a few, and one harse was hung up for some minutes 
in wire sheep=netting, but not seriously hurt, The Master returned to Suckl and and 
drew bhe covert which we had previously run through, and the weleane “gone away" sent 
us at best pace to the further end, and hounds picking up the line at once, tod us 
over the hill to the abbottsbury railway line which mars tiis otherwise perfect valley. 
A small fraction of the field, including the waster, crossed the railway, and hounds 
ran on, with no wavering, on the left of the line for quite two miles, and it looked 
as if the small gathering on the right - who were kept very busy owing to the absence 
of gates = would be thrown out, lowever, after a short check on the hill on the 
left, they crossed the railway on to the hill, where the fox was viewed, nearly done ; 
but he managed to put another valley behind him before being run into. Time: 25 
minutes' hard gallop. Hounds were then taken to the honument, and finding quickly in 


the gorses, had a brisk spin, which was put an end to by a retriever pinning our fox," 
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long and good season of 1897-8 wanes apace, but dies hard, Saturday, 


apml 9th, the Cattistoeck met at North Perrott Village, and a large Field, mostly in 


rat-catching clothes and very little Scarlet, gave evidence of the near approach of 
the end of the season, hese hounds have had an excértionally good season, and their 
popular Master has been most fortunate in bringing to hand fifty-three brace of faxes, 
He is a born Huntsman and takes to the profession like a duck to water, Fram North 
Perrott we drew Lord fortman's New Covert on the hill, which - for a wonder - did not 
respond, this fine covert has been called on to do a great deal both this and gome 
Seasons past, and has certainly not lately ever failed us. 4 holloa back in Hamse's 
Copse brought the Hunstman and the little pack on the spot quickly and hounds were 
clapped on to their fox, which they bustled for twenty minutes and ran to earth by 
the side of Fen Wood. Here we ate our luncheon and unearthed our fox in a few 
minutes, and he ran very quickly through Pen Wood, on to Coker Yood, to larford Farm, 
where they killed him, ir. Evans, the Laster of the Cambridgeshire Hounds, was the 
guest of the day and went well, and he ea Leorge were about the first up at the 
finish. The day was ended at Clarkham and ielbury Park, but I turned home before 
this," 

In spite of what was apparently a very good season, Mir. Hargreaves smt a 
letter to the Comuittee giving forml notice of his resignation as Master, and stat- 
ing that his reasm for so doing was that there were several hunting farmers who had 
not removed the wire from their fences, 

At the Meeting at which this letter was read, it was proposed by Lord Digby , 
seconded by Captain Williams; and carried:= "That the Comittee deeply recret to 
have received lr. Hargreaves! letter tenderinge his resignation, and earnestly hope 
that he will reconsider the same. They have requested the Hon. Sec. to canmunicate 
with the members of the ‘ire Committee, asking them to use their best endeavours to 
get all wire removed = especially from the land to which hr. Hargreaves has drarn 
attention, They also wish to remind lir, Hargreaves of the generous manner in which 
so many occupiers and owners of land have already responded to the appeal made to 


remove their wire, and they are unanimously of the opinion that a Wire Fund is out 


of the question,” 
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“Pe. cargreaves having camsented to continue the LMastership for anotler yer, 
it was decided at a eeting held on June <end, 1898, to erect a cottage at the kenrels 
for the use of the ‘untsman, or Kennel Huntsman, In accordance with his agreement, 
.r Hargreaves continued to hunt the country, but in December, 1898, expenses having 
increased, he again asked for a further increase (to 21,800) and stated that other- 
wise he must send in his resignation at the end of the season. ine Committee recueste 
the lion. Secretary to write and Say that while thev were unable to promse him that 
Sum, they would guarantee that the first payment of 5500 would be paid to him m 
“ugust ist of each year, and steted that they were willing to divide the balance of 
any amount they ini cht collect, after the guaranteed subscription and the necessary 
expenses had been paid, between the Master and the sennel fund until such time s 
the Kennel Fund be paid off; at which time they felt sure that a fresh arrangement 
could be made, ‘urther, they earnestly hoped that Mr. Hargreaves would see his way 
clear to continue to hunt the country on these terms, and that they would like to 
add further that the manner in which he had hunted the country, and the sport he had 
shown had met with the entire satisfaction of the vommittee and the Hunt generally, 
ir, Hargreaves accepted this arrangement and he was told that the Committee hoped to 
be in a position to guarantee the amount asked for - 41,800 = in the following seasons, 
Major C.R.Hayward, 0.S.0., for many years one of the “regulars" with the 
Cattistock = particularly in the Saturday country, where the mmets are always near 


e 


his home - has been kind enough to lend me his diaries, which are full of incident, 


ab) 


nd are often supplemented by the hewspaper accounts of the day. In a letter written 
to me, he gives a list of some fourteen or fifteen hunts wnich took place durin tie 
hasterships of Mr. John Hargreaves and the Rev. H.A.Milne; at the end of the letter 
he says:= "January lth, 1899, still sticks in my mind after all these years as 

the very best hunt I ever had the good fortune to participate in." This frome man 
whom 1 always considered one of the best = if not the best = to see a hunt, dur ing 

my astership of the Cattistock, is prais indeed; and I cannot do better than give 
his own account verbatim, supplemerting it with extracts from the account of the day, 


which was published in The destern Gazette, 
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“On Saturday, January iith, the Cattistock met a Nortn rerrott,. anda 
¥ 3 5 , 
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fox was found in Eastleaze \now known as Lord Fortmants Plantat ion). It broke on the 
ortn ferrott side, but was headed back. afterwards, they drew the Lolts, also Chedd- 
ington, and \iestern Gullies; but it was not until we got to brackets that we faind 
again, at a ouarter to three, and ran to fen 400d, where our fox turned and t@k us 
back again to Brackets, Hounds pushed him strai: ht through the covert and on to 
Chelborough, and over the hili, past Penville Lnap, to the covert above ampis tram, 
where the first check occurred, Je hadn't long to stay t ere, for our fox broke 
again and went back yhrough vhelborough, taking very much the same line as he did 
before, and so back to Fen food, where he was killed., after a good hunt of two hours 


and ten minutes, with plenty of fereing. ‘The time up to the check was one hour and 
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Rather a bare account this, tor a nunt which must have been outstandine. I 


point, which was described 
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know all the country which hounds crossed that day, and 
in the paper as eight miles, must have taken the Field over some of the best of the 
ttistock country. I think the newspaper account, which is very mich fuller, is 
worth giving; as it was written oY one wno was evidently familiar with the line over 
which they ran, 

‘After a week of wild weather and indifferent Sport, the Cattistock Hounds 
had a day on Saturday, the 14th of J anuary, which fully made up for past disappoint- 
ments, The meet was at North Perrott » and there was a large Field out, many of them 
tempted no doubt by the bricht morning. Lord Portman's Plantation was » 4S usual, the 
first draws but although there was certeinly a brace of Ioxes = if not more = at 
home, they did not furnish any sport » bemng headed back several times when they 

attempted to leave covert, lr. Hargreaves then tried several coverts without 

success, but at 2.30 Peye & fox of the right sort was found at Brackets. Scert seemed 
to be very good, and hounds ran at a great pace to Pen Vood, where = as all followers 
of the Cattistock know = there are some very awkward fences to be negotiated, Howds 


pushed him through this big woodland, and without checking, forced him back to the 


covert where he was found; but finding no refuge here, the chase emtinued » at a very 
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good pace, to Clarke's Gorse, Crocky moor, over Chelborough hili, to the Brickyard 


corse, and on to Rampisham Big “ood. The time to this point, where tne first check 


occurred, was just one hour and three minutes; and most of us were glad to get off 
and ease our horses, But we had not long to wait, for after some slow hunting ithrough 
the Big Wood, hounds went away arain at the lower end, near Rampisham village, and 
this stout fox led us richt back, over much the same line wehad come to Fen Wood. The 
Field was of course very much diminished by the time we reached halétock Leigh, and 
the select few who had got so far were outpaced by the hounds up the steep hill beyondy 
no one was actually with hounds when they pulled down this game fox on the North side 
of the \ood, near the South-Western main line - two hours and ten minutes afterht hey 
had found him, The Master had ridden his second horse to a Standstill, but chaging 
horses with his lst Whipper=in, he, and five or six more, were in time to rescue the 
brush, part of the mask, and one pad, which were distributed to riders in the arder 
of their appearance, the rest of this fox having been canpletely devoured by hounds, 
the distance run - measured on the Ordnance man — was, taking the three main points - 
Brackets, Pen \iood, and Rampisham = 13 miles. The going was very hard and the country 
difficult to cross, so that = all things considered = this must rank as a first -class 
day's sport," 
"On Friday, February 19th, 1899, the Cattistock met at the iichester Arms at 
Abbotsbury, which is always a popular rendezvous, As on previous occasions, the 
meet was attended by the elite of the neighbourhood, Aftertpartaking of breakfast, 
the “ield, with the popular Master, Mr. John Hargreaves, and his Spotted beauties, 
moved off at 11.30. The first draw was Jubillee Copse, within a hundred yards of the 
Inn, which was drawn blank; though a brace of foxes were known to have made their 
home there all through the season, The next draw was Knole Withy-bed, where Reynard 
was at home, After two or three tries, he made good his excape from the covert into 
the Bridport Road, crossed over the hill to Wear's Go ert, went tiirough Mr. Sheridan's 
Gorse, and made for Puncknowle, where he was unfortunately headed by sane of the 


Field who dodged around the road instead of following the hounds, then, after a burst 


towards Ashley and Gorwell, he was rum into at the end of 35 minutes, Hounds next 


were taken to Tiney Covert, where ther chopped a fax, Jrawing Wyke ‘ood, howeve r, 
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produced its reward in one of the right sort. The Master and his hounds were not far 
behind him when he left the covert in the direction of Fleet jater, where he was viewe 

Hounds drove on across the Bridge Lane meadows, crossing the brook — whihe, byt the 
dye, held un the Yield somewhat - to Rodden Gorse and across the Weymouth road, skirt-e 

ing Tatton Gorse, and drivin e through Shilvington Farm like mad, Swinging round by 
Clover and “odden villa e the fox got back over the brook into uyke Wood, where, after 

a few minutes, hounds forced him again into the open, across Bridge Lane Brook, and 
through Sparks's Covert, where scent filed for a brief interval, the line turning into 
the covert adjoining the Coastguard Station and through the gurses, where scentonce 
more failed, and was not recovered, after a fast hunt of 55 minutes, hounds waild 
have accounted for this fox if they could have taken the time to make a long Cast, 
but it was lm@te and the Master ordered them home, after a good day's sport. 

On Saturday, February 23, 1899, the Cattistock met at “hitchurch Canonicorum 
and there wes a large attendance, urvards of fifty mounted, besides many in Carriages 
and on foot. Plenty Copse, about 200 vards from the meet, was first drawn and proved 
to be blanks as did Harpite. At Prime Covert » however, a brace of foxes were soon 
afoot, and hounds were for sane time after both, eventually settling to the line of 
one (a very large one), which broke in the direction of Long Hays Farm, but dotb led 
back — charging a cow on its return journey = and passincs by its home covert, went on 
to Northay and Abbott's Wootton, thence to Baker's Gorse, over Conegar Hill, to 
Colonel Sullen's residence at Catherstone, and thence to Hogchester Farm, where it 
was lost. Time:= 35 minutes, at a rattling pace. Hounds were then taken back to 
Coneger Hill, where in»sa short time, a third fox was found which started for vesthsy, 
but about halfway up, found the pace too hot and tured back to Befferlands Fams, 
and got to ground in a covert from which he had Started, and was left, All the 
earths were stopped except the one thot eynard found! Hounds next went to Marshwo od 
Manor, and the hills as well as the valley were strewm with Spectators, who preserted 


an attractive appearance, but spoiled all chances of a fom breaking, The weather, 


from the spectators point of view, was all that cauld be desired," 
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The season of 1899-1900, which proved to be ur, Nargreaves! last, was begun 
on September 12th, and after six weeks! cubhunting, the formal season opened auspic- 
iously, Major Haywardtd Viary gives a most interesting account of a dey in February 
1900, when no less than 75 couples of hounds were out, and, although the hunt which 
followed was not an Outstanding one, I am inc luding it herewith, 

"The Cattistock," he Says, "had advertised a meet at Losterton, and in spite 
of the weather, the country was ouite huntable ~ a little snow only being left on 
the North sides of the hedges, and in same lanes where it had drifted, 8, and I 
sent on the horses, and drive on, arriving a little early, Hy eleven, a muster of 
about forty had arrived, but no hounds, However, about ten past » we saw the First 
“hipper=in come round the corner, and he had a 'bowler' hat on! This occasioned 
same surprise, tut when we saw George and the Seead Whipper=in also in 'bowlers? 
and the Second “hipper-in also having leggings and boots on, together with a pack 
of 75 couple of hounds and five terriers, our surpbise turned to dismay, for we knew 
that they didn't intend to hunt. However, luckily the vecretary, Mir. Colfox, was 
present, and half an hour's consultation with George and others, during which frag- 
ments of fact drifted out to the Flield:= that the Master was away and had not left 
any orders; that contingent of would-be hunters had been turned back at Cheddin gton, 
etc., it was at length decided to hunt, ir, Colfox undertaking to write and explain 
matters to the waster, and thus relieve George of the responsibility. The first 
thing the Field knew of this was when they saw the lst whipper=in gathering up the 
terriers, and soon after we saw him scuttling away to the Inn with one in each hand, 
one under his arm, and the other two trotting at his heels, shortly after this we 
moved off to draw the gorses = it then being quarter to twelve, We failed to find 
there but just as we were leaving a pair of sharp eyes spotted the varmint, who was 
making tracks on the far side of the brook toward Mosterton Down, The pack was 
quickly laid on and hitting off the line with a roar that could have been heard at 
Cattistock, they took us up over liosterton Down, leaving West Farm on the left and 


so to tag, where they bore back in a big circle towards the gorse, Killing in the 


adjoining field on the Mosterton Side after about thirty-five minutes from find to 
finish, 
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“ee 
“ve then drew the coverts on hr. otephens! farm, but these were tenantless 
28 was Swilletts' and we went toward 2eaborough., In the coverts that lie just above 
Jlapton Court we found, our pilot taking us back toward  eaborough running through 
all the coverts that lie around there and eoming back finally to the one in which he 
had been found and breaking right through the Field which were standing outside, to 
Clapton Court again, Fran there he broke again, and was viewed with one howd 
coursing him - only twenty yards behind he was - when he got back to his home covert 
wnere he was finally killed at the end of twenty-five minutes, An indifferent day, 
but it was infinitely better than going home without hunting, to say nothing of th 
fact that it isn't often that one hunts behind 75 couple of hounds, * 
At a Committee meeting held on March 26,1900, the Hon, Secretary read a 
letter fran lr, ‘argreaves, finally resigning the Lastership of the Lattistock, and 


4 


stating thet he was definitely going to the Bleckmore Vale as Master, Wr. Hargreaves 
thanked the Committee for the kindness they had showm him for the past three years, 
and Lord Digby, on behalf of the Committee, thanked him for the excellent sport he 
had shown, TheHHon, Secretary also read a letter from Mr. Crane, the Hon, cecret ary 
of the South Vorset Hunt, stating that the question of the 2.0.H. loan of some of 
their country to the Cattistock mst be reconsidered. he also reported that he had 
a letter fro, ir. J.B.Charters, late Master of the Limerick Hounds, concerning the 
vacancy in the Cattistock country. On being asked, Mr. Hargreaves agreed to send ot 
the whelps to walk in the usual Way, on condition that he might pick eight couple 
hose he had breds the remainder to belonc to Lord Digby and to the countrys 
these in addition to the 514 couple (25 belonging to the country and 26% belonging 
to Lord Digby) which he was reouired to Leave, according to the agreement, 

At a meeting on June 3rd, 1900, the Hon. Secretary reported to the Canmittece 
that lr, Hargreaves had handed over the number of hounds which his agreement called 
for. He also said that Newman had been engaged as kennel Huntsman, at &100 a year, 
plus cottage and fuel, that Levi had been retained as Lenneélman, and Burden as 2nd 


bennelman, each at 15 shillings a week, The Hon, Sec, was instructed by the 


Committee to advertise for a Master, 
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‘ith the resignation of lr nargreaves who left to take on the L.asters hip 
of the Blackmore Vale, we ove, as it were, fran the past to comparatively modern 
times, Of the nine. liasters who have ruled over the fortunes of the vattistock Hunt 
ng the nineteenth century, only one - kr, rev nerst onhaugh-Frampton - is still 
alive today; and his reign was so short aS to be almost negligible, beginnirg with 
oaquire Farouharson - if we exclude the almost legendary .asterships of Lord West more-= 
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ips - the liasters of the country in the order of their 
tenure of office, were James John Farquharson, Lord roitimore, lir. John Codrington, 
vaptain Macnaghten, Wr Codrington (second luastership), Mr. fet hersonhaugh-Frampton, 
Mr. Phipps, Lord Guilford, Mr. Chandos—Pole, and lr. John nargreaves, Of these it 
should be noted that the last three hunted hounds. in fact, the Cattistock country 
has been hunted by an amateur for over sixty years, 


Ferhaps the most famous of these amateur Iluntsmen was the veverend Ede ar 


Astley iilne, whose long reign began in 1900 and lasted thirty years; Juring his 


~ 


nan six Joint Lasters, but the 


tenure of office lr. Milne was assisted by no less t 
credit for the sport shown from 1900 to 1930 should be given to him. Perhaps the 
best description of Mr. Milne at that time was given by Lord Digby, at a Meeting of 
the supporters and friends of the Lattistock Hunt, held in June, 1900. There was a 
good gathering of subscribers, tenant farmers, and covert owners, present at the 
time, as well as the members of the Hunt Committee. Lord Digby was in the Chair, 
and addressing the Lieeting, said:= 
"Gentlemen, Friends and eupporters of the Hunt:= you know that at the em 
of the last hunting season Mr. Hargreaves gave up the Mastership of the Catt istock 
founds, The Committee had arranged with him that either he op the Committee, if 
ther wished to nart caomany, should give notice to one another on or before Fetruary 
ist, in any year, with one excertion - that, in the event of the Blackmore Vale 
wanting @ Master, he was at liberty to become a candidate for that past. Unfortunate 


the Blackmore Vale Nastership did became vacant, and the vacancy happened after 


I sssss—s—i‘zaO—s 


232, 


rebruary lst. It took some little time before arrangements could be made far th at 
hunt to select a “aster, and they selected kr. hargreaves., Consec uently, he sent in 
his resignation and the Committee had to look out for another man, jie have done our 
best to find one, and at the last moment we heard of a gentleman who, I am glad to 
think, will suit the country aqmirably, I have already introduced him to most of the 
sentlemen present and » judging fran all accounts » 1 think he will show us very good 
Sport. He is a clergyman of the name of ur. Milne. He has hunted a pack of Harriers 
for a number of years; he is a very good judge of hounds, for he has won prizes at 
Peterborough with Harriers. He is Joint Secretary with a friend of mine of the 
“haddon Chase Hunt. Not only is he a clergyman who attends most, conscientiously 
to his duties - duties which he is about to resign on entering his new appointment - 
but he is also af armer, farming between 200 and 400 acres. «aS you will gather from 
all this, he is a very active man, and one in every way qualified to show first-rate 
sport in the country, Without eny compunction whatever, I conf idently rec omuernd 
him to your favour, and move that the selection of the Committee be hereby confirmed, " 

Mr. O.A.Symes, a tenant farmer, said, "I shall be very pleased to second 
Lord “igby's motion - not that I know anything of lr. Milne, but I know Lord Digby 
has the welfare of the Hunt at heart and I feel sure that all he has done has be en 
done for the best, Indeed, without Lord Yigby we should never have carried on our 
Hunt. 1 can promise that Mr. Milne well be well supported by the tenant farmers, 
just as lir Hargreaves and lir Chandos Pole have been in past years," 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried unanimously, and the Masten 
elect was ushered into the room and received with acclamation, ii. Milne, in 
accepting the appointment, said:= "I should like to thank you far your kindness, 

I came dovm here cuite as a stranger, but I hope that that will not be for long, but 
that we shall soon know one another a great deal better. ureeting me so kindly seems 
like putting the cart before the horse, as at present you do not know what sort of 
man 1 ams but i hope that in a few years it will be different, In iy country, where 
i have hunted harriers for seven years, 1 have had the name of 'The Farmers" Man', 


I try to do the best I can for the farmers, as well as for the hunting men, bemuse 
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the farmers are the backbone of hunting, If there is anything that does not go cuit 
right with the, and they will Speak a word with me quietly, I will do my utmost to 
put it right," 

It might be worthwhile to add th at the arrangement which was made bety een 
ky, Milne and the Hunt Committee was that he received £1,600 far the first year, and 
£1,500 annually thereafter, and that he hunt the country 4 days a week for the next 
3 years on those terms, 

AS far as I can mke out, Milne began his cubhunting on the 29th of August, 
1900, his first meet being at Upcerne ‘ood, Apparently he had two packs - a "Big" 
and a "Little" pack, He had only two meets a week to begin with, but he seems to 
have hunted fove days a week towards the end of his Subhunting seasons, apparert ly 
finding plenty of faxes, and towards the end of the period, scoring 4 or 2 very nice 
days. He began his regular season on November 6th, having hunted himself with the 
South Yorset the day before. He killed 265 brace during the cubhunting, 

ijine apparently went out with the Blackmore Vale at times, for on November 
29th I find him st opping with Captain Di chy at Upeerne lianor, The Diary entry for 
that day reads:= "Stopped Wednesday night with Vigby and rode his white horse today - 
a most confidential hunter, The B.V, dog pack was out; I was pleased with them in 
their work, though wehhad only a middling day and didn't get hold-of oe," 

The week of December 3rd to &th - the vattistock betng out 5 days = hg 
had down as a "red letter" week, On Thursday the 6th, the entry reads:= "Met with 
the Big Pack at the Barracks in Dorchester. lever saw hounds go much faster, Chopped 

one at Monkton, and after a long draw, found again in some roots; raced across the 
railway, through Bradfard Plantations, and out the other side y and killed at the top 
of the sood, Found again on Grimst me Vown, but our fox got headed and was lost ," 

The next day they met at Fleet, and the Diary SayS:= "There seemed to be 
no scent in Fleet Gorse, but after an hour's hard wor, we forced one away and Killed, 
after a short hunt. Found again at Langton Herring and had 55 minutes of the be sts 
killing at Broadwey, Found again at Hewish and had a nice slow hunt to abb otsbu ry, 


where we lost, This was the Little Pack," 
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brilliant - but too short - burst » until he was headed by come cattle in the fic lds, 
which caused hounds to check, The Master here made a forward cast » which gave our 
fox a chance; for he had turned short into the covert, into which hounds now push 
him so hard that he was forced into the open again, with his mask pointing towards 
the Vale, A second gallop down that awful gradient and out into the Vale again 
enabled us to catch up with hounds, who were running on fast - this time as far as 
the Hermitage, and then back into the hills again, where hounds marked him to ground, 
after a good hunting mm," 

Mr. Milne held his first Puppy Show on April <9th, 1901, and was out for 
the last time that seaon on Lay 3rd. In his sumuary of the seaon he says: "Houhds 
were out 141 times, killing 77 brace of foxes, and marking 25% brace to ground, 2) 
horses were kept during the season, but never more than 23 at once," The staff that 
season consisted of Laster and Huntsman - the Rev, H.A.Milnes ist “hipper-in, T. 
Newman, 2nd Whipper-in, T, Taylor. 

The newspaper describes the Puppy Show as follows: 

"The first of the 104 couple of bitches were brought out just after 11,30, 
it may be stated here that the number of Couples walked this year was rather below 
last years, distemper having broken out at the kennels, and the results seen on this 
occasion were slightly deficient in size and substance. The judging ended at 2,00 
o'clock and the company then wended their way to the grounds of Chilfrome House, where 
the usual luncheon was provided, in a marquee lacing the house, Mr. Milne presided 
over the oampany, and luncheon having ended, the toast of "the King" was drunk wtith 
enthusiasm, In giving the health of the Puppy Walkers, the new Master Said that he 
might also add 'the tenant farmers and owners of coverts in the Cattistock courtry', 
fie thought that everyone who had anything to do with the hunting would agree that 
without Puppy Walkers, no Hunt could possibly exist, They were the very backbme 
of hunting. The present was not the first occasion on which he had had to propose 
the toast, but it was the first time in Cattisteck country, and he hoped it would not 
be the last, it was absolutely necessary that they should have £00d puppy walls 


and plenty of them, and it was for this reasm that he had asked there some pemle 
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had no puppies this year but who willingly have done if they had been able, ani if 
there had been enowh puppies to go round, They had had very unfortunate luck in the 
matter of whebps, and they didn't possess as many as they should, but next year he 
hoped to have enough for everyone. ir, Milne proceeded, in a jocular vein, to enlarge 
on the sorrows and joys of puppy rearing, maintaining that no farmhouse, gentleman's 
house, or mansion, was complete without a puppy. it added greatly to the appear ance 
of any house to have a nice canal of puppies about, Low, that the theory of the cat 
was exploded, lr. Milne advised the company to lay the blam for everything that went 
wrong in the house on the puppy. As Master of the Cattistock, he was exceedingly 
grateful to those who had walked puppies during the past year and to those who had 
promised to walk them in future, With regard to the Show, a capital lot of puppies 
had been sent in, and they were very well walked indeed, The bitches - as the Judges 
would tell them — were an exceedingly nice bot, and the greatest difficulty was 


experienced in judging the first and second best, 


“Mr. Milne then gave away the prizes to the winners » end presented Mr Pope 
with the silver cup for the best couple. The toast to the Puppy Walkers was heartily 
drunk, and responded to by lr. Pope, He said they were all glad to welcome the ner 
Master of the Cattistock, Ther had had, he was sorry to say, too many liasters, and 

they hoped they could keep on the same one for years and years, He thought the 
Cattistock Hunt was very fortunate in having such , nobleman as Lard Digby to carry 
them through their difficulties, and he knew that he was only expressing the desires 
of everyone present in hoping that Lord Vigby and Mr, Milne would preside over the 
fortunes of the Cattistock for many more years, 

‘Lord Digby then proposed the health of ur. Milne, and in retuming thanks 
the Laster recalled the words of lir. J,rrocks and remarked that if Lord Digby had 
said only a few more words, he would have doubted his sincerity, iihen he came into 
the country, he came with a certain doubt because he had never hunted foxhounds, 
though he had hunted harriers, He was rather loth to leave a happy home and a great 


many friends behind him. [ut now, at the end of the season, he did not regret t hat 


he had came, and he wished for no better place, He had found good friends in the 
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hoved that the present good feeling would continue, «At 


the Dorchester meeting he remembered asking those present to tell him to his face 
if anvthing went “rong, so that they 


Cattistock country and he 


might see if it could be altered. That was the 


best way to work, It was no us@ going behind one! 


and find things out in 


S back = go to the fountain—nead 


an honest way. The sport they had this season exceeded his 


expectations; they 


had killed a great many foxes, and if the Cattistock people looked 


after them as well in the future as in the past, that sort of sport was likely to 


continue, It was very annoying to farmers when foxes were not caught 9 but he did not 


think there had been many camplaints this year. Hounds were the best means for 


catchine foxes; if they were killed in any other way it was a disgrace to the foxes - 


| amd to the people. Mr. Milne then acknowledged the good work that Newman had done 


during the year and ended by saying that he Sincerely hoped they would 


in the kennels 


)Rave many havpy vears together," 


Mr. Milne's secamd season began abaut the middle of august, and judging 
, 


p#rom his Diary, he seems to have had some excellent cubhunting, The Opening Meet 


‘Was held on lovenber 4th,1icO01l, and thouzh there was thick fog, they manaced to kill 
abrace. Wr. Milne seems to have hunted with the South Dorset on many Mondays -— the 


Cattistock did not meet on nOondays — and to judge from his Diary he had some @od 


Sport with lr Radclyffe's hounds. On Novenber <jth, however, he had a brilliant day 


with the “Big Pack", after meeting at the Dorchester Barracks. His om Uiary records 


it as “the best day I ever saw’! » and this remarks is followed by a very brief xcomt 


Of what mist have been an outstanding run. lr. Stanhope Rodd's diary is much A Ller | 


@nd he describes it as follows:- 
"The meet was at the R.H.A. Barracks in Dorchester, and the Officers 


welcomed the large Field in the most hospitable manner. aShton Gorse, near Maiden 


Castle, was the covert where we first found. It was a beautiful find, and the fox 


and pack dashed into the open at once, with a far-reaching stretch of virgin turf 
“before them, It was not long before the ramparts of Maiden Castle had to be 
q some of the Field galloping in line along the top, while another division ch 


‘vallum of this - perhaps the finest prehistoric hill-fortification in t wor hare | 
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Voneton village was passed on our léft, and hounds crossed tne boundary into the 
South Jorset country, The Came coverts loomed up and the line pointed southward to- 
wards Sutton Poyntz. The line here turned Jestward, and heading for Broadway, hounds 
recrossed into their pas country, Leaving Buekland iipers on our ieft, hounds now 
entered upon a particularly wild and sporting country abounding in stone walls, and 
reminding some of us very much of the Heythrop country, This is the only wall country 
in Dorsetshires and now the creme de la creme of this fine rum begins, as hounds come 
off the downs and head straight through the very best of the liaddon Vale. The pace | 
here improves; the country rides well: and the fences encourage a Sportsman to ride 

well up to hounds, Wall and double-ditched banks are flung gaily behind, as the big 
mixed pack dash ahead with improved scent. The "ield begins to 'spread eagle!, and 

by the time Dairyhouse Copse is reached, symptoms of distress tight be observed 9 and 

I think that more than one man began to look about anxiously for his second hors Cr 

The check at Dairyhouse Copse made matters a bit more comfortable and let up some 

of the Fields before this bold hunted fax once more faced the open on the West Side. 
Here was to be noted a great diminution in the large Field of the morning, and 
Comparatively few showed up on the far side of the covert alluded to. I should Say 
that not more than 25 men and wanen were now with the hounds, and some of their 

horses were going very 'queer!' = somewhat 'select! I should imagine the proper term 

to be, etn Portesham village we galloped on, with Abbotsbury and St.Catherine's 

Chapel as the beacon in front of us y until at last hounds ran from scent to vier 

and killed. this gallant fox close to Abb ots bury village, after me of the finest 
hunting runs = of two hours and thirty minutes - ever witnessed across the Cattistock | 
country. There was a fine holding scent all the way fran find to finish, and the 

big mixed pack (bred bv Mr Chandos Pole) did their work Superbly and we congratulate 

vir. Milne on handling his fox - as we also do Tom Newman, his Kennel Huntsman, u pon 

the perfect condition and working cualities of the Cattistock Hounds at the pres ent 


time, This run, and the great run with the Lamerton Hounds across the Bodmin Moors, 


are certainly far and away the finest runs (both over a wild country) which we have 
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heard of in the South of “ngland this season so far, I have now been hunting in 


Dorsetshire and the adjoining Coumties for 29 seasons, and never expect to see a 
finer or more typical hunting run than that with the Lattistock on November 29th, 19018 

During December, lir. Milne seems to have hunted with several of the neigh= 
bouring packs, among — the South Dorset, the Blackmore Vale, and Lord Portman's, 
During January sport was good, but hounds were st opped by frost twelve days in 
February. In March, I find, for,the first time, wention of Lord Ilchester's pack 
which hunted the roedeer in the Cattistock country. 

In speaking of the summary of 1901-1902, lir. Milne saysi— "Hounds were out 
142 times, killing 82 brace of foxes, and marking 423 brace to ground, They were 
Stopped fifteen days by frost and three days from other causes, The Big Pack killed 
99 foxes; the Little Pack 59 3 and the Mixed Pack 6. 37 horses were kept. during the 
season. The Puppy Show was held at the kennels on Friday, liay 9th, the Judges being 
the Hon. R.G.Verney, Master of the Warwickshire, J. Ashton Radeliffe, M.F.H. Saith 
Dorset, and John Hargreaves, M.F.H. Blackmore Vale, She couple of whelps were sent 
out, of hich 26% couple (13+ bitches and 13 dogs) - came in from walk, The Puppy 
Show Luncheon was held at Chilfrane House as usual,# 

The cubhunting season of 1902-03 seens to have beensa good one, hounds 
being out 52 days and accounting for 83 brace of faxes, of which more than half 
were Killed; Mr. Milne went out with the South Dorset on their Opening Day at 
Stinsford Crossroads s the Cattistock Opening Meet being held at Chilfrane House on 
Tuesday, November 4th, when a big Field had rather a disappointing day, It was in 
this year thot Lord Ilchester started his pack of staghounds, with which he hunted 
deer and roebuck in his part of the country, near Melbury. The first note I can 
find of this is on Vonday, November <hth, when Mr, Milnets Diary reads:-— 

"Lord Ilchester's Staghomds met at Clarkham Cross-rosds and J went out 
on 'Betty' to see the fun, They did not find until Ansleys, then ran into a lot of 
deer in the Big Wood, and killed one, After that » they had a nice hunt fran Baker's 


* 


‘ood, but hounds were stopped and another hunt from Leweombe didn't amount to mich," 


The Cattistock were stopped by frost for a week in Decenber, and asain in 


. 
January, and altogether, hunting seems to) have been indifferent during the early part 
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of the winter, On the last day of February, however, lir., Rodd records an excellent 
day's sport in the following words:- 

"Tt has been a good rebruary in most hunting countries, and in this district 
the Cattistock have enjoyed good sport. The going, during one of the finest, mildest, 
and driest Februarys, has been perfect, although, owing to the recent heavy rain of 

the last day or two, the country now rides deep. On Saturday, February 28th, 1903, 
the Cattistock had a Capital gallop over a fine, flying, grass country. North Perrott 
was the fixture, and a large Field (some followers coming from Wiltshire) turned out, 
The big pack were out, and Lord Portman's New Covert, as usual held a brace of foxes, 
the one hounds were after took a good deal of bustling in covert, and when he did 
break away, scent appeared to be by no means fast, however, a few fields from the 
covert, hounds settled dam and Slipped over the large grass fields, the country 
improving as the Crewkerne Steeplechase Course was crossed, Chinnock Village was 
passed left-handed and the Chinnock Brook took toll, as usual, We had run out of 
the Cattistock country, crossed a corner of the Taunton Vale, and now found ourselves 
in the Blackmore Vale country, with Ham Hill facing us, It was "bellows to mend" 

by the time we ran our fox to ground at Combe Copse in the Biabimors Vale country, 
after thirty-five minutes at best pace, and over grass nearly all through the hunt, 
few packs of hounds in England are having a better season than the Uattistock, which 
have now killed about eicht-five brace of foxes,!! 

Mr. Milne, in summarising the season, states that hounds were out lid 
times, killing 934 brace of foxes, and marking 504 brace to ground. The Puppy Show 
was held at the kennels on June 16th; the Judges being Messrs, .5.Rigden, Master 
of the Tickham and \V.H.Dunn, Master of the Craven, 

Cubhunting began on August léth, hounds being owt Ae days before the 
Opening Meet, and accounting for 62 brace of foxes - 40 brace killed + up to that 
time, The regular season opened at Chilfrome House on tuesday, November 3rd, when 
they had a useful day in the Home country, 


The Cattistock had a fine day on oaturday, November 28th, 1903, when they 


met at North Perrott Village. The day was mild and damp and the country rode de ep, 
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that in the Vicinity of the meet being almost entirely bullock pastures Situated in 
the strongly~fenced vrewkerne grass-country, abounding in double-ditc hed banks, 
which are common throughout Dorsetshire and this part of Somersetshire, A large 
Field and many strangers were by the side of Lord Portman's beautiful new Copse, a 
certain find, when Ir, Milne, the Master and Tuntsman, threvthe small mixed pack irto 
covert, and, without dwelling, a fox went away at the lower side. The few out of 
the large Field who obtained 4 good start cuickly realised that scent was of the best 
and fastest kind, with the country all grass and the fences those that required the 
highest qualification of a Sportsman and a hunter, The old Hazelbury Steeplechase 
Course was erossed, and the Hazelbury Brook covered by the first flight. This brook 
is an eye-opener in places and a mere pony~jump at others, The fox set his mask for 
Pen Wood, and then turning, ran the Vale nearly to Clifton dood in the Blackmore Vale 
country, and bearing right-handed, having passed the Village of Llosworth, headed 
for Clarke's Gorse, but was killed in the open in the pastures, only four horses 
being anywhere near when hounds broke him up. Of the four who were up, two were 
well-mounted farmers, one a lady (Miss a. Blers), and the fourth, the First Whippver- 
in - the only one of the staff up. it do not think, in forty years! hunting, tmt I 
have ever seen a large Field so entirely Spread-cagleds but the country was all 
grass, deep, strongly-fenced, and hounds ran, I did not hear the time, but it mst 
have been over an hour, at best pace. The Cattistock are enjoying good sport this 
season, having killed fifty-five brace of foxes in their well-preserved country, # 

This account was written by lir, Rodd, fran whose diaries ] have acquired 
so much interesting material. In a note at the end of the above entry, he writes:- 
ah | Hiei found out that the fox had been killed close to Holt Mill, and that no 
one was up when hounds had killed. Mr. Dampney, a farmer, happened to be ee m his 
farm nearby, and he took the fox from the hounds after they had killed and nearly 
eaten him}" 

This account is corroborated in a letter from lir. Dampney to me, after an 


enouiry J had made concerning the day in question, He wrote:={ 
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"Mr Milnes hounds met at North Perrott, and before 12,00 noon, iiiy men 
told me a fox and hounds had gone across one of my fields, and there was no Sign of 
any riders, JI got on my horse and found hounds had killed their fox at Hold Mill 
(Melbury Osmond), I got the brush and managed to get the hounds to follow me back 
across the fields to Closworth, Fortunately lir, Milne got there, and said: 'I've 
never been so pleased to see you in my life!'! Onely eight of the Field ever saw 
the hounds again that day. they had slipped away from everyone. it was a long run 
and they went nearly to Clifton Wood on their way," 

Sport seems to have been goou during the late winter and carly spring, and 
in april, Major Hayward's Diary tells of a particularly outstanding hunt which took 
place on “ednesday, April 5th, 1903. The Cattistock met at lielbury Fark, Firing 
in elbury Wood, eight and a half couples of hounds slipped right away (and the 
Cattistock can slip away too) from the main body and the whole ‘ield, As I rode 
along, about half-a-mile from the Sutton Bingham Station, i heard a hound speak, 
and tuming through a gateway into the fields, came upon the Cicht-and~a-half 
couples, feather ine down a bigg double hedgerow, they hed a faint line on the dry, 
new~sown, fallow ground, and than as some old pasture=Land was entered, they were on 
better terms with their quarry. about this time, I was relieved to hear a crash on 
my right hand, and to see lr. Mareh of Pen Mill (a good Sportsman), coming throu gh 
a bullfinch fence. ‘This was the first horseman I had seen, and there was not a sien 
of any of the Field, or a Hunt servant, or even a Second Horsemen, as far as the 
eye could reach, though we were on ground that commanded some extent of country. 
However, wtth lr. Marsh's a we kept on the line for some biel, pointing for Melbury 

Park. Two other farmers then nicked in, and we held the eight-and-a=half couple on 
for sane time, till we ran Sampeuelly out of scent on the edge of Lielbury Park, 
Still not a sign of the Nield, and no intelligence of such, till later, As we 
capped hounds on, right through jelbury = one of the wildest and most beautiful 
parks in the south of “ngland, great herds of red, fallow, and Japanese deer ke pt 
crossing right in frant of us, and down b» the lonely water (abounding in wildfowl) 


in the wildest part of the park, British game of all Kinds were swarming and 
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continually crossing our line. veveral large stags trotted casualiy within a few 
yards of hounds, but the €ight-and-a-half couples went on, right through them all; 
and only on one occasion did temptation enter the mind of one bitch, which a timely 
rate and crack of the thong, from lir, Marsh, brought back to the eisht couples, A 
Park keeper mow turned up and we heard the first intelligence of the Field - that 
they were near Leweambe, ie were thankful, under the circumstances, to get out of 
the Park and enter the pasture lands, again, on the Lewemmbe Side, soon to come up 
with the main body of kine pack and the whole “ield, Hounds were running at the time, 
too, so, joining head and tail, we ran on, leaving vhelborough Hill on the left and 
crossing Benville Lane, killed our fox in the pasture not far from iampisham Village, 
after a good hunt. jie found another fox in chick's Copsey: andrwent on for about 
twenty minutes, when hounds marked him to ground in a hedgerow, Then, finally, from 
Brickyard Vopse, we had a good evening hunt, eventually rumning out it chek, which 
failed et last, and the Master blew off ho nds at dusk at Sandhills, near Cattistock 
Village, this was a really zood day, and the suests of the day was that fine sports-— 
man and eminent hound judge, The Rev. Cecil Legard, who more than envone else is 
responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the lox Hound Kennel Stud Sook, of 
which he was the eaten and Compiler for many years, 

About a month before this, the Hon. vecretary reported to the Committee 
that there was about £500 balance on hand at the end of the season. The Committ ee 
accordingly voted that half of this be placed on deposit in the Bank as a Reseie 
Fund; the other half being voted to lir Milne, in addition to $1,500 already gw ranteed 
him. The Hon, Secretary also reported to the Committee that he had been promis ed 
an additional subscription amounting to approximately £130 fob the coming season, 
and it was voted that the Comnittee guarantee Mr. Milne 41,700 per year, and in 

addition would pay him all the money raised annually as ordinary subscriptions, 
over and above £1,800, 

the summary of the season of 1903-0h is reported in lr. liilne's Diary as 
944 brace killed, and 46 brace to ground, ‘The Puppy Show was later this year, the 


Judges being ir. .H.Dunn, laster of the Craven, and ir, Asi Hebersbercy, Field Master 
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to Lord Portman's, fwenty-seven and a half couples of puppies came in from walk, 
of which 15 couple were put on the others being drafted, some to the New Forest 


staghounds, and others to the /id—Vevon, 


On July 12th, 1904, lir. Milne broke all records for early cubhuntings an 

entry on that date in his “iary being as follows:- "4 fox being seen in the pheasantry 
at Melbury, Hill, the Head Keeper, asked me to get rid of him, i accordingly took 
the dog pack over, found at once, and after a shori Scurry, killed him, “ | 

Having made an early start, Mr. Milne proceeded to continue cubhunt ing 
operations, hounds being out 14. days in August. During September and most of Uctober 
they were funting six days a week, the Cattistock Opening leet being on November ist 
at vhilfrome: House, ir. Milne having taken up his residence there, 

I can find few records of outsvand ing hunts, thougm the average of sport 

must have been good; Mr. Mine's Diary records 91 brace killed, and 663 brace marked 
to ground. "IT is rather interesting to note," writes Mr Milne, "That there were 

68 dog foxes killed, as asainst 25 vixens, 7 cf them being eaten before I could get 
to them,# 

Energetic as Mr. Milne was, he began to find the strain of hunting the 
country five davs a week rather more that he cated to undertake alone, and he wcord- 
ingly wrote to the Hon. Secretary, on the 28th of November, regarding the arrangements 
for the coming season, as follows:- 

"Dear Cofox: Will you kindly place this letter before the Committee of 
the Cattistock Hunt at your earliest cavenience? I am anxious to share the 
responsibility of Lastership in the future (after this season) with Mr. W.Fuller, if 
your Vommittee will kindly sanction such an arrangement. J find.the strain and the 
expense of hunting the country 5 days a week (which I have always held should be done) 
too much; although your Committee very kindly increased my guarantee two seasons ALO. 
Of course, the sum I get is auite inadequate, and 1 feel I cannot afford to find the 
extra money. I fully recognise that your Vommittee have done all in their power to 
help me, and that the Country finds ouite as much as it is able to = so that, if 1 am 


to keep on, which I am most anxious to do, i think the only course is to take on a 
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Joint Master, Ir. Fuller is known to many of you, and I feel sure that I could not 
possibly have got a better man to help me, in every way. He succeeded me as laster 
of the North Bucks Harriers and has hunted them for five seasons, to the satisfaction 
of everyone, hat we propose is to hunt the country five days a week - Mr, Fuller 
hunting two davs a week with one pack, and I the other three days, thus, we should 
be able to give more attention to much outlying country, e.g, Seaiinster, runcknowle, 
Four Ashes, Mapperton, the | Lonument, etc, I trust this will meet with the wishes of 
vour Committee. Yrs truly, =.A.Milne," 
On December Ath, he wrote again:= "Dear Colfox: Fuller must know before 

Saturday, December e4th, in order that Mrs. omit h (Landl ady of Stable and Uottage ) 
| ace give present tenant notice. lo - I dm't propose any change in financial] 
arrangements. i want the Committee to Sanction my taking Fuller on as Joint Master - 
as lL explained to Lord Digby, this would give him authority as Field liaster, which is 
much needed. Had I only wished to put him on to hunt hounds twice a week, i don't 
think I need have consulted the Committee at all, as I should put hom on thon 6 as 
a Huntsman would be put on; though I certainly should have emsulted Lord Digby and 
also the Committee, as our relations have always been so friendly, averything will 
go on just s usual — Fuller will leave all to me as to breeding and all ne 
and I shall be responsible alone to the vommittee for the Country being hunted properig! 
Of course I have not férgotten that I still have another vear of my last agreene nt | 
to work out, and please make it clear to the Committee that I have no wish to retreat 
from that agreement = but as the opportunity of securing such an excellent Joint 
Master occurred at the present time, I thought the Committee would not mind my applyin: 

at_once, Please don't forget the Looker, and will you also ask the vommittee if 
they have any objection to a callection being made at all the meets in some week | 
near Amas, in aid of the 'Farmers' Benevolent society', It is done at most Hunts am 
would be highly appreciated by the Farmers. Yrs. ever, Jack Milne," 

Apparently the Committee were quite willing to accede to Lr. Milne's 

Suceestion that )r, Fuller join him as Joint Master, and the season of 1905-06 saw 


a very considerable change in the Hunting arrangements at Cattistock, Mir, Pulle 
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bringing his own pack into the country and hunting hounds two days a week, while the 


old Waster continued to hunt them on four. Lord Ilchester's Staghounds had ceased to 
hunt, and early in December the Lord of Melbury died. I find a notice of his death 
in Mr. Milne's Diary of the 12th - "Did not hunt, as Lord Ilchester was buried this day? 

On December 18th Mr. Milne had an excellent day with the Dog Pack from 
Traveller's Rest; his diary stating that "Hamilton Wood, Catholes, Burton Hill ,Gorse, 
Rough Corner, and Berwick were all blank, but hounds finally found in Coombe Wit hy 
bed, and running through Hodder's, crossed the Litton Vale, swinging back left-handed 
past Puncknowle village very fast to Berwick, Fran there we ran through Hamilton ilood 

nearly to Askerswell, and then swing back past Coombe Gate to Hodderts again, where 
hounds finally killed him. 

Fuller's pack had an even better day from Grimstone Viaduct on the 20t h; 
finding their first fox on Forston Dow and running across the Boundary Road to 
Incombe, which they left on their right, driving on through Kinggrove and Navvy's 
Shovel, through Buckland Newton to Woodfalls and Hay ‘food, where they probably changed, 

From here hounds drove on nearly to Pulhan, Swinging left-handed to Holwell and 
Butterwick, finally losing, at dark near Holwell - & ten mile point. An excellent day. | 

The season, though an excellent one for Sport, shows a big drop in tle 
foxes accounted for. Hounds were out 175 days; killing 785 brace, and marking Ths 
brace to ground. The Big Pack killed 99 foxes, while Mr. Fuller, with the Little 
“ack, killed 58. It should be noted, however, that Mr. Milne's pack was out three, 

and four days a week; while Mr. Fuller's never did more than two, 

In speaking of the annual Puppy Show, which was held at the kennels on 
June 28th, the local paper said:= "The Cattistock has always been fortunate in 
securing Masters who are not only good dportsmen and show their Field excellent sport 
throughout the season, but are personally very popular with every member af the 
Aunt; and the Rev. E.A.Milne has followed well in the footsteps of his predecessors 
in this respect. During his Mastership he has done much to improve the strain of 


the hounds, and now that there is a Joint Wastership, with him and Mr. Fuller, the 


Hunt has gained still more. The Entry this year ineluded 274 couple - 7 couple of 
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dogs and 203 couple of bitches; and the Judges ~ Captain Standish of the Hambledon, 
and Mr. R.A.Sanders of the Devo and Somerset, assisted by George Alcock, Huntsman 
of the B.V., and Maiden, Huntsman of the South Dorset, had all their work cut ont to 
place the awards, At the luncheon which followed, the Chairman of the Hunt Comittee, 
Lord Digby, paid a very pretty tribute to the Joint Masters. Nothing could be better, 
he said, than their generosity, kindness in the way they looked after the hounds, 

and nothing could be better than their tempers, which were invariably god, Not hing 
could be better than the tme of the auaienh field, whenever either Mr. Milne or 

Mr. Fuller arrived, The way, too, in which the hounds had improved was beyond all 
praise and it was evident that they too, appreciated both Masters. His Lords hip 
continued with proposing the health of ir. Milne and Mr. Fuller, which was received 
with enthusiastic cheers, 

Cubhunting began on August e0th, 1906, and went on throughout the season, 

6 days a week, except when hounds were st opped ti frost or some such untoward 
accident. The ground during August and September was very hards practically no rain 
fell and sport was far below the average. On October 2nd, however, I find the words 
"RAIN AT LAST" in capital letters in the record, and sport, which had been poor, 
improved rapidly. The arrangements for hunt ing were the same, and Mr. Fuller: took 

two days a week, while Mr. Milne hunted the other four, | 

The first two weeks of January, 1907, were perhaps the best of the season; 

most excellent sport being recorded by both Masters, Shanti was stopped on Anril 
ehth; the summary of the season being as follows:- Hounds were out 178 days 3; killed 

91 brace of foxes and marled 56 brace to ground, They were Stopped 17 days during 
the season - 16 by frost and 1 on account of hard ground, Tyas during this season 
that the Cattistock had its first blank day - Mr, Milne writing of that day (Merch 
16th) in his Diary, in capital letters:={ "BLANK DAY = first I've had in the comtry,. 
veather atrocious, fierce gale all day. Horne Park, Dairyhouse, Axenoller Vale, 


Banks's, Weston Gullies, Bracket's, Rampisham, Brickyard, and Rampisham wood, all 


blank, ’ 
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The Hunt Staff underwent change that season, ij, Medcalf coming as 1st 
Vhipper=in, with George Riggs, promoted from 2nd Horseman, as Second Whipper-in, 
the Puppy Show was held at the kemels on luesday, July 23rd, the Judges being Mr. 
‘dward Barelay, Master of the Puckeridge, lr. W.H.Dunn, late Master of the Craven, 
and Mr. Chandos Pole, who had been liaster of the Cattistock, 58% couple were sent 
out to walk and 45 couple came in, the draft beimgssold to lir. Stanley of the Devon 
and Somerset, to Captain Bertram of the isle of “ight, and a few at nugby, owing to 
the fact that hunting was reduced from six to four days a week for the coming season, 

the local paver had a good deal to say about this, and also about the fact 
that the pedigrees of the Young Entry showed the frequent use of stallions which came 
from Lord Rothschild's Staghound, which, though not in the Fox Hound Kennel Stud Book, 
were by well-known Belvoir sires, This unique use by lir. Milne of sires not in the 
Stud Book, caused a great deal of comment at the time, and there was quite a bit of 
opposition to their being admitted to the pages of that almost sacred volume. But -— 
it was finally adjudged that, since these sires were, strictly speaking, Stud Book 
bred, although they were not themselves entered to fox, but to the carted Stag, the 
progeny should be eligible, A couple of dogs and 84 of bitches came before the 
Judges, and they were, on the whole, an excellent lot; cambining size and substance 
with the qualities of the typical foxhounds. It may be interest, however, to mte 
that in placing the awards, only one hound — the Winning Dog Puppy, Balfour, - was 
by one of these sires and was the only one placed in the first three of either sex, 

The first entry in Mr Milne's Diary for the next season (1907-08) reads:- 
"The most backward season on record; no corn cut; rain every days; no use waiting for 
the harvest." Hounds went out for the first time on August lOth, finding a litter 
in ynford Wood, They hunted only two days a week during the cubhunting season - 
vessrs. Milne and Fuller hunting on alternate davs - and killing, between them, 2e4 
brace; with 43 brace marked to ground. The earliest hunt in the regular season of 
which 1 can find an account comes from jir. Rodd's Diary, and reads as follows:= 

" A large Field turned out with the Cattistock at Wheatley Gross on 


saturday, the 9th of iovember (1907). We drew liosterton Gorse and then went on to 
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cundry's Gorse, which was blank, for a wonder, ‘rotted on to Potwell vLopse and found, 
A sanewhat pottering, twisting run ensued, first tovards Horn Park, then to the left 
for the Vale of the Axe near Mosterton Village, ext, our fox came away towards Little 
Windsor Farm, and eventually got to ground in Potwell Vopse, Altogether this run 
lasted a little over an hour, Swillett's Copse was visited, and then Rocksbatch Copse 

where we found but could not get away. lur. Fuller was hunting the hounds, The Catti- 
stock had a fairly good cubhunting season, with quite enough blood. 

Later in the season, Major Hayward's Diary tells of a day from North Perrott: 

Saturday, January 25th, 1908, "The Cattistock met at North rerrott. Crondle Hill 
Square Copse and Hast Leaze were both blank, and things looked glum; and then we went 
to try same hedgerows below Boomeroft across the brook; and here we found two brace, 
One of them gave us a smashing run round the Manor House and to ground nearby the 
cemetery, where we dug for a long time without result. ‘Then came a holioa from the 
bottom and we picked up a line in the field next to the Jueen's Hotel at Crewkerne 
Station, From here we ran to Crondle Hill Lopse, past Downclose Farm, to Hast Leaze, 
at the far end of which hounds checked; but they soon hit it off again and ran to 
Grey Abbey Farm, across the railway to the South rerrott-Crewkerne road; but here 
there was a long check = and we nearly alway lose our foxes in this place, where 
there never seems to be any ~— however, a holloa near Pipplefern Farm put us 
right and we ran to South Perrott Pond, and then swung left-handed up to the Halts, 
running through these and on up to that thick and tricky covert = Weston Gullies, 
driving on past Corsecomb almost to Benville Bridge, where our hunted fox best us by 
turning back into Benville Vvovert and leaving a fresh fox to carry on. With eons 
siderable difficulty hounds were stopped and got back on to the line of our original 
pilot, finally marking him to ground in Chicks Copse, There. seems to have been an 
opinion that they killed, but the Master was wmable to verify this, Anyway it was 
an excellent hunt the point being at least ten miles," 

All told, hounds were out 140 days during the season, killing a total of 

75+ braces and marking 55 brace to ground, They were stopped 7 days by frost; md 


Vr. Milne notes that his pack killed 47 brace, as against 264 for the Little Pack, 
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The Puppy Show was held at the kennels on July <3, 1908, the Judges being Mr. W.H, 
Dunn, late Master of the Craven, and Captain Cartwright, Master of the 4jilton, 58 
couple had been sent out to walk, and only 32% couple came ins but so good were they 
that only 3 couple of doghounds were drafted; since they were hunting 6 days a week 
again, during the caming season. 

The season of 1908-09 was a good one, Hounds took the field for the first | 
time on “ugust 22nd, and the record for the cubhunting season was hi brace killed, 
and 41 brace marked to ground - in the 59 days that they were out. Under the errange= 

ment for this season, ir. Milne hunted 2 packs four days a week; Mr. fuller tacing 
out his ovwm pack on the remaining two days, “oxes seem to have been plentiful, and 
by the end of November, there were 58 brace of noses on the kennel door. ‘The rest 
of the season seems to have been indifferent; although a record for that time ms 
set up, hounds killing 955 brace in 175 days, and marking 66 brace to ground, Mir, 
Milne's two packs accounted for 68 brace, and Mir, Fuller's for 273. The Young “ntry 
for that year must have been a very good one, for an article in The Field, publdshed 
about that time, says:- 

"There are some hunting countries waich, for one reason or another, seem 
to be peculiarly well adapted for the breeding of foxhounds., I do not refer to 
those hounted by family packs, like the Belvoir or the Brocklesby, but to subscription 
packs of more modern date. One of these is hhe Cattistock, which, since its beginning 
as an independent pack, in 1858, has been hunted over by three packs of remarkable 
excellence, ivery student of foxhound history will reeall Lord Poltimore's and 
Mir. Yhandos Pole's hounds, and now lir. Milne and lir. Suller, with the assistance of 
¥. Medealf, their Kennel Huntsman, are building up a pack which bids fair to take a 
1igh place among the kennek& of the twentieth century, In the vattistock country, 
three circumstances have helped to this end. The excellence of the walks, and the 
number of thems; the varied nature of the country, concsisting of hill and vale with 
a fair proportion of woodland; and Last, but not least, the fact that it isa 


country which has attracted to itself men of unusual knowledge and ability in hound 


breed ing . 
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‘Hach year, since 1900, the pack has been steadily improving, and it may be 
safely said that the Entry of 1909 is not only the best the country has had, but one 
of the best of the present seasond Some of this excellence, the Entry owes, no doubt, 

to the gift by lr, Wroughton, late of the Woodland Pytchley, of sane first-rate 
puppies of his own breeding; but one reason for this gift was that the pack was already 
So good that ivr. Wroughton felt that the Strains of blood he had son confidently 
selected would be kept and improved, and that the original inmates of the kennels - 
both in work and looks = would be worthy of these chos a products of the famous Jood- 
land Pytchley pack, I have had the opsortunity of Ssecing the Cattistock entry - first 
when they came into the kennel in the early Spring, and secondly, when they were 
judged by lr. Yorke ocarlett, iir. Coryt on, and Colonel Boles, at the ruppy Show in 
July. No one could have failed to have noved, on the first of these occasions, the 
splendid condition of the puppies when they came in, nor on the second, the evidenee 
of first-rate kennel management. I was not only present at the Show, but I sperb two 
hours and a half on the flas, with a firend, alone, a week beforehand, The way 
hounds showed themselves; the absence of shyness; and the appearance of their coats, 
Spake of early and judicious handling, It is to this that “I Veet 6 in some . 
measure the escape of these hounds from the severer forms of distemper, 

‘It will be seen, then, that the Judges, when they looked over the Loung 
“ntry, had before them sone of the Cattistock and some of lr. Wroghten's. The hounds 
were judged as one Entry; but those from the /oodland Pytchley were not eligible for 
prizes, not having been walked in the country, For example, Gamebo » by Belvoir 
Galloper '03 - lir. Wroughton's Gaily, '03, was placed second in the order of merit in 
the class for doghounds, but with no prize. Some of those around the Ring preferred 
Gameboy to Anchorite, the ist Prize hound; but the Judges thought that the Latter had 
more substance, Be that as it may, Gameboy is a very beautiful houhd of a dark 
Belvoir=-tan, Ht is full of quality, has beautiful legs and feet, and a sufficiency 
of bone, He showed very well, and has that light, airy action which, until one puts 
one's hand over him, makes one inclined to under-rate his bone and substance, llowever, 


there is not much between him and Anchorite, a hound which caught the eye of the 


Judges at Reigate and Peterborough, Anchorite combines power and quality, stands on 


252, 
good legs and feet, and has those well-laid shoulders which alone can enable a hound 
to work and cast on the Dorsetshire hilis., Anchorite shows well and is a beautiful 
mover, he is by Belvoir-Warlock 106 Cattistock agile '06, cambining Selvoir blood 
with Oakley (General '02) and Brocklesby (Acrobat '90) through his dam. Vakley General 
has been of considerable service to the vattistock, and there are already sane noted 

workers of this strain - amazon, and amourous ,'06 in this pack, Aanchorite was 
walked by Mr. Masters, 

Passing over the second hound, Gameboy (Mr, Wroghton's) for the moment, i 
come to Foeman, a very characteristically Lattistock=bred hound, foeman is one of a 
litter of four, Factor, Faithful, and Fidget being the others - alj good - and some 
Judges prefer Factor to Foeman, Dut the latter is Just a little better than his 
brother et every point, and is full of foxhound charaeter, He should make a real 
worker, This litter is by Deputy '06, a home-bred sire, out of Fury 'Oh, and Deputy 
is by Lord Rothschild's Herald ‘Ol. He is just what a stallion should be; of pe 
bone, with a look of power and resolution, and is, moreover, a first-rate worker, 
Fury is by Warwickshire Tudor '97, and in this ee there is an example of the 
happy results of judicious Mating. Foeman was walked by ir Sawtell. To these nounds 
the Judges placed Tradesman fourth, by Belvoir Weaver '06, out of Traitoress 105, by 
Cattistock Sapper '03, one of the founders of the VLatti stock kennels, and bringing 
once more a strain of “othschild bloog, through vapper's Sire, Herald, 'Ol. Some 
people preferred this puppy to Foeman. He was walked by kr. G.\/,Hansford; has 
excellent bone; is deep through the hearts; and has great liberty and freedom of 
attiens but has, perhaps, a shade less quality than Foeman, He was very closely 
pressed by Jaystar, by Belvoir warlaby 'OL = Dexterous '02, going back on his dam's 
side, through Lord Rothschild's Painter '98, to Grafton Pageant, thus bringing in a 
very notable strain of working blood, YJaystar was walked by Mr. Vine of Westhan, 

rassing to the bitches, the most beautiful hound of the whole antry was 
Tasty, by Belvoir Ragman '06 = lir, Wroghton's Taintless 'Oh, bred by Mr, wrought on 
and walked by liiss Wroughton, As Tasty was not walked in the country, waggery, a 


home=bred bitch by lMessmate 'Oh<Whirligig '06, took the first Frize. Messmate was 
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by Lord Rothschild's Herald 'Ol, and was walked by Mr Vine of Longbredy. liext to 
her was Midnight, by Milton Gambler 'Oh~ Music '04, the last-named a litter sis er 


to Lessmate, In this eThss were two beautiful bitches of lr, “wroughton'ss Sport ily, 


by Belvoir Raman '06 - Lr. droughton's Splindle '06, and Varna, by Belvoir Warlock '0é6 
“lr. sroughton's Variant '06; these did not receive prizes for the reason stated above 
two noteworthy features of this vhow ere that all the prizes except the first in 
each class were given by the ladies of the unt, and a very large attendane of the 
farmers of the Hunt, The Cattistock is, in every sense, a 'Farmer's Hunt!, They 
preserve foxes, walk puppies, and in many Cases, come out on horses of their own 
breeding. The fact is that, in this part of Dorsetshire, foxhunting is supported by 
all cibsses - landowners and farmers alike, doing what they ean for the good of the 
dunt, of which they are justly proud,# 

The usual luncheon was served at Uhilfrane, and lir. Milne expecially stressed 
the country's thanks to Mr, Wroughton, who had so benefitted the pack by his gifts 
of young hounds, As Captain Macnaghten said, in proposing a helth to the ‘isitors, 
they were all very much indebted to lir, “roughton for his gifts to the country. Lr, 
‘roughton had had a month's hunting with them and had enjoyed it immensely; so he 
stated in his reply, and the reason that he had given the young hounds to the country 
was, né said, that of all the asters he imew in Sngland, Mr. Milne was the one who 
tried the hardest to make the most of what he had. Iam afraid that from this t ime 
on, :r. ilne's judgment suffered seriously from an attack of what one might call 
‘Show Fever", the infusion of iothsehild Staghound blood and Selvoir blood into the 
pack at this time is very marked, and it also marks the begnining of the very heavy 
hounds which, while they may have been excellent ina camparatively Level count ry, 
were seriously handicapped in going up and down the Yorset hills, 

The season of 1909-10's cubhunting began on sugust 21st, Yuring the cub- 
hunting season hounds were out 58 days, killing 37 brace and marking 39 brace to 
ground, arrangements tad been perfected whereby hounds were out every day in the 
week again, lr. fuller hunting his own pack and lr, Milne the other 2 packs, The 


Senior aster was very much in demand as a Judge = not only for Puppy Shows but for 
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Horse Shows also = and TI note from a perusal of the Jiary that, whenever it so happers 
that his judging engagements conflicted with the days on which his own packs were 
out, the hunting of them devolved - not m his Joint |} aster, but on his Kennel Hunts- 
man, Medealf, Occasionally, on days when the Slacknore Vale was hunt ing close to 
Cattistock country, the latter would Skip a day and Mr. Milne would gO out with 
the neighbouring pack. In his resume of the Season, he suys "Hounds were out 181 
days, killing 794 brace and marking 63 brace to ground. The Big Pack killed 23 brace ; 
the Cattistock bitches 334 brace, and lx, Fuller's 23 brace," 

| From Mr. Rodd's Diary I get accounts of some excellent Hays during this 
seasoni= 

"On December 3rd, 1909, hounds met at vheatley Cross, a large “ield turning 
out. it was a fine morning, and at Westerton Vorse the pack found a fox at once, 

He went away upwind at a fair pace to Horn Fark “ood, the going being very deep, and 
the double=ditched banks being neither nown nor rolled, vp to Horn Park Wood the 
pace was quite fast enough for the country, which is the essence of a rural one, 
Hounds brought their fox nearly to Stoke Abbot; turned by Little Fark vVopse; and 
marked to ground in the immédiate vicinity soon afterwards. Fotwell ood (Mr. J, 
cundry's) provided a good gox as usual, which took a lot of getting away, bat, break- 
ing on the south side, as if for Gundry's Gorse, headed for Horn Park Wood, ‘urning, 
he came away by Broad Windsor and the Little Windsor coverts; and. went on pointing 
for Swillett's Copae, the pack killing him after a good sporting run, which lasted 
the best part of one hour. Lord Poulett'!s beautiful covert, Peclmore, failed to 
hold, and the order was for home, It was a good day's sport, and the hound work was 
of the best, I saw three superb casts made by hounds - unaided, The Cattistock have | 
now arrived at all-round perfection, and after 38 seasons with them I never saw more 
beautiful hunting," 

"April 19, 1910. Lovely spring weather. Hunted with the Cattist ock iounds, 
which met st Pilsdnn Gate, Found a brace at once at Pilsdon vorse, one of which ran 
to Lewsdon ood, which hounds skirted and killed their fax near stoke abbot, after a 
capital hunt of 55 minutes, Got on the line of a disturbed vixen in Lewsdon wood, 


and blew hounds off by Four Ashes at 5,00 pom," 
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In March 1910, Mr. Milne wrote to the Hunt Committee: “Will Fuller nas 
definitely decided to take the V.W.He, so I am sorry to Say we shall lose him, Unless 
the Committee wish the country hunted more than four days a week - a course which 
would necessitate a fresh agreement with me ~ it will be necessary to reduce the 
number of hounds in kennels, JI think the best plan will be to get rid of the pack he 
has been hunting; first, ain Asa I should not care to put hounds into the packs which 
I hunt, which had been hunted and entered by someone else, I do not think, under my 
agreement, that it is really necessary for me to obtain leave of the Committee to 
part with these hounds; but I considered it more courteous and also would prevent 
anyone Saying in the future that I got rid of the best hounds, I know that there is 
a feeling all over “ngland, among sone hunting men, that an i.sF.H. lives out of his 
hounds and coins money by selling his draft. If there is any such feeling amongst 
any of your Committee, I can only say that I shall be delighted to let anyone have 
the draft any year if he will pay the expenses of raising them," 

In the Minute Book kept by the Hunt Committee it was stated that Lr. liilne's | 
letter announced that, in his opinion, it would be a good idea of lir. “uller were 
allowed to purchase the pack which he had been hunting, and a motion was passed 
accepting this suggestion. It was further proposed by Captain verald Digby that a 
cordial vote of thanks be given to Mr. fuller for the manner in which he had hunted 
the hounds for the past five years, and that the Committee desired to exnress their 
great regret at his resignation, on account of his having taken over the Liasters hip 
of the V.I/.H. (Cricklade), A Subscription was gotten up privately among the members 
and friends of the liunt, and a silver waiter and tea service were presented to Mr, 
Fuller, 

The Puppy Show was held late that year, on August Ath, 1910, the Judge s 
being lr. W.H.Dunn, lr, J.Ashton Radelyffe, 1\.F.H. South Dorset, and Mr, T.O.Spring= 
field, 664 couple were sent out to walk and 41 couple came in, of which 204 couple 


died of distemper after returning to kennels, In his speech at the luncheon which 
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followed the judging, lir. Milne, after thanking the Puppy lalkers, told them that in 
Spite of the faet that Puppy Shows in the Cattistock country were always cheerful 
occasions, there was a sliczht cloud over his happiness that day, for two reasons ;:- 
first, was the loss of his esteemed colleague, ir, ruller, who had been with them 
for five years and had, he thought he could say without drawing the long bow, left 
them without making a Single enemy, Their loss in the vattistock comtry was the 
gain of the V.W.H.(CrickLade) and he hoped that, in his new country, they would be as 
kind to lr. fuller as those presemt and others had been to Lr. fuller and himself 
during their Lastership., The second reason for a cloud was the very serious losses 
from distemper in the kennels, He didn't know why they had had go terrible a scourge 
this year, and he could oniy hope that they would never have it again. 

lir. Ashton Radcliffe » who, «s Senior Judge, respended to the toast of 
“the Judges", said that he had attended the Vattistock Puppy Show for the last six- 
teen vears. ‘then he first came, during the Mastership of Mr. Vhandos Pole, there 
were only 25 people present » and now the number had swelled tenfold, which was an 
encourasing sign of the growth year by year of the interest in foxhunting. Mr. Milne 
had that day showed him some very beautiful hounds, and they must all call him a 
past master in the art of breeding foaxhounds, Certainly no one had done more for 
that art in the iWest of England than Mr liilne, for he had inaugurated the Exeter 
Show, which had been carried on for the last three years, They all knew the trouble 
he had taken in connection with that » and the beautiful hounds that he had shown tsentl 
at Feterborough and tleigate, too, he had had great success, and they were to be 
congratulated on having such a Master, 

Cubhunt ing began on August Sth, 1910, and throughout the season iir, ii Ine 
hunted hounds alone four days a week, Vuring 58 days of cubhunting, he killed 384 
brace and marked 34 brace to ground, ‘The Sport seems to have been fairly good and, 
during the week of larch 7th, I find the tollowing note in his Viary:= "Good week - 
two terrific hunts on VJednesday and Saturday." The first of these was from Glanvilles 


Yootton which was at that time incihuded in the vattistock country, The Diary reads:= 
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“Found an outlier and ran hard by Glanvilles sootton, the Ebrickyard, Castle Hill , 


‘oodfalls, «ootton Wood, and around again,g killing on Dungeon Hill, after a good 
hour. Found again at Rabbit ; ran to Woodfalls and ran a ring; and killed at Spring- 
head, Found again at Black Hill; ran over the valiey through Giant's Head to 
iinterne vorses, crossing the Cerne valley to Cerne Park, Headed back at Clapper's 
through Cerne Fark, to the “orkhouses, and then back through Clapper's again, past 
hed Post, Sydling East Wood » over the flat to Upeerne Jood, Fernicombe, Upcerne 
Manor, Little Mainterne, along the top of Bramble Sottom, through Black Hill Covert P 
where we stopped them, after 24 hours. I call it a very crooked, twisting run," 

The Saturday run of which he speaks was very much the same sort of a hunt, 
it strikes me as an indifferent season, though plenty of foxes were found — 60 
litters during cubhnunting, acainst 40 litters the year before, hounds were oub LAS 
days, killing &04 brace and marking 52 brace to ground, The Staff’ consisted of the 
Master and Huntsman, the Rev. E.A, Milne; ist shipper-in, i. Medealf 3 <nd ihipper-in, 
George igss. 

the Puppy Show was held on July 25th, 191i, the Judges being E.=.Barelay, 
Mi.F.H. Puckeridge, and Gerald Hardy, M.F.H. Meynell, 57s couple were sent out to 
walk, and 325 couple came in. At the luncheon at Chilfrome which followed the 
judging, there were the usual speeches by the Judges, the Chairman of the Committee, 
and the Master, 

at @ Committee Meeting held on June 7th, igli, it was resolved that the 
portion of the Lattistock sein lying to the ijest of the road running through 
Cridport, Jeaminster, Broadwindsor, and Drmpton, to Crewkerne, be lent to the 
Seavington Harriers, on a yearly understanding and condition that they hunt the re 
once a week during the season, and that lir. Milne be at liberty also to fo there 
at any time if he should think fit. The Hon. secretary was requested to write to 
lr. Speke, laster of the Seavington Harriers, to this effect, 

Mr. Milne's Diary for August 25th, 1911, when cubhunting began, states := 
"after the driest season on record <= practically no rain from June 22nd to august 2hth 


- with intense heat, it rained slightly on the 2hths not enough to soften the ground, 
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but making it a little better for ‘hounds, " During the next few weeks hounds were out | 
Six days a week, excert on such days as seemed to Mr. Milne to be impossible, on 
account of hard going and hot weather, It was not until October 23rd that I find 
mention of "decent" weather, and then he canplains that it is ‘stormy and unsettled", 
Hounds seem to have hunted regularly four days a week, with an occasional bye-day, 
and though hunting continued until the Master had killed a May fox, the result was 
anything but good. Hounds were out 1A days: killed 704 brace, and marked 52% brace 
to ground, 

This was the year in which I hunted with them - my first experience in the 
vattistock country - and my own Viary gives an account of a day, after a meet a 
‘ynyard's Gap, which I considered the best day's sport I had in England during my 
Visit. How well I know the country now = every yard of it! But in those days it 
was unknown to me, and I think that iajor Hayward's account of the day is better than 
my memory. J had never been in a bank country before, and as we jogged along m our 
way to the meet, I eved with many misgivings the obstacles that one mests in Dorset; 
and I felt much as "Brooksby" did when he was at the Leadow Brook on Long Islam, 
New York, and I wondered who would ride my horses at home in America) iy caments 
to a friend at home to whom I wrote, dwelt upon the Sporting nature of the Field who 
were out:— "Many farmers and few ladies 3; only a few scarlet coats ; but many black 
coats and brown cords; ‘little style and much keenness ~ one cauld tel] at a glace 
that these chaps hunted because they loved it, and not because it was the thing to do.! 

I remember that the morning was rather disappointing, but - let Major Hayward! tell 
the story: 

"Saturday, March 9th, 1912. The Cattistock met at Wynyard's Gap. It was 
a poor day for me, as my horse had lost a shoe and I had to go down to Evershot to 
get one put on, and m.ssed the good hunt which hounds gave the Field = but that was 
better than laming the horse, I rode "Stephen" first and then "Moses", The day 
was a red~letter one, as, after killing a fox in the iolts, drawing North Perrott 
blank, and hunting a vixen for a short time in Pen wood, the hounds found a goal dog 


fox in Melbury Big Wood and had a capital hunt. After a turn round the Fark, they 
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ran hard by Leweanbe “anor; through Clarkham Uross to halstock, and crossed the 
flooded brook = which threw out sane of the Field - they kept on at a fast pace to 
Pen Wood and Owls Wood, and through them to the Holts, and then turning lLeft—hahded 
over .eston Gullies, reached Spray. Here the fox's point seemed to be Cox's Gar se, 
but he doubled back to Cheddington Court and sank the .xenoller Vale, reaching 
Buckham Will before turning over the road into the South Perrott Vale. This gal lant 
fox, still running on with undiminished specd, bore left-handed again and entered 
Losterton village, where he eluded his pursuers among the cottage gardens after a 
fine hunt of just over two hours, The faxts course was in the form of a semi-circle, 
and the point was &% miles - the distance, as hounds ran, being fully double that, 
Very few of the Field ever caught hounds again after being thrown out at the Brook 
at Halstock," 

Luckily, I was weil mounted by the aster, and I was one of the few. Of 
course, liilne knew the country Like a book, and by sticking to him 1 saw it all, and 
was up with hounds when they ran to ground at the end of the hunt. It was a img, 
long hack back to Chilfrome that night, and I, half-fit, was very tired; but I 
remember we talked "hounds" until late that night, and the next day - Sunday - 1 saw 
hounds in kennels, Wy notes tell me that I iiked anchorite '09 better than any dog- 
hound in the kennels, but I also fancied Patrick '08 by Liiton Donovan '05—~ Pamela '0 

and Daronet '06, by the Craven vandyke 'O1 ~ Bravery 'Ol, by whom I saw some exceil- 
ent ‘oung stock, I thought the doghounds, as a whole, am excellent working lot, but 
not level, and a bit lacking in tongue. The bitches I liked better, although they 
were not a really level lot - not a "pack of hounds", as Milne would say = as they 
were when i saw them again fourteen years later, uty they were an excellent working 
pack, and there were some very nice individuals samong them Perfect 467, Peterborough 
Champion in 1909) and a young bitch called surety '1l, who, I thought at the time, 
would develop into the best in the kennels, It is interesting to read these notées 


made more than thirty years ago, and to see that in a good many cases, the bitches 


that I faneged, Surety, Varna, Violet, and Stately, were bred from freely, and that 
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their blood is strong in the Cattistock pack today, As I have already said, Mr. 


Milne bred freely to sane of the Belvoir-bred stallions wich were in Lord Rothschildts 


pack of Staghounds ~ a proceeding which, while it shocked some of the more orthodox 
Masters of England, was nevertheless productive of most excellent results. It has 
always surprised me that since Mr. Milne took this action, and defied all orthodox 
practice, he was so intolerant when, some years later, a strain of Welsh blood was 
introduced, 

That Spring, at a Committee Meeting held May 21st, 1912, Colonel Colfox, 


who had held the post of Honorary Secretary for seventtéen years, resigned, and 


Captain Gerald Digby was elected to the vacant position, At a Meeting of the Committe 


Shortly after this, the new Hon. Secretary read a letter from Mr. Milne, which ran 
as follows:- "Dear Gerald: Captain Allen Palmer, late 14th Hussars » is anxious to 
come and help me in the same way thet Will Fuller did, with a view of taking a pack 
himself at some future date, I've had several such applications since Will left, 
but none thet (in the interests of the Hunt or myself) I cared to entertain, I have 
known Captain Palmer same years ~ he is a pal of Will Fullerts - and provided the 
Committee approves, I should like to take himon. We should propose that I hunt 
“ednesday and Saturday in each week, and every other Thursday, He would hunt Tuesday 
and Friday one week, and Monday and Friday the next. This would give us an extra 
day a fortnight, which would enable us to rattle up such places as Pen Wood, Pover- 
stock Common, Puncknowle ood, etc., where the Field do not care to go. would you 
ask the Committee if they would kindly allow the proposal?" The Committee voted 
"that Vr. Milne's proposal that Captain Allen Palmer be appointed his colleague be 
agreed to for the ensuing season, but, the Committee hope that he will see his way 
to hunt the different districts himself as often as possible," 

At this same Veeting, correspondence with the South Dorset Hunt Commit tee 
was produced and read, specifying the conditions under which the Gihanvilles {| 
country was to be jointly hunted, until notice be jointly given terminating the 
cereale it was further resolved that the Resolution passed on May 26th, 1901, 


regarding the wearing of the Hunt button by ladies, be altered to the following:= 


Peterkin | looks Bam to ov tdeubon 


4oo7 


YeCewwnl I 
ES, b teow einiT : , URTit 
Mi as caoain dave ou olditst 0: 
nt e £4: 
PS tc edd wills 


ea a . tomls: { ria L er en, gnniy 


efor ees i) acid ya MOLKLE 
with ; c i a i Pe we : ; 


Pan 
Wet 


ince Bisix ee 
im ) : > 


+ Benwhowr: 


2. | wire 


Pinca 


261. 


> 


"Wives and daughters of members to whom the button has been given, shall be entitled 
to wear the button. Ladies who subscribe not less» than +5 for two years to the 
Hunt Fund, shall be eligible to receive the button," 


Cubhunt ing began on Vionday, August lieth, 1912. There were 59 days! ab- 


hunting, hounds killing 34 brace and marking 29 brace to ground. The regular hinting 
days seem to have been Tuesdays, vednesdays, Fridays, and saturdays, with an occasional 
Bye at the beginning of the season. Mir. Milne invariably kept on until he had 

Killed a May fox. His summary reads: "Hounds were out 152 days; killed 794 bree, 
and marked 563 brace to ground. We sent out 635 couple of whelps to walks; of these 
414 couple came back, Je lost only 32 couple from distemper; 283 couple having been 
vaccinated with the new Parke Davis serum, which so far is most successful," 

The Puppy Show was judged by Mr. Walter Grimston, formerly Master of the 
Last Essex; Mr. I.C.Springfield; and Mr. W.F.Fuller, M.F.H. Cricklade. Cattistock 
seems to have gained by this time a considerable reputation, for the account of the 
Puppy Show, in the local papers, reads almost like a description of Peterborough, 

"The assembly at the judging and at the champagne luncheon afterwards 
numbered about two hundred and fifty, and contained plenty of real Sporting colour, 
both local and visiting. “here were, to begin with, half a doxen Masters or ex- 
Masters present. Besides lr. Milne and his new Joint Master, Captain Allen Falmer; 
Mr. W.F.Fuller, Master of the V.W.H.(Cricklade); Mr. Walter Speke, Master of the 
Seavington; Mr. Walter Grimston, ex-Master of the Hast Essex; and Mr. T.0, Springfield, 
ex-Master of the Marquis of vaterford's were on hand to take part in the festivities, 
There were a number of professional Huntsmen there as well - besides George Rigs, 
who had succeeded Medealf as Kennel Huntsman of the Cattistock - among them Will 
Welsh, of the B.V.H., Vaiden, of the South Dorset; and Charles Sturman, of the 
Heythrop. 

Colonel Colfax, who had been succeeded as Hon. Secretary to the Hunt 


Committee by Captain Gerald Digby, R.N., proposed the health of Captain Allen Palmer, 


Captain Palmer, in his maiden speech at a Cattistock Puppy Show, made a very good 
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impression, He had always been brought up, he said, to understand that it was a good 


thing for a young dog to be coupled with an old dog, in order to be kept out of bad 
habits and learn good ways; and there was no old dog that he liked better to be 
coupled with than Mr. Milne. He had observed that the feeling in the country was 
one of the greatest sympathy with foaxhunting. He came fram a country - the Dule of 
Beaufort's - which was exceedingly sympathetic towards foxhunting and the Cattistock 
was, if possible, even more so, The farmers were so good as to let them ride over 
their land and knock down their fences, and it was not only the members of the Hunt 
who owed them gratitude for this » but also the Nation; for it made the young men, 
many of them soldiers serving their country, learn to ride straight and hard » and 
to innure themselves to hardship and fatigue; all of which helped to build up the 
greatest nation in the world, 

ir. Milne, in his speech made in answer to the drinking of his health, said 
that he looked forward to the future with every confiderce. Captain Falmer had dome 
to help him in the same way as Mr. Fuller had in past years. He should never have 
dreamt of taking Captain Palmer as his understudy had he not been so highly recommended 
by Mr. Fuller; but being introduced by Mr. Fuller, he felt sure he would be well 
received in the country. Mr. Milne said that they had lost their lst “hipper=in and 
Kennel Huntsman, Medealf, who had been with him far seven seasons, he untul not 
speak too highly of him as a Kennelman and a Hunt servant, and it was with crea 
regret that they had parted at the and of the season. In his place they had George 
Riggs, who was no stranger to them, as he had been with him for twelve years -in 
one capacity or another, He felt sure he would be welcomed by the Cattistock Hunt 
because he was a Dorset-bred man and a Capital servant. 

After three months - including several droughts with scarcely a drop of 
rain - cubhunting began on August 12th, 1912; but continued for only three days, 
Mr. Nilne's Diary recording that for eleven days, foxhunt ing was impossible, 
Captain Palmer's pack was out again on August 27th, and from then until the end 

of the cubhunting season, the Cattistock Hounds were out six days a week - Mr, 


vilne hunting hounds on four of these and Captain Palmer on the other two, Hounds 
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were out 59 days, killing 364 brace, and marking 28 brace to ground, The regular 
season opened on November 4th, 1912, Mr. Milne killing a brace of faxes during the 
day. A summary of the season shows that hounds were out 173 days; killed 84 bure 
of foxes, and marked 52 brace to ground. The Puppy Show was held at the kennels 
during the summer, but I fail to find mention either of the exact date or of the 
Judges. Of course, the iar was imminent at this time and it seems to be possible 
that the records were never made or kept, - 

Hunt expenses were steadily increasing and Mr. Milne, feeling that he 
could no longer afford the expense to which he was put, had sent a letter to th 
Hon. Secretary tendering his resignation, to take effect at the end of the season, 
The Comnittee were very much upset; but recognising the reasons for Mr. Milne's 
letter, instructed the Hon, Secretary to send a circular to the subscribers asking 
them whether they were willing to contribute to the shortage this year, and also 
requesting them to state what they proposed to subscribe in the caning year, At 
a subseouent meeting two weeks later, the Hon, secretary reported that as the result 
of the letter sent out, subscriptions, or promises to Subscribe, to the amount of 
5238.15.0 had been received. The question of the Nastership was further discuss ed 
with Mr, Milne and an agreement reached, by which he agreed to Continue to hunt the 
country under the present arrangement, on the understand ing that he should receive 
£1,700 and any additional subscbiptions which came in, over and above 41,850. The 
Hon, Secretary also reported that £100 had been received from the executors of t he 
late EW .Williams, “8q-e, of Herringst one, in compliance with a memorandum found 
among his papers, 

AS everyone knows, jar was declared in August, and on the opening page of 
Mr. lilne's Diary for 1914-15 > 1 find the following entry s= "Great Suropean War, 
Many men enlisted; our 2nd Whipper-in, Fred Sturmey among them, Hunting very wert: ‘ 

Nevertheless, hounds began going out on august 17th - the War, if I | 
remember rightly, began two weeks before = and by September they were going out five, | 


and often six days a weeks; Captain Palmer taking two days, as before, Under date of 


October 5th, Milne writes:- "I had to join the 2nd S.j.Mounted Brigade, at Great 
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Bentley, near Colchester," 
The Cattistock were still hunting part of the South Dorset country; for I 
find references to meets at Glanvilles Wootton and Wootton jiood, Up to the end of 


cubhunting, they hunted 50 days; killing 32 brace offoxes, and marking 31 brace to 


ground. The Diary at this time is very difficult to follow and, moreover, i cannot 
make out whether “ir, Nilne wrote it up fron data which were furnished him, or whether 
he was there most of the time. Captain Falmer, too, was away at the Front most of 
the time, and I think the Hunt was very much to be congratulated on killing 69 brace 
of faxes in 159 days that hounds were out. they marked 60 brace to ground also. On 
A ugust 12, 1914, the first i/artime ruppy Show was held, Colonel John Williams 

and ir. Yorke Scarlett acting as Judges. ir. W.H.Wroughton was to have cane, but 
could not turn up at the last minute, 

At a Meeting held just before the close of the season, the Hon. Secretary 
produced a financial statement showing a déficite of S171, and it was agreed that this | 
Should be met in the following manner:- Captain Gerald Digby, 430; Lord Digby, £31; 
“.B.Thresher, £20, and Lord Wynford, Colonel Batten, Major Hughes Onslov, and Messrs, 
Busk, Gundry, Middleton, and Sheridan, L10 each. A Guarantee Committee was formed 
as follows:- Lord Yigby, b-500; Capt. the Hon. Gerald Digby, &500; Major Hughes 
Onslow, 4200; Mr. W.G.Busk, £100; Colonel Colfox, 550, and “— ‘hresher, 50. These 
gentlemen had ‘power to add to their number and they were instructed to make arrange— 
ments with Mr. Milne with regard to the future management of the Hunt, and all 
details cmmnected therewith. It was further agreed that Mr. liilne should be asked 
to act as Master, on behalf of the Committee, 

The season of 1915-16 began early. Cubhunting stated on July 27th, the 
earliest date that I have found so far. Just how much time Mr. Milne was able to 
spend with his hounds, it is difficult to ascertain from the Diary; but I should 
think that he was at home during much of the sumner, aS I find an entry on September 
14th, stating that he "rejoined" his Brigade on September 4th. I also find notes 
from time to time, to the effect that Captain - now promoted Major = Palmer was 


"bock on leave", On September 22nd, Mr. Milne wries: ="I came home today, the 
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Brigade having gone abroad, and I was ‘cast! by the Yoctor as being too old." Hounis 
carried on throughout the season, hunting sometimes three, sometimes four, and 
sometimes five, days a week; and I often find notes stating that this or that man 
came home on leave, and that they had a special day for him. Sometimes Riggs hmted 
them ~ sometimes Major Palmer - but more often, Mr Milne himself; at any rate, the 
sport was kept going steadily in those days. On May 2nd, 1916, Major Palmer, who 
was home on leave, had a day from Minterne Seat S, and killed his fax. 

The Entry for the following year, 1916-17, was a very small one - only 4 
couple of dogs and 64 couple of bitches being put on. The Puppy Show was held on 
August 24th, 1916, and Mr. W.M.Wroughton judged the intry, though no guests were: 
asked to the Show, Hounds went out for the first time on August 17th, and since Mr. 
Milne was now definitely out of the War, things seem to have gone better. I find a 
note on Octcer léth, stating that Major Palmer was at home on leave again, and that 
he hunted hounds three days ~ once from Buckland Newton, once from Wraxall Dairyhouse, — 
and a third from Maiden Newton. He and his hounds seem to have been in good fon, | 
for they killed 3 brace of foxes in those three days. In what might be called the | 
cubhunting season, hounds were out D1 days, killing 284 brace and marking 33 bmece to i 
ground, On November 15th, I find a note that Major Palmer died at Amiens, France, 
in a military hospital, 

Hounds were stopped by frost for almost five weeks — January 15th to 
February 17th - and the tally of foxes Killed suffered accordingly: the final tital 
at tne end of the season being 494 brace killed, 94 brace marked to ground, in13l 
days out. Such Puppy Show as there was was held on June 27th, 1917, and the Entry 
of 4 couple of dogs and 5 couple of bitches was Judged by Mr. Ashton Radcliffe and 
Mr. W. Kay. 

On July 17th, 1917, a circular was sent out to the members of the Hunt 
as follows:= 

"The Committee wish to inform subscribers that the number of hounds having 
been greatly reduced, the hunting days next season will be two — or when possible 


three - days per week, The expenses, owing to prevailing high prices, increasai rates 
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and taxes, may exceed the Subscriptions; therefore, it is proposed to ask subscribers 
or residents to take one or more Guarantee Share, each share being ANNUALLY liable 
to a maximum amount of 55 pro rata, 

"Any deficit to be paid off out of the Guarantee Fund. The guarantee is 
in addition to the Annual Subscription. The number of shares taken up for the past 
season was 184, and the call was 12,10s per share; this gurantee was only for the 
past season, 

"Will you kindly let me know whether you will be a guarantor, and if SO, 
the number of shares you are Willing to take? The guarantee to continue till three 
months' notice is given of termination for the following season, 

GERALD DIGBY, 
Hon. Sec. C.H," 

The season of 1917-1918 opened on August lst, Mr. Milne carrying on as 
best he could by himself until the regular season, when 133 couple of Major Hurt's 
hounds came to help hunt the country, their Master taking the place of the late 
Major Palmer. In this connection, it should be explained that on October 17th, 1917, 
the following letter had been sent out to members of the Hunt Committee:- 

"Dear Sir: 

So many members of the Hunt Committee being employed on duties 
connected with the War that it was thought useless to summon a Committee Meeting, 
the balance sheet of the Hunt Funds was therefore circulated without their forml 
approval. 

"A proposal has been received from Major Francis Hurt, offering to 
act as Joint Master with Mr. Milne; he to bring 13 couple of working hounds and to 
pay a share of the expenses, thereby considerably relieving the charges on the Hunt 
Fund and enabling all parts of the country to be hunted, 

"Major Hurt, whose regiment of Yeomanry has been disbanded, has been 
passed for ‘light duty at home', so probably he will not be called upon for service, 
He has had experience in hunting hounds, having hunted part of the Meynell Country; 


is said to be a patient Huntsman; a very good mider; and likely to be popular, 
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"Kindly let me know whether you approve of this proposal, and, if the 
majority of the replies are in the affirmative, you are Willing to depute Mr. Milne 
and the Hon. Secretary to arrange details as near as possible on the terms on which 
the late “ajor Allen Palmer acted as Joint Masters, 

"I may add that the Chairman and Mr. Milne are in favour of the sc heme, 
Major Hurt's hound, being a recognized pack, there is not likely to be any difficulty 
on that score, 

Believe me, 
Yours faithfully, 
GERALD DIGBY” 

Apparently the Committee did approve, far on October 26th, the following 
agreement was entered into:= 

"Major Frances Hurt to be Assistant Master; to hunt the country for two 
days a week, in a sportsmanlike mamer, with a pack composed of 133 couple of hounds 
of his own, increased as necessary by hounds from the Cattistock pack. He will hunt 
the pack himself, providing his own, but not the Whipper-in's horses. Major Hurt to 
pay half the kennel expenses (hound and puppy food, medicine, straw & coal) and half 
the cost of earth-stopping. He will not be liable for the Hunt servants! or ke nel- 
man's wages, unless a 2nd Whipper—in or extra kennelman, either or both, are engaged; 
in which case, he will pay half the wages. On termination of this agreement, Major 
Hurt will be entitled to take only 134 couple of hounds from his working pack (not- 
withstanding that he may have bought other hounds, unless such hounds have been bought 


with the sanction of the Committee) any whelps out of his bitches, and any puppies 


not being walked in Dorset, belong to him. 
"This agreement to cane into force on the date of the arrival of Majar Hurt 's. 
hounds at the Cattistock kennels, and to be terminable on May lst in any year, by ) 
either party giving notice on or before the preceeding February lst," 
Major Hurt's hounds arrived late in October. He only had a very small pack 


of his owns; but, in accordance with the agreement, Mr. Milne loaned him some of the 


Cattist ock Hounds, and they helped out a good deal - hunt ing the country for thi rty- 
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one days, At the end of that time, he advised the Hon, Secretary that, owing to the 
fact that he was unable to get a suitable house in the Cattistock country, and that 
the tenant of his own estate in Derbyshire had been killed, he greatly regretted that 
he must resign the Assistant Mastership of the Cattistock, To this Mr. Milne agreed 
and the arrangement was terminated when hunting stopped on March 10th, 1918, at the 
request of the M.F.H. Association, 
The Puppy Show, such as it was, was held at the kennels on dily 20th, 1918; 
no guests being invited on account of the War, The “ntry - 7 couple of dogs and 34 
couple of bitches - including Lord Rothschild's Young “ntry, which had been given to 
Mr. Milne, were judged by Mr. Ashton Radcliffe and Mr. W.M.Wroughton. Cubhunt ing 
began on August 31st, being late owing to the fact that the harvest was very late, 
Hounds seem to have gone out pretty regularly during the cubhunting season, but I 
note that Mr. Milne rarely took out more than 144 couple, By the time cubhunting 
was over, they had killed only 164 brace and marked 22 brace to ground, being out 
37 days. The pack was augmented by 15 couple of the V.W.H.(Cricklade) which Will Fulle. 
who was on active service in France, had lent him - a very great help. I also find 
an entry ee 28th, lamenting the death of the Earl of Iichester, who had 
always been a great and staunch supporter of the Cattistock Hounds. Despite all 
these difficulties, hounds seem to have gone out four, and even five days a week at 
times, and the early closing of the season did not obtain this year, 
At a Meeting of the Hunt Committee on May 3lst, 1919, a vote of tharks to 
Mr, Milne for having so successfully and economically carried on his duties as 
Master, on behalf of the Committee, during the War, was passed, 
The Puppy Show was held at the kennels on August 18th, and the Entry - 4 
couple of dogs and 94 couple of bitches - was Judged by Mr, Ernest Hancock, M.F.H, 
Dulverton, The tally for the season was 32 brace of foxes killed, and 113 brace 
marked to ground - the lowest record for many years, 
vith the War over, cubhunt ing began on August 20th, 1919, and hounds 
carried on, four days a week, the tally for the cubhunt ing season being 14 brace 


killed and 22 brace marked to ground, This year we find the tally a little better, 
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for in 140 days! hunting 40% brace of foxes were killed and 88 brace marked to ground, 

At a Committee Meeting held on December 18th, 1919, it was agreed tha the 
arrangement with Mr. Milne to act as Master, on behalf of the Hunt Committee, should 
be placed on record, viz; "that Mr. Milne would lend his horses, stabling, and 
saddlery; and feed and groom the horses at 35 shillings per week. All the repla cement 
of horses, shoeing, and repairs to Saddlery to be paid b the Committee, as are all 
expenses in connection with hounds » kennels, lst and 2nd whippers—in and kennelman, 
It was resolved, that a General Meeting of the Supporters of the Hunt should be held 
at Dorchester on January 17th, 1920. Lord Digby announced to the Committee that he 
wished to present his pack of hounds to the Cattistock country; the Committee ac cept- 
ing them gratefully, and passing a cordial vote of thanks to him for his generous 
gift. It was agreed that a circular be sent to Subscribers, drawing their attention 
to increased expenses of the Hunt, and the need of more subscriptions or guarantees: 

"Dear Sir, or Madam 

"I am directed by the Conmittee of the Cattistock Hunt 

to remind Subseribers that the expenses of the Hunt are nay very much greater than 
in the past, and therefore it is necessary that subscriptions should be increased, 
or Guarantee Shares be taken up. 

"Any deficite in the Annual Accounts is paid off by the Guarantors pro rata, | 

#Gach guarantee Share carries an annual liability for a maxim amourt. of 
£5, pro rata, and is deemed to continue annually in force, unless notice is given to 
the Hon, Secretary prior to February lst, of termination, 

"It was resolved that the Subscription of people hunt ing regularly be L10 
per horse, and for occasional hunting £1 per day, with special rates for Naval or 
Military Officers, if ouartered in the district. 

"Yours faithfully, 
GERALD DIBGY, Hon. Sec. C.H," 
" General Meeting of the friends and Supporters of the Hunt was held at 


22 High Bast Street, Dorchester, on January 17th, 1920, ard the following is a draft 


of the proceedings. The meeting, which was well attended, was held at the offices of 
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the County Health Insurance Committee, the Chair being taken by Lord Digby, who was 
supported by Lord Wynford and the Hon. Secretary, Captain» the Hon, Gerald Digby. 
Among those present were Colonel T.A.Colfox, Majors H.B.Nicholson, Batten, Gundry, 
J.H.C.Devenish, and H.J.Groves, Captain Vont gomery Hawkins, the Reverend Achesm 
Gray, Miss Middleton, lirs, Hayward, Mrs. Sparrow, Messrs. V.G.Busk, A.O.Symes, R.G, 
Cave, J.=.Crane, U.Mayo, J.\.Hull, A.Douglas Pass, C.Hawkins, 4.B.Thresher, &.W. Hirst, 
G.J.Sampson, G.Symonds and '¥.Hammond, 

Lord Digby, who addressed the gathering as "Friends and Supporters of the 
Cattistock Hunt" ~ said it was many years since a General Meeting of the Hunt md 
ae called, which he thought they might take as very good evidence that it had been 
carried on to the satisfaction of the country, The Hunt Committee, at their last 
meeting, thought that a General Meeting should now be called in order that they might 
render an account of their Stewardship, and give the supporters an opportunity of 
criticising the course pursued, and make any suggestions as to the future carrying on 
of the Hunt. Their excellent and sporting Waster, Mr. H.A.Milne, accepted the Master- _ 
ship of their Hounds in 1900, and continued as Master until the end of the season of 
1914-15, when he resigned and joined the army, serving with it all that winter, The 
Committee then decided to do their best to carry on the Hunt themselves, not arbi- 
cipating at the time that the War would last as long as it eventually did. Mr. Milne 
most generously lent his horses and stables for the use of the Hunt; and, in May 1925, 


an agreement was come to with him by which he undertook to act as Master, on behalf 


of the Hunt Committees; the latter being responsible for all expenses connected with 
the hounds, Hunt servants, horses, wages, earth-st opping, and other incidental expenses, 
Mr. Milne very generously undertook to ration the horses at a price much under the 
real cost, but the number of subscribers to the Hunt naturally decreased and the 
amount subscribed proved insufficient to meet the current experes. Consequently, 
in May of 1915, fihere was a deficit of 4143 .6.7., but this adverse balance was 
liquidated by some members of the Committee in May, 1916, There was another deficit 
anountint to #371.10.1, but this wes paid by sane menbers of the Committee. In 


June, 1916, a circular letter was sent to the Subscribers asking them to take aie 
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or more Guarantee Shares, each share carrying an annual liability for a maximum 
amount of £5, this guarantee being deemed to continue in force, unless notice ws 
given to the Hon, Secretary, of its termination, before February lst in each year, 
In 1916-17, 184 shares were taken, and the call amounted to 2.10; in 1917-18, 155 
shares were taken, the calls amounting to £1.2.6; and in 1918-19, 153 shares were 
taken, and the calls amounted to 17s 6d, 


Although the number of people hunting, as well as subscribers this year 


showed a gratifying increase, the expenses ecmnected with the Hunt had increased still — 
more repidly; consequently it was necessary to collect more momey, It was sire erely 
hoped that the circular recently issued might have the desired effect » and that more 
Guarantee Shares would be tkken, It was quite impossible for the Hunt to be carried 

on with a greater regard to economy that was dame by Mr. Milne, who was undoubte dly 

ths largest contributor to the Hunt 3 for he not only gave the whole of his time to 

the interest of the Hunt but, by hunt ing hounds himself, in the efficient manner he 
did, he saved the Committee having to keep a Huntsman, as well as having to momt and 
maintain horses for him to ride, which would, of course, entail stabling, grooms, 
saddlery, etc. A short time ago, My, Milne generously presented some young howmds 
which had been given to him when Lord Rothschild's pack was disbanded, to replace 

some old hounds which had to be drafted $ So undoubtedly he was the largest contributor _ 
to the Cattistock Hunt. The Committee, last summer, purchased the draft of the Vale 

of the White Horse Hunt. In caclusion, his Lordship asked for any suggestions as 

to the future carrying on of the Hunt. 

The Hon. Secretary, speaking of the Hunt's fineebes, stated that just before 
the War, the Committee contémplated building stabling and a Stud Groom's cottage, but 
the wstimates nowwere too high. He calculated that they would require £990 to keep 
things going between now and the caming May, and it might be that they would be 
faced with a deficit of about B00. He hoped, therefore » that more Shares would be 
taken. They had two packs of hounds now, for the Chairman had presented his pack to 


the country, and the kennels would require a considerable amount of money spent upon 


them, in the way of paint and other repairs, 
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Major Batten observed that they might well cmeclude that the itreabes of 
the Hunt would be about twice as much as they formerly were. He suggested - ard it 
Was a suggestion he was going to act upon himself —- that they should double their 
hunting subscriptions. The Hon. Secretary stated that if all subscribers would take 
up one Guarantee Share, it would be of the greatest assistance, 

Colonel Colfox, in hearty and avpreciative terms, proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Milne and said that he was sure they would all recognise that they owed him 
a deep debt of gratitude. Before the War » Mr. Milne was Master, and the Committ ce 
got as much money ast they could, and gave it to him; but he was responsible for what- 
ever outstanding balance there was - which generally came to a considerable sum, But 
when the War came, he felt that he could not carry on on those lines, and he smt 
in his resignation, and since then, he had been the servant of the Hunt. This meant 
that, although Mr. Milne made all arrangements as heretofore » he was not responsible 
for any deficit. The onus af responsibility rested upon the Committee, though, as 
a matter of fact, this did not mean that Mr. Milne was spending less than he was 
before the War. It was estimated that the amount of Inoney Mr. Milne was spending 
at the present time made him by far the largest subscriber that the Gattistock Hunt 
had, This was a state of affairs which he thought should be recognised by everyone, 
Vr. Milne had spent an enormous sum of money, not only on hunting the country, but 
in various other ways, he having identified himself with the County of Dorset in a 


5 
way in which fdw Masters of Hounds had, in other parts of England, There was every 
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reason to believe that whatever might happen elsewhere in England, hunting would 


eer 


continue in the Vattistock country so long as they had such a splendid lot of 


sporting farmers as they had now, and always had had. But they must face the fact 


a — 


that if the Hunt was to be camtinued it mist be supported in a more generous manner 
than had been the case in farmer years; and he thought it would be highly necess ary 
that the subscription should be raised to B10, and that the subscription for an 
occasional day should be £1. The country had been deepnly indebted to Lord Digby ; 
they knew that he was the largest subscriber, after the Master, and that he did 


everything he possibly could to foster hunting. He was also very generous when any 
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fund for damage had to be raised. Half the pack belonged to the Country and half 


had belonged to Lord Digby; but now, His Lordship had presented his pack to the 


fountry, so that all the hounds belonged to the Hunt Committee, which was a cors ider- 
able asset, because they had gone up enormously in value. Mr. A.O.Symes seconded the 
motion, which was adopted with acclamation, 

Mr. Nilne, in response, remarked that there had been some doubt as to the 
advisability of calling that meeting; but he thought that on the whole » it would do 
& great deal of good: in so far that there had been enlightenment on the importa nt 
question of finances. As to the kind words that had been said about him, all he 
could say was that anything he could do for the Cattistock Hunt he would be praad to 
do. As a servant of the Hunt, he had felt very strongly that they must cut their 
coat according to their cloth, The hounds had got dam to a very poor state dw ing 
the War; the Government called on them to cut the number down, and they were still 
very short of hounds. He hoped they would be able to find plenty of puppy walkers, 
in order that they might once more see the irppack in a satisfactory state, and suit- 
able to the Cattistock country. He praised the sporting spirit of the farmers in 
the country,and said that but for them the Hunt could not have been kept going during 
the past few years, 

Lord Digby, in response to a vote of thanks for presiding, assured all of 
the continued interest he took in the Sport, and observed, amidst applause, that he 
hoped his sons would follow in his footsteps, 

Apparently there was no Puppy Show in 1920, though I find notes that the 
Young “ntry was judged by Messrs. W.F.Fuller and E.L.Hancock; Mr. Milne putting on, 
in all, eight couple of dogs and five couple of bitches, in addition to two couple 
given by Colonel “uller. Lord Digby died in the spring of 1920, and at a Cammit tee 
Meeting held on the 12th of June, Colonel Colfax said that he wished, on behalf of 
the Cattistock Hunt Committee, to say haw deeply they regretted the death of the ir 
late Chairman, who had done so much for their Hunt » and they desired that the gense 


of their great loss to the country should be recorded in the Ninutes, 
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Colonel Batten proposed that the Hon. Veral Disby should be elected 
Chairman, which motion was carried. It was also proposed by Colonel Yolfox and 
seconded by Lord “ynford, that the minimum subscription to the Cattistock Hunt in 
future be, for residents, £10 per horse, and one guarantee share of 55 per horse, 
For non-residents, b15 per horse. It was also proposed and carried that arrangements 
made with Mr. Milne for carrying on the Hunt be continued - except that he be mid 
the actual cost of foraging the horses, the price to be adjusted from time to time 
by the Chairman, Mr. Busk and Mr. Milne, It was further decided that the Fuppy Show 
be held, and the refreshments paid for by the Hunt, 


According to Mr, Milne, it was a very wet summer, and the hay and harvest 


were much delayed in consequence. Cubhunting began on August 21st, going on far 
days a week until October 30th, with the result that in LO days! cubhuntine, 144 brace | 
of foxes were killed and 23 brace marked to ground. The Cattistock seems to have 
been in a bad way about this time, added to which there was a scare of rabies in 
that part of the country, and hounds were examined every four days by an official 
veterinarian, “hey did not, however, react to any tests, and hunting eantinued. 
Colonel “uller seems to have befriended the pack of which he was at one time Jaint 
Master, for I occasionally find notes of gifts which were undoubtedly greatly 
appreciated. But the tally was still very low, only 444 brade of faxes were killed, 
and &4 brace marked to ground, 

The Puppy Show was held on July 19, 1921, and the Tea given afterwards at 
Chilfrome; there being about 500 people present, as everyone interested in helping 
the hunting was asked. the Judges were Col, W.F.Fuller, M.F.H., Gerald Hardy, Esq., 
and .M.Wroughton, Esq. Once again, I find a clipping from a local paper which tells 
something of the occasion, "A large gathering of the Cattistock Hunt assembled at 
the kennels yesterday in response to the invitation of the Master, to witness the 
judging of the hounghhounds that had been waked during the past year, In the words 
of one of the Judges, theyre was an exceptionally good intry of bitches, and onthe 
flags together they formed as prtty a picture of life, symmetry, and colour, as any 


Master could wish, Mr, Milne has now hunted the Cattistock country for over 20 years, 
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and has always shown capital sport. He is an ideal Master, admired by everybaly, 
and wherever he takes the hounds, he receives a hearty welcome. It is no sinecure 
to hunt a country like the Cattist ock, where he is out most days of the week dur ing 
the season, and for some vears past, Mr. Milne has been assisted by a Joint Master, 
and we understand that Captain Tom Colville of Loders ~ a fine rider to hounds = has 


been appointed Assistant Master for the coming season," 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


I should mention in this connection, that earlier in the year - in January - 
an arrangement had been entered into with Captain Colville, by which he became 
Assistant Master to Mr. Milne: he to find and keep his own horses; to contribute 
£600 towards the upkeep of the packs; and to take up 20 Guarantee Shares 3 this arrange- 
ment to be for one year and to eontinue in force until notice of termination vas | 
given by either party, prior to February lst - Capt. Colville to hunt his own pack 
two days a week, 

After the "driest and hottest summer known for years" — (how often that 
phrase occurs and recurs in Mr. Milnets Viary!) ~ slight rain fell. It was an early 
harvest, the coverts werethick, and scent was poor." Hounds began cubhunting m 
August lst, doing four days a week, lir. Milne taking the Big Pack, andi Capt. Calville 
the Little Pack, on alternate days. As the season wore on, they increased the number 
of days hunted by one, and throughout the season, a Bye-day was put on about every 
oxi week, At the end of the cubhunting, they had hunted 60 days, killing 26 brae 
of foxes and marking 29 brace to ground, 

I am somewhat amused to find an entry under March 2énd, 1922, that Mr. 

Milne went to the Grand National, for he once made great fun of me for doing the 
same thing myself, Perhaps the fact that there was to be a Point-to-Point Meeting 
at Cattistock that vear influenced him! 

Up to 1922 there had been intermittent Hunt Races, but not, as far as I 


can find out, under the official management of the Cattisteck Hunt. I think it was 
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Mr. Milne's young and active Assistant Master who was the prime mover in instituting 
tne regular Cattistock Point-to-Point Meeting which was held at various places until 
1939. The Point-to-Point Meetings, at which the farmers had free admission to the 
grounds and free hospitality from the Hunt in the Tea Tent, were a most important 
institution, Details of these Meet ings may be found in the Appendix, 

At the end of the season hounds had been out 164 days; killed 52% brace 
and marked 125 brace to ground. At the Peterborough Hound Show in 1922 the Cattistock — 
Hounds had done very well = not only winning the Champion Cup with David '20, but 
also taking three other Firsts and two Second Prizes. At the Puppy Show, 234 couple 
of hounds were put on - 11 couple of dogs and 124 couple of bitches. 

At a Committee Meeting held on June 10th, 1922, a letter from the Hon, 
Secretary of the South Dorset Hunt was read, cancelling the agreement then in force 
with regard to the Glanvilles Wootton country, which they resumed at that time and 
which has been hunted by them ever since, Cubhunting began on Auguat lith, hounds 
going out four days a week, as in the previous season, for the first two weeks, when 
two more days a week were added. The tally for the cubhunting season is better than 
for the previous years, which is accounted for by the fact that hounds were out more 
days. They killed 30 brace of foxes and marked 25 brace to ground, 

The regular season opened on November 7, 1922 ~ the Cattistock always opened 
on the lst Tuesday in November - hounds meeting at Maiden Newton and furnishing an | 
amusing day's sport. November seems to have been a good scenting month, good days 
following good days, though the month was marred by an accident to Colonel Forsyth, 
who was killed when his horse fell over a gate in the pastures back of Nethercerne. 
The procedure during cubhunting of hunting 6 days a week had changed to 5 days, and 
in spite of the fact that Mr Milne reports the weather as bad, sport seems to mve 
been excellent, 

Captain Colville's Diary reports a good hunt that he had with the Litt le 
Pack fran Bradford Peverell on March 9th, 1923, finding a fox in the rhododendrons 


and running past Frampton Court, Hast Compton, Round Hill, and finally marking their 
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fox to ground - six miles in 45 minutes, They found again in Hawkins's Gorse; made 


a ring around the "Cow's Belly" and Bronkham, and then went away by Portisham Hill to 
Abbotsbury, where they turned and ran back over the Monument Hill, past Friar Waddon, 
finally losing near Upwey. The next day Mr. Milne, hunting the Big Pack, had a useful 
day from Chelborough Gorse, killing his fox after an hour and 10 minutes of the 
best, in Bracket's, Distemper seems to have been bad that Spring, for I find a note 
which says:= "April 30th - we have 224 couple of hounds dead, including four caple 
of first season hounds. Our whelps are also infected and dying." The Puppy Show 
was held on July 17th, the judges being the Earl of assex, M.F.H., and Commander 
Davy, R.N., Master of the Dartmoor. The season Was a fairly good one, hounds be ing 
out 162 days, and killing 654 brace of foxes, marking 115 brace to ground, Mr. 
Milne notes that distemper played havee with what should have been a wonderful sntry, 
more than 50% being lost out of the 414 couple that came in. 

The cubhunting season opened on August 20th, hounds going out 6 days a 
week, with few exception, up to the opening of the regular season on November 6th, 
1923, There seems to have been a goodly number of cubs in most parts of the country, 
and hounds were out 60 days » killing 204 brace and marking 18 brace to ground, I 
should gather that scent was not good, however. The regular season gave excellent 

in Novenber, 

sport,/except for the last week, when hounds were stopped by frost. The seasa@ was 
about average, but reading between the lines of the Diary, it looks to me as if it 
were slowing going downhill, far out of 166 days that hounds were out » they killed 
only 58% brace and marked 89 brace to ground, The Puppy Show was held on July 22nd, 
1924, and was the occasion of a presentation to the Master of a motor car, which hai 
been subscribed for by the members of the Hunt. 

Capt. Gerald Digby, in making the presentation to the Master, said that 
this was the annual occasion on which they all met, andhhe was very glad to see such 
a large number of friends and acquaintances, particularly as it was rather more than 
their usual Puppy Show, because they had also made it the occasion for a presert ation | 


to Mr. Milne of a motor car and albun, subscribed for by his friends and Support ers 


of the Cattistock Hunt. This, he was glad to Say, was not a parting gift, but was 
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more in the nature of a silver wedding aie » expressive of the high esteem ahd 
very Nininve regard of the donors. Mr. Milne was now in his twenty-fifth seasm, and 
when he first came to the Cattistock country, there were one or two places in which 
hounds were not quite so sell received as they might have been, but, when this was 
told to Mir. Milne, he had said: 'It takes two to make a quarrel, and I certainly shall 
not be one of them', As they knew, he had most thoroughly carried that out in word 
and deed. Vuring the 24 seasons that Mr. Milne had been with then, néturally the 
sport had varied; but it had certainly been of high quality all through. Of caurse, 
sport varied from day to day, and there were many different factors in the way of 
scent, faxes, weather, and what not; but there was one thing that never varied = and 
that was the Master's very good temper and his courtesy to all in the Field. Very 
frequently people who did not hunt regularly with them had said to him that they 
occasionally came and thoroughly enjoyed a day with the Cattist ock because they were 
given a hearty welcome, and the Master was always the same. During the time Mr, 
Milne had been with them, the Cattistock Hounds had become very well known at Peter- 
borough, due to his care in breeding the hounds, and they had had many triumphs in 
the Show Ring, 

When it was under consideration what form the testimonial should take, 
various things were suggested to Mr. Milne, and he (the speaker) was very glad indeed 
when he said that a motor car would bervery acceptable, because it was felt that in 
such a gift, Mrs. Milne would be included, They all knew how much Mrs. Milne had 
done for the Cattistock Hunt - particularly in the way of nursing sick puppies and 
whelps, many of which had turned out to be the best hounds in the pack, and they had 
only recovered from their infantile ailments through the unwearying nursing of Mrs, 
Milne, night and day, In handing over the motor car to Mr. Milne, he was quite sure 
that he was only expressing the feeling of all the dmors in wishing him long life 
and happiness and much sport in the years to come, 

Mr. Milne, in accepting the gift of the Hunt, said that he felt quite over- 
whelmed with gratitude, and if it had not been for the excitement of the Puppy Show, 


as well as that of the presentation, he really thought he would almost have bolted, 
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On an occasion like this, perhaps Mr, Surtees, in one of his inimitable books, gave 
them a very good precedent as regards a presentation, In the book, it was menti oned 
that a present was being given to a late Waster of Hounds, and it took the form of 
a cup. There was the inevitable dinner, and afterwards, the gentleman who made the 
presentation said:={"Mr So-and=so, here! the mug", to which the recipient got up and 
replied: "Thanks for the jug." 

But an occasion like the present one required a word or two more than that, 
although words really failed him to tell them how grateful he was bo one and all for 
their beautifub gift; but what he valued more was the good feeling which had prompted 
it. He had been subjected to a certain amount of good—natured chaff at having chosen 
a motor car, but the Chairman had mentioned that a great deal of his (the speaker's) 
happiness and success with the Hunt was due to his wife. He knew perfectly well that — 
one of her great wishes was to have a motor car; therefore he thought it would be a 
very nice gift for both of them, Personally, he didn't know that he liked motor cars 
any better than he used tp, for he still thought they were an invention of the old 
gentleman; but, everyone else had a car, and one must keep in the swim to a certain 
extent; therefore, now that he had one himself, very likely his feelings would alter 
and he would get to like it. Vuring the 25 years htat he had been there, he thought 
he could say that the relations with everyone had been of the very pleasantest = at 
least so far as he was concerned, Everyohe had been most friendly and he was truly | 
grateful for that, as well as for their handsome gift. It would interest them to | 
know that during the time he had been there, the Cattistock Hounds had killed 3, 386 | 
foxes and run 2,469 to ground; which made a total of very nearly 6,000 foxes ace ourted 

for. The average worked out at 71 brace per season killed - and that included the 
var period, when they were hunting very little, and one season killedonly 36 brace, 
The largest number was 944 brace, when their friend, Colonel ‘uller was helping him, 
He would like to thank everyone, not only for that gift, mt also for all the kind- 
nesses that they had shown him the past 2) years. He would first put the landowners ; 


secondly, but by no means second in his estimation, the tenant farmers and occupiers 


of lands; thirdly, everybody in the villages and so on, who were so pleased to see the | 
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hounds come through and have a chat about them, Then there was one word of thanks 
to the Huntsman, Gearge Riggs, He had been with them nearly 24 years, in one capacity | 
or another, and there was only one thing that he objected to about Riggs = and he 
had told him so many a time - that was that he had married the best parlourmaid that 
they had ever had at Chilfrome and taken her away from there, Although it was such 
a happy and pleasant day, yet it was tinged with a certain amount of sorrow. Captain 
Digby had said that the gift of the motor car was not a notice to quit, and ity was 
very kind of him to say so; but he could not help remembering that he was not as 
young as he used to be, and there could not be a very long time that he camld pess ibly | 
go on hunting the hounds. In reiterating his thanks for the gift » Mr. Milne facet ious 
observed that they were going to use the ear tomorrow, but he was not going to drive | 
it. They were going to look at two more packs of hounds, so that the first thing 
the car would be used for would be in a very good cause, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I 
thank you very very much," were Mr. Milne'ts final words, 

The season of 1924-25 found Mr. Milne alone again, Colonel Colville having 
taken a pack - the Cotswold ~ in his owne country, his seat being Sandiwell Park - and 
in comsequence, Mr. Milne had to do the 5 days alone -— hard work for even a younger 
mans they were out 59 days, killing 183 brace of foxes, and marking 17 brace to 
ground, I find that in sane weeks, when meets were far from home, he reduced it to 
4 days. The season seems to have been only a fair one, as out of 170 days when hounds 
were out, they only killed 46 brace of foxes, although they marked 106 brace to 
ground, 

» The season of 1925-26 found Mr. Milne still alone, although he felt that 
he would be happier if he had someone to assist him in the really arduaous work of 
hunting hounds five gays a week, A motion had been passed at a Committee Meet ing 
held in November of 1925, that an advertisement be placed in the sporting papers 
stating thet "a Joint Master will be required for the Cattistock Hounds for next 
season; with a view to future Mastership." But, for sane time, the advertisement | 


brought no reply, and it was not until March, 1926, that an application from Major 


H.C.Watt to cmme as Joint Master for one season, and then to become Master, was 
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received, After careful consideration it was not accepted, and on March 8th a letter 
from Lord Digby was received offering to become Joint Master with Mr. Milne for one 
or two seasons, - at his own option. Condiitions of agreement to be as per previous 
Masters. This seems to me rather anbiguous, as there had been several Masters, each 
of whom had been bound by slightly different agreements. However, satisfactory 
arrangements were completed, and with the knowledte that another year would bring 
able assistance in his work, Mr. Milne began the season of 1925-26. In 53 days of 
cubhunting they killed 20 brace of foxes, and marked 30 brace to ground; while in 
the entire season, they killed 27s brace and marked 94 brace to ground, 

It looks to me as if the earth-stopping was none too good. It was in this 
season that I hunted with the Cattistock again, and I regret to say that I was very 
much disappointed with what I saw, although Mrs. Higginson and I were received with 
the greatest kindness by the Master and Mrs. Maine, and shown every courtesy. I had 
two days with hounds in the field byt they were not either of them good ones. To 
look at, the bitches were a very nice lot, but the dogs were big and distinctly fla- 
sided. 

Although the tally for 1926-27 was not a particularly good one, Mr. Milne's 
Diary contains a summary of the season for the first time ina good many years, 
Hounds were out 170 days, killing 593 brace of foxes, and marking 48 brace to ground. 
4n analysis of the ork of the two packs states that the Big Pack, which Mr. Milne 


hunted, killed 354 brace, while Lord Digby's pack, the little Pack, killed 24 brace, 


The Hunt servants remained the same as in the former year. The cubhunting season ! 
had been a bad one for, out of 52 days when hounds were out, only 2 brace were killed 
an average of one fax per day. Lord Vigby mounted the men om the days when he hunted | 
hounds, lir. Milne doing the same on his days. In the account of the Puppy Show, which 
was held at the kemels on July 19th, Lord Digby took a prominent part, and the 

prizes were presented by Lady Digby who was introduced by the Senior Master. The 


Judges were Wr. John Williams, Master of the Four Burrow, Mr. Yorke Scarlett, Master | 


of the Tedworth oodlaml, and Colonel W.F.Fuller, Master of the V.ii.H. (Cricklade), 
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Mr, Milne was away for a month in the middle of the winter of 1928-29, 
having accepted the invitation of the M.F.H. Association of America to judge at its 
annual Hound Show in New York at the end of January. During his absence, there was 
a calamity at the kennels; for George Riggs » who had been a trusted Hunt Servant of 
the Cattistock for many years, shot himself during a period of mental depressim for 
which no one could account. Of course, Rises was getting old and could no long er 
ride up, ‘when hounds really ran; and it may have been the realisation that he was no 
longer able to properly fulfill his duties as lst “Nhipper=in that led to his death, 
Be that as it may, his place was taken by Reg Holland, who had been acting as 2nd 
Whipper-in for several years. Holland's lack of ex erience in the kennels was, at 
first, very evident, but with Mr. Milne himself constantly on hand to drrect the 
feeding and care of hounds - the Young “ntry in particular - things went along fairly 
well, and the Puppy Show was held on July lith, 1929, Col Fuller of the Cricklade, 
Col. Speke of the Taunton Vale, and Col. Sutton of the South Dorset, acting as Judges, 
The summary of the season was not a good one » hounds being stopped 25 days by frost, 
and 10 days by an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease which brought everything to a 
standstill. Milne's summary states that hounds were out 161 days, the Big Pack 
killing 324 brace, and the Little Pack (Lord Digby's) 224 brace ~ a toal of 55 brace 
for the year. 
The season of 1929-30 began on August l2th, and the tally at the end of the 
cubhunt ing- hounds being out 52 days - was 274 brace killed, and 26 brace marked to 
ground. I should say that, taken as a whole y it was a pretty good season, with Mr 
Milne and Lord “i oby alternating in taking out their packs; doing 5 days a jaa 
between them, Lord Vigby is a bold horseman and we had perhaps our best days =< 
from a galloping point of view - with the bitch pack, though the tally shows that 
more foxes ware killed by the dog pack, I think perhaps the best day I had that 
season was on Saturday, November 30th, when hounds met at South Perrott. Lord Digby 
was hunting them, and though the day was unfavourable, seent was apparently good, 
We fourid our first fox not far from Seaborough Court, but he got to ground very 


shortly, and the next hour produced nothing, Then a move was made to Potwell, where 
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a fox was soon holloaed away, Breaking m the far side and bearing slightly left- 
handed, he made straight for Henley, The going was a bit heavy and the Axeknoller 
River was in flood, and hounds went along at top pace with plenty of cry, Crossing 
the River in the valley, a good many people came to Brieds; the Master got over in 
front, and about ten others, but the bulk of the Field rode around by Mosterton, 
and there were only a few of us up when hounds marked their fox to ground at the top 
of the hill, 

I find that I have written in my Diary at theend of the season a sort of 
resume dealing with the two schools of foxhtinting and foxhounds which seemed to exist 


at that fime. It reads as follows:- "I find that the provincial packs, like the 


South and West ‘Wilts, the liverton, the Four Burrow, the Cattistock, the V.iW.H. 
(both packs), the Portman, and may others that I wuld name, are divided into 2 schools - 
that I may term ancient and modern for want of a better expression. The "ancient" | 
has an excellent exponent here at Cattistock, and the "modern" is best exemplified by 
the South and West “ilts, Jack Vilne, whose judgment I respect tremendously, is, to 

my way of thinking, absolutely hide-bound by tradition. It is all very well to say 
that a hound MUSY have great bone; MUST have good kneews, MUST be straight, MUST be 
big, etc., but of what avail are all these qualities if said hounds cannot, or do 

not, hunt properly, It is all very well to Say 'bad scent' — the Huntsman's old 

excuse (I've used it many times myself in my youth), but scent cannot always be bad, 
though there are days when it is undoubtedly at the bottom of the trouble. Hownds 
should have such good nose s that they can hunt on dyas when scent is indiffermt, 

at any rate, and it should not be necessary to have the country flooded and knee- 

deep in mud before they can run + all, Moreover, even on these days - I say "These 
days" because the country here at the present time is in that emdition - hounds do 

not work as they should, They are slack in drawing and deficient in cry. This is 

not true of all hounds of the ‘ancient! type, but it is true of these at Catt ist ock; 
and yet Milne said to me the other day when I Suggested that he go over and lod at 
Bell's hounds with me = "what's the use? He has nothing to look at; nothing I want 


to use certainly." As far as looks go, he is perfectly correct in that statemetit , 4 
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and yet it is impossible to compare the work of the two packs in the field, I have 
seen the Youth and jest Wilts hounds at work; seen them finds; and run like smoke ; 
and account for their féxes every time I've been out with them. I am inclined to 
think that Bell almost errs on the other side of the question - if a hound is 
Straight, et. ete., he is inclined to look on it with suspicion; to condemn it almost 


before he gives it a chance to show what it ean do; but there must be a middle course, 


and I think that the more modern school, which looks for cuality and voice and a 
desire to work and find their fox, is nearer success than the other school which looks 4 | 
for Peterborough first; and hopes that they will be all right in their work. I am 
inclined to think that if the South and “est Wilts pack were to cane into the 
Cattistock country, they would show far better sport, and kill far more foxes, 
"There is one other thing that I must Say — though I feel almost disloyal 

in saying it - and that is that niether Hunstman here is what Ishould term first -class, 
Lord Digby is young and keen and there are days when he hunts hounds very wells but 

he is not a hound man, and is very much handicapped by having had little experience 

in hunting hounds. Jack Milne is, to my mind, one of the greatest old sportsman that 
ever drew breath; his knowledge of a fax's ways, and of hounds! ways, is very great, 

and he has been a great Huntsman, but he is close to 70 and cannot always be wilth his 
hound when he wants to. Ona good scenting day - really good day, when hounds can 

do most of it alone — he is perfect; but on days when quicness is required, he can't 
get there. It is said that 'quick Huntsmen make quick Hounds', and vice versa, and the 
result in this case is foreordained. Just the reverse is true of the South and West 
Wilts. Ikey Bell is still a young man; full of energy and dash; and he instills 

these qualities into his houhds. ,Moreover, they will go to him like a flash anywhere, | 
at any time, and through anything. The result is that when he wants his hounds, he | 
can get them in a minute, Even a novice can see the slaclness and the lack of voice 
that is evident in the Cattistock ivi at times," 

Some years later, when Ikey Bell brought the Youth and West Wilts pack into 

the Cattistock country, the above prophesies tumed out orrect 3; but that cames later, 


All this I wrote before I had any thought of taking on the Mastership of the Cattist ok 
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myself; but it is interesting, because it throws a certain light on the changes which 
occurred afterwards, The summary of the season - Lord Vigby's last - as givenin Mr, 
Milne's Diary, was 55 brace killed, and 119 brace marked to ground, 

There has been many rumours of Lord Digby's impending resignation at the end 
of the season, but the first positive notide I received of it came in a letter from 
Mr. Milne, dated January end, 1930, and reads-in part - as follows :-"Kenny Digby has 
resigned, so I have done the same. It is a great wrench after 30 years, but I can't 
go on forever; and can't afford to go on by :myself and dm't think I cqld put up 
with another Joint, unless I could pick and choose same, je are advertising fo a 
Master, but fear we shall have great difficulty, as we can't offer enough cash," 

The official mention of this impending change is noted in the minutes of 
a Meeting of the Hunt Committee which was held on January 6th, 1930. At that time 
letters of resignation of the Mastership were read and accepted with the greatest 
regret, and the Hon. Secretary was requested to write and thank Lord Vigby for the 
sport he had shown in his four years of Mastership; and to Mr. Milne for his thirty 
years of Mastership, during which he had dme everything possible to maintain good 
Sport and good feeling in the country, and had brought the hounds to their prese nt 
high standard, 

At a further Meeting, held in February, four applications for the liast ership 
were considered, and further consideration of Mr. Higginson's application was deferred 
to the next Vommittee meeting, at which he was invited to attend, A week later, an 
agreement was reached with the Hunt Committee, lir., Higgins having explained to them 
his intentions as regarding the hunting of the Cattistock Country in conjunction with 
Mr. Milne, who had consented to act with him, 

A General Meeting of subscribers to the Cattistock Hunt was held at the 
King's Arms Hotel, “orchester, on Wednesday evening, March 5th, 1930, to confirm the 
selection by the Hunt Committee of Mr. A.H.Higginson as Master, Captain the Hon, 
Gerald Digby, R.N., Hon. Sec., presided and explained that after four years' partner- 
ship with the Rev, H.A. Milne, Lord Vigby had resigned the post of Joint Master, 


This entailed the resignation of Mr. liilne as well and, after considering several 
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applications, the Committee had chosen Mr. Higginson, who for 17 or 18 years had 
hunted in his native land - America - and had also followed the Cattistock pack, He 
had stipulated that for the lst season, Mr. Milne should be Joint Master, and md 
pointed out that owing to business, he would be obliged to be in America for periods 
in summer and winter, and, in his absence, lir. Milne would act for him. 

Mr. Henry Dampney, seconding, said it was a great pity that Mr. ut ile had 
to give up his appointment. The secret of his success was that he was good to the 
people who did not hunt. The motion having been carried with applause, Mir. Higginson 
address the meeting. He said he was much obliged for the honour of being Master with 
the Rev. H.A.Milne. He had hunted with the Cattistock pack for a season and a half, 
and greatly liked the country. He would do his best to give them good sport, 

Colonel Volfox expressed thanks to the retiring Masters. They owed Lord 
Digby a great debt of gratitude for during his 4 years as Joint Master he had given 
them excellent sport. Mr Milne had been their friend for 30 years and vhen they 
heard recently that he was to retire, they felt that it would cause a great bred in 
their lives, they were now pleased to know that, for one more season at least, he 
would continue with the Hunt, ra, 


ay 
Capt. the Hon. Gerald Vigby, R.N., was thanked for his services as Hm. 


Secretary, on motion of Lord Wynford. a | . 
As can be seen from what I have already written, I had come to the conclusim _ 
that the Cattistock pack was sorely in need of fresh blood. I think that if Mr. 
Milne had been a yo nger man, he might have felt the same; But it is a very difficult 
thing for a Master who has hunted a country brilliantly for 30 seasons to realise 
deficiences which are apparent to a newcomer, In order to be sure that I was not 
making a mistake, or treating Mr. Milne unfairly, I cmsulted several Nasters who 
belonged to what I have already termed the modern! school, and found that without 
exception, they felt as I did, Accordingly, I visited several countries where 
hunting conditions were somewhat similar to those in the Cattistock country; talked 


with their Masters at length; and in some cases, bought hounds of known excellence 


and noted for their cry = in which the Cattistock pack was distinctly deficient < 


287, 
with the idea of using them in future breeding operations. I feared that Mr. Milne 
would take exception to this, and for that reason I did not suggest that any of them 
should be included in the "Big Pack" which he hunted, Several of these newly acquired 
hounds came from Sir “dward Curre's pack; others fram the Four Surrow and the Tiverton 
in fact, Sir Ian Amory was kind enough to give me two of his best stallion hounds - 
Bondsman '24 and Licter '23 - both of whom traced to sires, who, although in the Stud 
Book, were markedly not of the fashionable strain which Mr. Milne had used. The 
stallion hound which came from Sir Edward Curre's - Tuner '27 - was, like all the 
Itton Court pack, fullof elsh blood, and although he and his ancestors were in the 
Stud Book, Mr. Milne took exception to by breeding the Cattistock bitches to hin, 

or entering his progeny in the Cattistock pack, 

In an effort to conciliate him, I suggested that he have sole charge of the 

breeding operations of the pack which he hunted; and permit me to breed my pack as I 
chose; but to this proposition he was not willing to accede; and as he was on the 
Hound Sub-Committee which passed upon the Young Entry each season, it led to dis- 
agreement, which made it very difficult for us to go on together., and caused his 
resignation at the end of our first season. My performance in the field during our 
first season together was very ppor; I believe I killed 164 brace of foxes, as against 
his 38 braces; but I felt that my poor showing was entirely due to my own inefficiency 
as a Hun$sman, and not to the hounds which I hunted. Taken as a whole, the season 

was not a bad one, Holland continued as lst ‘hipper-in and Kennel Huntsman, ami we 
engaged a new 2nd dhipper-in, Jack Hewlett, from the Hast Essex, who was as capable 
and efficient as any Master of Huntsman could wish, and I was genuinely sorry vhen 

Mr, Milne told me, early in February, that he felt that he had better not try to carry iH 
on after the end of the season, In spite of our differences of opinion about hound ; 
breeding, he was very kind and very helpful to me in many ways, and I have always 

felt that the break in our relations was purely technical and not in any sense person 

In those days business made it necessary for me to go to America each 

winter, and I was away from Cattistock during the months of January and the first week 


in February. During that time Mr. Milne carried on as usual, and Holland, who had no 
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previous experience in hunting hounds » took my pack during my absence. On the last 
day of March, 1931, Ikey Bell brought the South and West Wilts to the Cattistock 
country, and I think an account of that day's sport will be interesting - not only 
to those who remember the day, but to others who were not so fortunate. My Diary 
reads as follows:- 


"Ikey Bell's day with the South & West ‘Wilts in our country. They met 


at Sydling Barn at 11:30 a.m.e, and there was, I think, the biggest Field of the year 
out to greet him, Several Masters of Hounds ~ eight in all - Col. Digby of the V.W.He,t 
Miss Guest, Col. Speke of Taunton Vale, Mr. Hancock of the Dulverton, Capt. Cox of 
the Seavington, Bell, Milne, and myself. When I rode up to the meet I found Bell 
standing with his hounds, so I gave my horse to Holland and waked over to shake 
hands with him, As we stood there chatting, he said, "Well, this is rather an historic ) 
occasion, isn't it - two American Masters, each hunting their own hounds, greeting 
each other in the field in #ngland? " It was odd, wasn't it? As I say, there 
were a great many people out, smme from the Blackmore Vale, smme from the South & 


West Wilts., some from the South Dorset, and from other neighbouring packs, and, 


believe me, it was rather a hard Field to handle, and old Milne left it all to me. 


I was rather proud of my men and horses 3 they looked smart and workmanlike, and they 


a ene ane 


looked better than anyone else's, 
"Well, he drew Sydling Wood and I myself holloaed away his first fox, which 
gavé us a nice run through the big wood to East ood, when he began dodging about 


} 
f 


and finally got to ground. A second fox, found in Hast Nood, was killed after a short Wy 


hunt of perhaps twenty minutes = a vixen it was = but it was hunt enough to give | | 


hounds a very good chance to show what they could do, Condiitiions were just about as 
bad as they well could be = there was a cold, raw, drying, wind, and I don't think 
that the Cattistock hounds could have rum a yard, but these hounds of Bell's kept 
trying and driving on with a persistence that is one of their greatest attributes, 
It is all very well for critics to say that they riot and babble, etc, They don't 
babble at all, and they seldom riot, but they do kill foxes =~ as the day proved, to 
my great joy. They are a queer looking lot, some of them good looking, but most of 


them anything but that - all sorts and shapes and sizes = but they do hunt, and they 
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have a wonderful cry, 

"The Field were very good, after I had persuaded then not to ride over 
hounds, but it was cold and they were aching for a gallop, and it was very hard to 
keep them in hand, Presently we found another fax and had a very nice hunt of about 
forty minutes, finally killing on the lawn in front of "Upeerne House", quite me of 
the loveliest old manors in the countryside, It was a very spectacular kill, 2 
hounds had run their fox hard and he = dead beat — had lain down in the garden, where 
he was discovered by some of the maids:, who holloaed., Hounds came to the holloa 
and Mr, Charles had to get on his feet again, and he tried to inde round the house, 
but was finally rum into and killed, in full view of the entire Field, A big dog fox, 

and a most interesting and creditable performance. Ikey drew again and found, but 
scent was now very poor and the Field had dwindled to a few; so — at 4 o'clock we 
came home, A most satisfactory day and oe that was enjoyed to the full by everyone, 
in spite of the raw, nasty weather, 

Hounds put up a great show, and Bell should be very proud of them, I rode 
'Brandy' the first part of the day, and Henry Vaughan's big horse the second, ad 
both carried me very well,! 

On Saturday, April 25, 1931, we had our clos ing day, Mr. Milne hunt ing 
hounds - the end of his long reign - thirty years Master of the Cattistock Houmis, 
Hounds met at the kennels at 11.30 a.m. The weather could not heve been warse — | 
that is from a spectacular point of view - for the rain came down in sheets and it 
blew half a gale at times; but it was the old man's last day hunting hounds, as scent 
was excellent throughout. ie found a brace at Chalmington in the morning, and, in 
spite of good scent, hounds could do little with them, losing after a short hunt. I 
think Milne was considerably hampered by his Field, though I did my best to keep 
them off his back, 

We then drew for three hours - without result - the trouble was to fimd in 
such stormyy weather, We finally did, in Breakheart Gorse, and ran hard for 15 


minutes towards Targets, where we killed, It was then 5,00 o'clock, but Mr. Milne 


drew North Hill, and found almost at once; the fax going away towards Minterne, but 
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turning back through Sydling Wood and running hard by Stagg's Folly again, and on to 
North Hill, where he turned right-handed and ran parallel with the Cerne road, to 
Sydling Valley, crossing the river and the Sydling road, and bearing right-handed 
round the village of Sydling, to ground in a main earth on Strode's Farm, where we 
had run several to ground before. It was a nice hunt of just an hour's duratia, 
The summary at the end of the season was - 56 brace of foxes killed, and 
653 brace marked to ground, Of these, Mr. Milne killed 38 brace, while the other Is 
brace were accounted for by my packs; the great diserpeancy being due, in my opinion, 
to two facts -— first » My own inefficiency as a Huntsman; second, my entire lack of 


knowledge of the country or of the hounds which I was hunting. 


CHAPTER FIFTEEN 


In February I had written to the Committee that since Mr. Milne had aivised 
me that he would not entinue as Joint Master » 1 proposed to cut the hunting dow to 
4. days a week — hunting hounds myself 2 days, and truning the "Big Pack" over to 
Holland whom I promoted to Huntsman; Hewlett taking on as lst “hipper-in, and Frank 
Land being engaged as 2nd Whipper-in for Holland's days. To this the Committee 
acquisced. The Hound °ub-Committee met at the kennels on April 26th, and after a 
somewhat lengthy discussion, agreed to accept the pack as suggested by the Master, 
including the entire Young Entry. 


The Puppy Show was held on August th, 1931, somewhat late because of my 


having to be in America during the early part of the summer; the entry was judged 
by Col Fuller, D.S.0., and Capt. Maurice Cox, M.F.H. Seavington, It was a particularly | 
important occasion because of the presentation to Mr. Milne, which followed the | 
judging. The following is the account of the day, as published in the Western Gazette: | 

"The annual Puppy Show of the Cattistock Hunt is always a popular fixt ure | 
which precedes the hunting season, and this year it proved no exception to the rule, 
but was invested with a note of sadness by the fact that the Rev. &.A.Milne had 
resigned the Mastership of the pack of hounds which has long been famous in hunt ing 


cireles throughout Mngland, It hardly seems possible to think of the Cattistock 
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Hounds without Mr. Milne as Master after 31 years in the hastership and Joint Vaster= 
Ship. Throughout that long period he has proved himself to be every inch a sportsman, 
and some of the finest hunting in Dorset has been made idtd iit under his Master ship 
and the whole—hearted co-operation of the Subscribers and Followers of the Hunt.. to 
say nothing of the owmers and occupiers of land over which the hunting has taken 
place, 

"A clever and expert horseman, Mr. Milne has at all times proved himself 
to be a worthy leader; and an admirable trait in his character has been his care am 
solicitude for the hounds. His cheery personality has endeared him to everyone, and 
his countless friends unite in the hope that in the future he may often be seen 

riding to hounds with the pack which, under his regime, has gained an enviable 
reputation. Mr, Milne finished his active connection with the Cathistock Hounds at 
the close of the last Season, when he was Joint Master with Mr. A.Henry Higginson, 
an American who quickly gained a place in the hearts of the hunting fraternity in the 
Cattistock country. So admirably did he second the efforts of Mr Milne that unbounded | 
Satisfaction has been caused by his appointment as the Master of Hounds, and there | 

is no doubt that the high tradition of the Cattistock will be maintained, 

"Thursday was the day appointed for the annual Puppy Show, and 21 couple - 
9 dogs and 12 of bitches, - were sent ‘in by the Puppy Walkers to be judged, The 
weather was beautifully fine and the attendance was one of the largest that has been 
seen at these annual gatherings. As the hounds were marshalled on the flags at the 
kennels by Huntsman Reg Holland, assisted by lst Whipper-in, Jack Hewlett, they 


created a highly favourable impression, and a good workable pack will be availadle 


11] 


| 


Symes; 3, Barrister, Mr. W.J.Oxenbury; 4. Boreas, Mir, J.Hansford; BITCHES — 1, Baffle — 


next season, After a critical and lengthy inspection, the Judges made their awards 


as follows:= DOGS - 1, Boaster, waiked by Mr. Stanley Foot; 2, Bickerey Mr. Faster 


Mr. 5.F.Chicks 2, Binnacle, Mr. A.J.Denning; 3. Diffident, Mr. Thomas; 4. Banjo, 
Capt. Atkinson. COUPLES ~ 1, Bickerer and Dutiful, Mr. Foster Symes; 2. Arson and 
Burnish, Mr. C, Bryant.; 3. Agent and Drama, Mr. Jones; 4. Blower and Bungle, Mr. J. 


Meech. CHAMPION DOG HOUND = Boaster, which gained for Mr. Stanley Foot the Challenge 
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Trophy presented by Mrs Sparrow of Chantmarle - a replica of the famous Cattistock 


hound, Samel, 


"When the judging was over, the company made their way by car and afoot 

to a field kindly lent by Mr. J. Meech where hospitality was dispensed by Mr. ad Mrs, 
Higginson, Mr. Higginson thanked the Puppy Walkers for sending in such a very 
good Entry, the Judges considering that it was an excellent lot of hounds, As ge 

had said last year, without the Puppy Walkers it would be impossible to have a decent 
Entry, and without a good Entry every year, they could not get a pack of hounds, He 
was going to try and keep up the pack to the same excellent standard as had been 
maintained by Mr. Milne; he did not say that he should do it as well, but he would do 
his best to carry on in the forthemming season, and therefore he hoped that they 
would all help him, He wanted them to remenber that he was a stranger to sane of 
them; he might not always recognise them, but he was always going to say "hullo" to 
everybody, and he hoped they would all understand that. He was grateful to the two 
gentlemen who had been kind enough to judge the — 

"The interesting ceremony of presenting the prizes was then graciously 
performed by Mrs. Higginson, and the winners heartily acclaimed, 

"The Hon. Gerald Digby, Chairman of the Hunt Committee, said there was one 
more presentation to make and that was to "Our Champion Master", on behalf of the 
Subscribers, as a smll mark of their esteem and regard for him, and for all the 
sport that he had shown during the many years he had been with them, Throughout. his 
thirty-one seasons, there had been emtinuous sport and a happy feeling had alvays 
pervaded the Hunt. Mr. Milne was an outstanding example of how hounds should be 
handled, and that was shovm by the number of foxes that had been accounted for and 
the number that had been hunted. He was also an outstaming example of the way 
hounds should be bred, as was indicated by the sport that had been provided and by 
the successes achieved in the Show Ring. One of the most noteworthy qualities af 
Mr. Milne had been the way in which he had always kept his temper; he never hurried 
or fussed in the field, and was always ready to give a jolly word of recognition 


to anyone over whose land he happened to be hunting - especially if they happened to 
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be non-riding people, The thanks of the Hunt were also due to Mr. Milne, durin the 
many years she had been the Master's wife, for the large number of sick and ailing 


puppies she had nursed back to becane useful hounds in the pack, The form which the 


Presentation took was a cheque and an album containing the list of the doors, Amid 
enthusiastic applause the Hon, Gerald Digby handed the gifts to Mr. Milne. The album, 
a beautiful piece of craftsmanship, was gound in full erush brown morocco, with gold 
fillets, and the leaves were illuminated in colour. The Title Page read as follows:- 
"'Presented to the Reverend 4.A.Milns after thirty-one seasons of 

Mastership and Joint Mastership of the Cattistock Hounds » this rollvof friends, well- 
wishers, and supporters of the Hunt, together with a cheque, in grateful recognition 
of the sport he has show m, his unfailing courtesy and tact, and all he has done for : 
theccountry during his long term of office, with the hope that he will be able for | 
many years to enjoy his favourite sporty" ; 
"The Reverend E.A.Milne, who was warmly greeted, said that it was a rather 
sad day for him, for, as they knew, he was separating himself from active partic ipat ian) 
in the management of the Cattistock Hunt. It was also a sad day for him because the | 
puppies they had seen would be the last he should have the pleasure of breeding for 
the pack, But the kind words which Capt. Digby had spoken alleviated that sadness 
to a great extent, as also did the way in which they had so kindly received those 
words. e only wished that one half of what Capt. Digby had said was true, but he 
did hope that a certain amount of it was, At any rate, he had always tried to show 
Sport and to keep up the great tradition which the Cattistock Hunt had always held 
throughout England, He had followed very difficult men - Starting with Lord Paitiocady | 
Lord Guilford, and Col Chandos Pole, but he hoped that he had not made too many 
mistakes, ‘hat he had dane was entirely a labour of love — love for the country and 
also for the hounds - and he did not exnect » or really wish any reward for that labour | 
of lowe, Jt was only a few years ago, when he had been Master for twnety-five years, 
that they had given him a motor-car, and it came as a great surprise to him tht they | 


had been kind enough to make another presentation to him on his retirement, Words 


failed him to thank them sufficiently, and he hoped that the A lbum would be haded 


- ou be 2% Oye. els 
' 


2 sasesee ‘ 
— 


Com 
sine 


sy, 


an —_ 2 


- 


9 = 
= 


eri $8: a i ioe sox! mei 
1. sae 


i a owt tb nabeasa 
: “i _ alt 
wb ytoegge aaa! 


Yhap 


_ 


os 


> 


29h. 


_ 


down to future generations of his family to prize as mch as he should prize it 
himself, | 

"Proceeding, Mr. Milne said he knew that statistics were very dull, mt 
he wished them to bear with him for a moment while he gave a few. In the 31 years 
that he had been Master and Joint Master, he had hunted 4,829 days, The hounds had 
killed 4,126 faxes and run 3,756 togground, so that in all, the hounds — he did not 
say himself ,-for he always said that the hounds got the foxes, and not the Huntsman = 
he had accounted for 7,882 foxes, which was a very good record. He attributed that 
entirely to the help of the Puppy Walkers, The hounds had competed at the three 
biggest shows in the West of England = the Exeter Show, now done away with, the South 
of England Show at Reigate, and at Peterborough, and they had won 73 prizes, irduding 
26 Champion Cups, But, without the help of the Puppy Walkers that would have been 
absolutely impossible, He wanted to thank everyone who had helped him, and he should 
like, first of all, to thank his predecessors, Mr. John Hargreaves and Col Chamos 
Pole, because, when he came there, he did not think that anybody had a better pack 
of hounds than that which he was left with, Then there were the Fuppy Walkers, whom 
he thanked very heartily, because he thought that their help was so valuable, Then 
thanks were due to the tenant farmers because they were of importance in this country 
and he could not say adequately what kindness he had received fran the tenant f:rmers 
in the Cattistock Hunt. They had a reputation throughout England of being the best 
Sporting farmers in the country. He hoped they would keep up that reputation md 
not let it fall. Then came those very important people, the landlords, whom they 
could not do without, If a landlord said that tenants were not to keep foxes, it 
would be very difficult to carry on hunting. “herefore, he desired to record his 


gratitude to the landlords in the Cattistock country, He must not forget the ke epers 


and the earth-stoppers. At least gthere were six Stoppings every time he had hurted 
and during the 31 years he had been there, that would pepresent about 25 ,000 stoppings. 
The earht-stoppers carried this out for the sake of foaxhunting and not for what they 
got. te could not thank them sufficiently; thay were a good lot of Sport ing chaps 

and ready to do all they could for the Hunt. He would now come to the farm labourers, | 


and it was perfectly extraordinary what a love they had for hunting. When howds 
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crossed a farm and a man put down his spade and fork to watch them, he maintained 

that he worked the harder after seeing them. He thanked everyone in the Cattitstock 
country to whom he was indebted, If he had made mistakes he hoped they would forgive 

him, and the one last request that he asked of them was that they should treat his 


Successor in the same way as they had treated him," 


We began cubhunting on August 15th and ended on October 31st, killing 34 
brace of cubs, and marling 23 brace to ground - an improvement on the preceding 
sais. Our Opening Day, November 3rd, 1931, was not a good ones but three days later 
we had an excellent day, after hounds had met at Portisham, in the Friday country. 

The Field says: "A good field was out when the Cattistock Hounds met at Portisham, 

and they enjoyed a gocd day's sport as often cames to those who hunt on the deymouth 
Side of the country. Finding an outlier just above Corto, hounds ran hard for 40 
minutes, without a check, over the stonewall country above the vaddon Vale, swinging 

in a great left-handed circle, and killing their fox in Portisham village, The 

Master, who was hunting the bitch pack, then worked towards the sea, and after drawing 

a couple of coverts blank, was lucky enough to find another fox in Seven Acres, which 
gave the Field a gallop of 55 minutes, before he was killed, just outside of Dairy- 
house Copse," | 

In an old book which I wmearthed last year, I note that Squire Farquharson, 
who hunted this country, had a good many runs from sane of the same coverts wiich are 
drawn nowadays. In recent years the progress of civilisation has made this port ion 
of the country more difficult to hunt, and the little branch railway which runs up 
the \jaddon Vale, and the coming of wire, have both played no small part in this 
condition, Recently, Captain B. Corbett has came to live in the Vale, and both he 
and Colonel Crawford of Martinstown have been tireless in their efforts to improve 
the conditions in that part of the country and have succeeded in making it much more 
rideable = something for which the followers owe them a great debt of gratitude, 


Perhaps the best hunt of the season came on Novenber 2lst, when the Big 


Pack, with Holland hunting them, met at Cheddingt on Court, the residence of Sir Henry 
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and Lady Peto, who were on hand to greet the large Field and dispense good cheer to 
everyone. é drew all the Cheddington coverts without much success at first, bub 
presently found a ringing fox in a small covert near Picket 's, which ran a small 
circle before getting to ground, where he was marked - and left. We then crossed 
the Axeknoller Vale and found just befiond the river, in one of the small coverts near 
Buckham Mills, our fox going away towards Merehay and running on to Langdon, bef ore 
he turned back left-handed towards Cheddington again. The first fifteen minutes was 
very fast and we had to ride hard to keep with hounds, but they checked long enough 
at LIangdon to allow the Field to catch up. “ forward cast by Holland - and they hit 
off the line again, streaming away towards Picket's and running hard through it, and 
on over the main road which runs between North and South Perrott, crossing the main 
line of the railway, and over Crondle Hill, leaving the village on their left » and 
so on through Hazelbury towards Hardington, At North Perrott they were pretty close 


to their fox, but he gained on them through the village, and was reported as being 


fifteen minutes ahead when we crossed the road. ile had a holloa just beyong the 

village, and hounds being lifted, were able to run on at a fair pace to 'Lord Portman's | 
Plantation', through which they ran out into the open country beyond, heading for 
Hardington. There, scent improved and they killed their fax in Hardington Brook, 

close to the main road and about half a mile from the Village. I reckon it a mod 
six-mile point, and nearly three times that distance as hounds ran, The first hour 

was very fast at times, but towards the end, when the fox tired and scent began to 
fail, hounds could not press on fast, and Holland deserves great praise for the way 

in which he handled them = never hurrying his pack when they checked, but contin ually 
pressing them at the right moment, which resubted in his killing after a hunt which 

lasted two hours and ten minutes. Had he been less patient he could not have 

accounted for his fox in the end. Hounds hunted with great persistencey and worked 

well - better than I have ever seenthem work this season, I have nothing but praise 

for everyone - including the three Second Horsemen who came to us at the critical 

moment, when our horses were beginning to get a bit jaded after their first how 


of hard hunting. The going was pretty heavy, but they managed to negotiate it all 
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right and there were no mistakes. Altogether, it was a Red Letter Day. 

I shall never forget the Sight of old Captain Ui gby, who was riding his 
dock-tailed brown cob = the one on which he is mounted in the Presentation Portrait, 
by G. Denholm Armour, which was given to him a few years later, Bold as he was, 
Captain Digby never liked timber, but that day I saw him ride over a fence which 
surrounded the Portman Plantation, which was 4 feet 6 inches of solid timber -if it 
was an inch - without any hesitation, He and Captain Jack Hirst, and Geral Gun dry 
were the heroes of that day ~ Captain Digby, who was over 70, for his hard riding; 
Captain Hirst for his jumping in and out of the railway line near North Perrott; and 
Gerald Gundry for his resucue of what was left of the hunted fa at the end, which 
happened in this way:- when hounds cheeked on the river's bank at the end of the run, 

we were not close enough to see exactly what had happened, and when we got there, 
Some of the hounds were in the water and others on the bank, The fox was nowhere to 
be seen. Young “undry was off his horse in a moment. "I believe he's in the river," 
he said, "I think I can see him", and in he plunged without any hesitation and 
retrieved the bedraggled body of our pilot, which, I Suppose, had slipped into the 
water at the time he was killed, I gave him the brush = God knews he deserved it - 
and I rather think he has it yet, 

The hunt just described wes one of Holland's best days with the Cattistock, 
He rever could make up his m nd whether that day or one fran Mosterton seven years 
later was the better. I saw them both, and am inclined to think that the seven 
mile point from Mosterton Marsh to Hooke Park - which I have described elsewhere - 
was the more outstanding of the two, 

Towards the end of the season, Ikey Bell brought the South and West Wilts 
pack to give us a day in the Cattistock Country, 4s on the occasion of his first 
visit, over a year before, there was a big Field out, including Captain Cox of the 


Seavington, Col. Digby of the B.V., and half a dagen other Miasters, Commenting on 


| 


the day's sport, The Field says: "Mr Isaac Bell, Naster of the South and vest Wilts, 
brought his pack to hunt in the Cattistock country, by invitation, The day was all 


that could be desired from a 'tourist's! point of view - warm, sunny, and quite 


perfect for rid 


ing abouts but there was a blue haze that struck despair into the heart 
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of a Huntsman, and the ground was as dry and hard as a bone. How any hounds coud 
run at all I do not know, It was a hard task for ir, Bell to show sport to a critical 
Field, which comprised several Masters of Hounds, but he certainly came through with 
flying colours, 

"The meet was at Sydling Barn, which lies close to the Yeovil Road on the 
edge of Batcambe Yown; and although the coverts are well foxed, the ground is any- 
thing but a good scenting district; but Mr. Bell has a liking for the Yowns and his 
hounds are seemingly unaffected by poor scenting conditions —- at least, affeéted to 

a far less degree than those packs which have not gone to Chepstow for same of their 
blood lines. At any rate, when a fox was holloaed away from Sydling Wood, the South 
and West Wilts Hounds came tumbli ng out of covert, and went away over burnt gorse 
and dry bracken, with a cry that could be heard for miles, ‘there was a bit of a 
wind and this fox did not care to face it, so he swung sharp round and ran strai ght 
across the Yeovil road onto a bit of fallow so dry that the dust rose in clouds 
behind the flying pack; which never hesitated, but drove on straight for Chalmin gt an 
and marked their fox to ground after as sharp a twenty minutes' burst as we have had 
this season, 

"Leaving this fox safe in the bank, Mir. Higginson next took his guest to 
one of the Vhalmington coverts, and again, hounds had hardly gme into it, before a 
fox was away on the far side, towards Cattistock. Setting his mask for Grimstme, 
this stout customer gave us a rattling good hunt of over an hour before he too got 
to ground in a bank not far from the Grimstone Viaduct. The line crossed several 
ploughed fields and the way hounds huhted was a mervel, and was much appreciated by 
those who saw it," 

At the close of the second hunt, I comgratulated Mr. Bell on the wom erful 
show his hounds had put up, and asked him how he had managed to breed such a pack, 
which seemed to be able to hunt under the most difficult conditions, He smiled: < 
"I didn't do it", he said, "Teddy Curre made it possibles" and I agreed with him 


that the debt which modern Naster of Hounds owe to the "Squire of Itton" is one that 


can never be forgotten, 
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Unfortunately for the peace of mind of all caicerned, Mr. Milne thought otherwise, 
and when, at the end of the season, the Hound Committee met on April 24th, he md 
lord Digby voted against the acceptance of any of my Young “ntry that were by, or 
out of, hounds that had Uelsh blood, 

I was very hdd over what seemed to me a very unfair attitude to tale 
when one considered the record of that season, which was better than it had been for 
several vears, The Field report was as follows: "Sport with the Cattistock Hounds 
has been excellent. Hunting days 159 (none blank); stopped by frost » etc., 3 days; 
foxes killed 614 brace: marked to ground, 74 brace, Taken as a whole, the season 
has been an excellent one, the Young “ntry did much to improve the pack, as did 
several couple of newly entered hounds which the Master purchased fram the Tive rton 
and Lady Curre's, There have been several criticisms that the Cattistock Hound 
lacked voice, but no such fault could be found with them this season = thanks, no 
doubt, to the addition of fresh blood, There was no distemper during the season of 
1930-31, but this year the losses were heavy. In spite of this, the prospects for 
a good Young Sntry for 1932 are excellent. During the season just ended, the Master 
hunted the bitch pack himsIf, while Holland hunted the dog pack on alternate days, 
cach pack hunting in all the districts of the country. This arrangement will be 
continued next season, except that the Master wll hunt in the Tuesday and Friday 
countires only, and Holland on Vednesdays and Saturdays," 

As I said, I was very much put out by the attitude of the Hound Sub-= 
Committee and told them frankly that if they did not accept my entire Entry, I 
should resign. I wrote Lord Digby to this effect and received the following letter 
from him:= 

‘Mpril 30, 1932. Dear Alex: Many thanks for the letter which I receiv ed 
while at Newmarket this week, and apologies for hhe dealy in answering until I got 
home, J am indeed sorry to hear that you think we have treated you badly over not 
agreeing, at our Hound °ub-Committee Meeting, ‘to take over all the hounds. Our 
disagreement at that meeting was, as you know, over the use of certain stallion 


hounds in the kennel. As you know, Jack Milne objects to the introduction of the 
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Velsh blood, and I am not myself yet emvinced that sane of the Welsh characteristics 
are suitable to this particular country - which is so well foxed and so full of deer 
and other 'riot', If that were the only objection, I would be prepared to waive my 
personal feelings and vote for the acceptance of the whole of the Young “ntry, but 


unfortunately I can't honestly say, from what I have seen of 'Tuner! in the field 


this year, that I think him a suitable stallion hound. His progeny number six couples 
in this year's Entry, and I understand that several more follow next years and, in 
Spite of the fact that, as I understand from the Secretary, you yourself agree that 
'Tuner' was more trouble than he was worth this season in the field, we have no 
assurance that he will not again be used as a stallion hound next year. 

"The sole purpose of the Hound “ub-Committee is to safeguard the interests 
of the Cattistock Hunt, to whom the two packs belong. I can't honestly say that I 
feel I have done my duty by that Committee if I agree to the inclusion of Hound stock 
that I think may be detrimental to the pack, until it is proved otherwise, As two 
members of the Committee were prepared to accept the whole Entry as they stood, re- 
gardless of any breeding queries, I considered it only fair that the Cattistock Hunt 
Committee should have an opportunity of considering the whole matter, and I have no 
doubt that some amicable settlement will be reached, 

"Thank you so much for clearing up the question of the breeding of East 
Devon Tantrum, which Jack apparently errmeously declared as 'Pedigree unknown', 
Actually, I think this only affected one couple of the Youmg “ntry. Is I have 
already said, the real bone of contention, as far as I am concerned, is the six 
couples of 'Tuner's' stock. My suggestion to the Committee would be to take over 
the Young Entry, less six couples —- i.e. 164 couples, which, added to the 37 couples 
of old hounds left, would make 534 couples (i.e. 64 couples short); which extra 
number could be made up next year after seeing how the young hounds proved themselves 
in the field next season. I fully apprec iate your many difficulties, and hope you 


realise how grateful we are for the trouble and personal effort that you have made 


to make this past season sucii a very great success, Yrs. 'Kennie! " 
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The next day Lord Digby came to see me in London, where I was at the time, 
and we had a very pleasant talk about the hound situation. I put matters very plainly 

before him, and, because I think’ at is always best to have a record of what one has 
Said in cases like this, I wrote him as follows:= 

"28 Chapel St., Belgrave Square, London, 

"Way 3rd, 1932, 

"Near Kennie: - Just a short letter to corroborate what I said to you this 
morning — it is always best, I think, to have a written record - oné avoids misunder- 
standings. I have no intention of using 'Tuner's! dogs ~ never had any, as I prefer 
to get the outcross I wanted through his bitches. But, I consider it unfair fon th 
Hound Sub-Committee to raise any question over the acceptance of a Young Entry from 
hounds which are in the tnglish Fox Hound Kennel Stud Book, after having talked with 

you this morning, however, I am perfectly willing to have you put the case before 

the Hunt Committee at its next meeting, on the understanding that if there is any 
objection raised as to the acceptance of the entire Young Entry now in the kennels 

at Cattistock, the matter be tabled until I get back and can speak for myself, If 

I am to be Master at Cattistock I must be Master, and I must have the wholehearted 

and loyal support of the Hunt Committee; whom I shall try to serve to the best of ny 
ability. The Hound Sub-Committee, I am told, was formed mainly to see that no ‘monkey 
tricks! were played. Never until my aebant have they interfered with the policy of 
breeding deemed wisest by the Master, My policy may be a mistaken one - I hope not - 
but if the Committee have no faith in me, it's time I left, isn't it? 

"Read this to anyone you want to. I'11 stand back of it at any time, and 

Iam perfectly sure that YOU will be perfectly fair-minded about the whole thing, 
ie may not agree at this time, but I think that sane day you'll think as I do. Mean- 
while, let's agree to differ, Thank you for coming here this morning. It was most 
friendly of you and cleared the air a lot, 
"Always, 


"AHH." 
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I have given all the above correspondence because it seems to me an integral | 
part of the history of the Cattistock Hunt. As a matter of record I may add that at 
a subsequent Meeting of the Hunt Committee, it was voted to accept my entire Entry. 
The letter which I received fran the Chairman reads as follows:- 
"Lewcombe Manor, 19th May, 1932 
"My dear Higginson: I am extremely glad to write you that we had a full 
attendance at our Committee lieeting - except Jack Milne - and Jack had written to 
Kennie that he would agree to what he thought proper; and there was only one dissent- 
ient from our taking the whole “ntry of 22) couple. 
"I thaght you would like to lmow this and also, that it is undoubtedly 
the general opinion that last season's Sport was above the average, J sincerely 
hope that you may be able to give us many more, and without the pinpricks which I 
know you have put up with yourself, 
"Yours sincerely, 
"Gerald Digby", 
| 
The Puppy Show was held on July 14th, 1932, and fine weather favoured us | 
I 


for once. The local paper, on cmammenting on the occasion, said:= "A large number 


| 
| 
| 


of Fuppy /alkers and residents in the Cattistock country accepted the invitatim of 


| 
| 
Mr. and irs. A.H.Higginson to this annual sporting event, The judging took place at ! 
the kennels and was carried out by Col. W.F.Fuller, Lt-Col. F.H.Sutton, M.F.H., and 1] 
Capt. Maurice C, Cox, M.F.H, There was an Entry of 114 couple of dogs and 11 couple I 
off bitches, The puppies were first brought into the ring by couples and later all 
together, the awards were us follows: DOGS, l. Stranger, waiked by Mr. P. James, 

2. Drunkard, walked by Mr. H.J.Jones, 3- Homer, waiked by Capt. Palmer. 4, Deacon, 


walked by Capt. A.D.Pass. BITCHES: 1, Bluebird, walked by Mr. Kenneth Fallmer, 


2. Pansy, walked by Mr. J.C.Walbridge. 3. Dre » Walked by Mr. F. Denning, 

4. Blissful, walked by Mr. J.E.Walbridge. COUPLES: 1, Drunkard and Drugget, walke d 
by Mr. H.J.Jones, 2, Birthday and Stran er, walked by Mr. P, James, 3. Donovan and 
Blissful, walked by Mr. J.i.Walbridge, 4, Deacon and Bauble, waiked by Capt. AD.Pass, 


Bluebird was also awarded the Special Prize for the best puppy of either sex, 
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"Of the two entries by gentlemen who, as Mr. Higginson said, were courageous em ugh 
to walk a couple and a half, the First Prize went to Mr. J. Hansford of Bridport ; 
the puppies being Spartan, Speaker, and Special. Denon, Dorothy, and Blackbird, 
which comprised the other entry, were walked by Mr. A.J.Douch," 

Cubhunting began early, hounds meeting on August lst, 1932, at Stagg's 


Folly, and judging by my Diary, it was an excellent beginning, "Following very 


successful cubhunting," says The Field, "during which hounds were out 72 days, | 
killing 46 Brace of foxes, and marking an additional 25 brace to ground, the Cattistock | 
held their Opening Meet at the kennels, on Tuesday, November lst, 1932. A large 
Field met the Master, who was hunting the bitch pack, at 11.00 o'clock, and lor 
before noon, a stout old dog fox was found in Chilfrane Sqemp. Getting away well 
vith him, hounds ran fast over Chilfrome Lane, by The Rookery, Daws Hill, and Lower 
Wraxall, to Chilfrane Withy-bed, where a welcome check gave the Field a chance to 
catch up with the flying pack, which had set a tremendous pace for bhe first tventy 
minutes. Beyond this point the pace became Slower, and hounds were eventually beaten 
near the Toller Vown road. Later in the day, a second fox, found in Little Wraxall, 
gave the Field an excellent hunt of over an hour and 20 minutes, crossing some of 
the best of the Tuesday country, and giving those who remained out a brilliant ending 
to a pleasant day's sport," 

We had a hill htt én November 16th, which merits description. Hounds met i, 
at Upeerne Wood and we were treated to a real red-letter day. The dog pack, with | 
Holland hunting them, had no trouble in finding several foxes in the East Hill gorses; 

and after a little dodging about, one of them decided to alter the usual procedure 
followed by foxes in th t vicinity and run straight. Setting her mask for Sydling, 
this stout vixen sank the valley, and running hard by Upcerne Manor, went on by 
Upcerne Bushes and over the hill to Redpost. Hounds got away well together, ami they i 
wemt up the valley at a pace that taxed us all to keep them in sight. In fact, when 
the Field reached Redpost, it was only to see the leaders disappearing from the far 
side of the covert towards Sydling “ood, , | 


By dint of hard riding we managed to get in touch with hounds at Sydli ng 
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Barn, where they swung left-handed, sinking the valley and then running hard, up the 
far side, where they swung right-handed over the Yeovil road and ran hard to Higher 
Chalmington,— a six-mile point it ever there was one, Here, they turned back right- 
handed again, running hard past the Poor Lots and through Frame Park, recrossing the 


main Yeovil road and forcing a very tired fax out of the bracken and across the 


Batcambe Dow road, away towards Stagg's Folly; hounds turning left-handed off the 
. 
main road and swinging back for -ydling ‘ood again. Once on the grass, scent improved. | 
and with a beaten fox in front of them, hounds raced into Sydling Wood, rolling their i 


fox over in a ride, fifty vards inside the covert. JI suppose this hunt must have | 
s * = * 
been at least thirteen miles » 2S hounds ran; and it was covered in an hour and 40 


minutes, at a pace that never slackened for an instant; one of the best "hill mnts" — | 
so I am told = that has ever been enjoyed by the country, and certainly the best I | 
had seen during the four years that I had been there. 

On Friday, January 13th, 1933, the bitches met at uartinstowmm. Friday the 
13th is supposed to be an unlucky day; but it certainly brought me good luck tht day! 
The weather was cold and raw and there was only a small Field out 3 among them, Capt. 
Douglas Pass and one of his daughters » young Gerald Gundry, and the Bettys - pere, 
mere, et duex filles - and there were more, of course, but those seven saw it all, amd — 
there were not many more who did, We found ow first fox in Dulds Gorse, and hounds 
getting away close behind him, crossed the Neymouth road to Hog Hill and ran on to 
Maiden Castle, where "Charlie" tried his best to best them in the intricate maze of 
old Roman earthworks. They stuck close to him, however, and presently he went avay 
across Maiden Castle Farm and over the Bridport road, through Foundbury, swinging 
left-handed by Bradford Peverell House tavards the Keeper's lodge on the Bridpart 
road, Scent, which was good at first, became catchy as hounds crossed the Bradford 
Down, and failed altogether at the road, It seemed logical to suppose that our fax 
would make towards home,=- so I took a chance; picked up my hounds and galloped them 


through Yypsy Lane to the Steepleton road half a mile away. Luck was with me; for 


hounds hit off the line in the water-meadows beyond the road and raced up the hill 
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back of Steepleton village, bearing right-handed towards Bridehead, ‘there is a 


little thicket behind Steepleton House, and as hounds were headed for that » 1 sent 


Jack Hewlett, by Second hipper-in, on to try to get a view at this point. He got it - 


for, as I came around the covert, I saw his cap in the air, and saw the pack course 
their quarry down the hill to Blackdown Firs, which gained him a bit of time 3; for 
scent on the pine needles was catchy, and our fox was three minutes ahead of the 
bitches when he came out of the covert and ren on towards Bridehead, Once on the 
grass again, however, they ran at such a pace that we found it hard to keep them in 
sight, and had they not swung left-handed in Bridehead dood, crossing the Portisham 
road, we might have lost them. Over the stonewall country on the plateau above the 
addon Vale they raced, swinging left-handed near The Cow's Belly, and running past 
Portisham village to Gorwell, where they tumed again left-handed te Venicky Wood 
and on towards Martinstow, almost to Yukets Gorse, which was where hounds had fou 
him. JI think he had hopes of getting to ground here, but the earths were stopped, 
and Gerald Gundry saw him as he came wearily out of the covert » and gave me a hblloa, 

I have often wondered where that fox hoped to find Sanctuary, for he had 
tried almost every earth in the vicinity. He may have hoped to lose hounds on the 
outskirts of Portisham village, where I have seen the and of more than one hunts; but 
he didn't get that far; for he met his fate on the hill behind the village, at the 
end of two hours and fifty-five iinutes, after as hard and interesting a hunt as 
ever I saw in the Friday country. The point was six-and-a-half miles, 

It was shortly after this that followers of the Cattistock received a 
great shock in the announcement of the death of Ma jor Alwyn Crossley of Misterton Qld 
Court. He was a great sufferer from bhe effects of §as—poisoning in the Great War 
and had been practically an invalid since he resigned his canmission in the Army in 
1920. He was a man with a big heart, but his many acts of kindness were done in 
such an unostentatious manner that few knew anything of the extent to which his 
generous nature would respond when appealed to. He was a keen sportsman and was a 
—. follower and subscriber of the Cattistock Hunt. Many a day have I seen him 


show the “ield the way to cross a country; nothing could stop him when hounds were 
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running: although all of us who knew him well knew that his days were numbered, and 
realised the commlete exhaustion that followed every good day in the hunting field, 
He was the bravest man that ever followed the Cattistock Hounds in my day, and I 
was deeply honoured by his friendship and support, 
The season, taken as a whole, was an improvement on the preceding one, 
Hounds were out 151 days, killing in all 70 brace of foxes, and marking 654 brace 
to ground, But, foxhunting is an expensive pursuit, and one invariably pays for an 
improvement in the sports; and when I came to look at my Hunt accounts, I found that 
it wouldbe ouite impossible to continue as liaster unless the Hunt Committee saw their | 
way clear to allow me an additional 41,000 to defray expenses, Accordingly I had 
written to them on the 30th of January, tendering my formal resignation as Master 
of the Cattistock Hounds, I hated to send that letter, but it had to be done, and 
I think perhaps my feelingss are best exnressed by the entry in my Diary for February 
Ath: "Ouite one of the best days we have had this vears a big Field and a first- 
class day's sport. I wonder if everyone missed Crossley as I did; it used to be 
one of his pet meets (Hardington) and I dm't think I ever saw him go better than in 
the Hardington Vale, He is a great loss, Coming home tonight from Coker Wood, after 
the day's sport was over, old Mr. Henry Dampney, who was out all day, came up to me 
and said: 'Master, I'm afraid I can't get to that meeting on Monday (referring to 
the Meeting of the Committee which had been called to consider my resignation), but 
I've written them and told them that we must meet your wishes; we can't afford to 
let you go, ‘ihy - we've never had such a season as you've given us. I've known these | 
hounds for 60 years ~ knew them when Lord Poltimore was Master - but things have 
never been done so well as you've done them, and we have never had such Sport. I 
hope you will stay on here forever = for 20 years more at least." And then had ae 
"Good=night," and added, "any man who wants better sport than you show them, deserves 
to get none at all)" 
I have often wondered if Mr. Dampney realised the pleasure those kind words 
of his gave me that night. They had much to do with my final decision to accept a 
very generous offer which came from the Hunt Committee a few days later, Support 


like that goes a long way towards making a Master happy e 
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A Master's season always begins with the Puppy Show, and the Cattistock 
Puppy Show came that year on Thursday, July 6th, 1923, The day was perfect, ani I 
had judging for me three men who knew their business thoroughly. Moreover, two of 
them = It-Col. Malcolm Borwick, D.S.0., ex-Master of the Middleton, and Major George 
Evans, Master of the "H.H., - felt as I did about the new lines of blood which I 
had introduced into the pack. The third judge was Col. F .H.Sutton, at that tine 
Master of the South Dorset. Borwick was a man who had made a careful study of blood 
lines and the reouirements of hounds to suit a certain type of country; and both he 
and Evans belonged to what I should term the "new school" of hound breeding, which 
has come to realise that certain qualities in the "perfect foxhound" — that is, 
perfect from the point of view of work and usefulness in the field,- were more 
valuable than great bone, great size, short pasterns, etc. etc, 

George Evans was brought up in the old school, but he had been completely 
converted to the modern type of hound, which one might say had been started by Sir 
Edward Curre, and carried on by Bell and others who saw what wonderful results were 
produced by him, Evans and I had both been brought up to the hound of the old Belvoir | 

type, so aptly described as a "Square Box"; but he had been completely won ove to 
the lighter type of hound, and he had the pluck (and it took a lot in those days) to 
to change his views and to admit that some of the old lines of thought were wrmeg,. My 
neighbour, Col. Sutton, had bred some very nice hounds at the South Dorset, a country 
not unlike that hunted by the Cattistock, and the combination was quite perfect, and 
I followed the judging with the greatest care, 

The awards were as follows: = DOGS - 1. Acton, walked by Mr. P, James; 

2. Spaniard, walked by Mr. J. Hansford; 3. Brigand, walked by Mr. Lewis; 4. Weary, 
walked by Mr. H.Curtis. COUPLES: l. Acton and Actress, walked by la. P. Jamesg 

2. Buffalo and Brigand, waiked by Mr. Lewis. 3. Spaniard and Spinster, walked by 
Mr, J. Hansford. 4. Actuary and Accident, walked by Wr. Falkner. A COUPLE & A HALF : 


1. Hemlock, Hester, and Weary, walked by Mr. Curtis. 
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At the Tea which followed, rs. A.Douglas Pass was kind enough to present 


the prizes, since Mrs, Higginson was unavoidably absent, The usual speeches followed, 
that of Major George Evans being exceptionally interesting, as he had hunted with 
the Cattistock many years before. He said: when he was asked to come and act as one 
of the Judges, he replied that nothing would give him greater pleasure, as he had not 
been in the Cattistock country since their former Master, Mr. John Hargreaves, was 
there — about 1896, When he was there before, he formed the conclusion that the 
Cattistock was the most Sporting country he had ever seen — both as regards fox 
hunting and the people who hunted in it. Everybody took an interest in the howmds,. 
Since those days he had hunted with 104 different packs of hound, and he was still 

of the same opinion - that of all the Sporting countries in “ngland he would rather 
have the Cattistock, Mr. Higginson was very fortunate in having such a country with 
the sport he got. What they thought 30 or 40 years ago about hounds, they did not 
think today. It had taken mane a long time to change his mind, and some old Masters 
had not changed yet, but he could assure them that the change was right, 

Cubhunting began earlier than usual; in fact, I think, earlier than the 1 

Cattistock ever has begun = for it was on the last day of July 1933, that Holland 

took 26 couple of the Big Pack to Sandhills, They had an amusing day and killed a 
brace of cubs. Hounds were out 79 days during the cubhunting season, with a result 
of 49 brace of faxes killed, and 214 brace marked to ground, There had been a slight 
change in the Hunt staff this season; Holland and Hewlett remaining in their old 
positions, but Land being réplaced by J. Banks as 2nd hipper-in, The supply of 

foxes during dubhunting was most gratifying - there seemed to be more of them than 
ever and they were very evenly distributed over all parts of the country - well 
illustrating the old saying that "the more you kill, the more you find." 

Sport during October had been first-class - "hardly cubhunting", as one 

man said to me one day after a 50-minute gallop, "but great fun nevertheless," JI 


do not believe in holding up cubs, and in consequence, when scent served, the Field 


were bound to get some good gallops, which soon tailed off anyone not mounted m ; 
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horses which were fairly fit to go. Ihe Opening Meet was held at the kennels and 

a goodly Field greeted me and the bitch pack on that occasion, The Field report of 
the day is as follows:= "The Maiden Newton Withy-bed, always the first draw from 
a Cattistock Opening Meet » held a fox, and hounds getting well away with him, gave 
the Field a 30-minute gallop that was greatly enjoyed by everyone before they marked 
him to ground in the Sugar Bowl. 

"The Rookery, which was the next draw, held several foxes, one of which was 
marked to ground after a 40-minute ringing hunt; while another, Subsequently hunted, 
was killed near Mr. Milne's old farm. Later in the day, a fox from Daws Hill po- 
vided another twisting hunt of over 50 minutes, before he was finally killed, amd 
the day - although great hunts results » Was greatly enjoyed by everyone; for hounds 
were always on the move and came home after accounting for two brace of faxes, one 
of which was added to the tally of foxes killed, thus completing a total of 100 faxes 
killed to date, 

"Closworth provided a good ending to an excellent week's sport. There 
was the usual smart Saturday Field out, and Holland and the doghounds gave them all - 
they wanted, before the day was over. A fox found in Mir. Dampney's Plantation, quite 
close to the meet, provided the first pilot, but he wasn't any too stout and was 
killed near the river, just below Sutton Bingham Manor, A second fox was quickly 
found and marked to ground after a short hunt » and it remained for one of Lord 
Iichester's coverts in Melbury Park to furnish the best sport of the day," 

As the season wore on, I felt more than ever the Strain, both financially 
and physimlly, of the sole Mastership of the Hunt. In Spite of the increased 
subscriptions, which enabled the Hunt Committee to provide more generously for Hunt 
expenses, the burden still weighed heavily on my resources, A Joint Master did not 
seem to be available in 4ngland, and’it occurred to me that Ruxton, whom I knew, might 
perhpas camsider coming in as Joint Master with me. With this in view I wrote to 
him - he happened to be hunting in Ireland - and late in Februery, he and Mrs, Ruxton 


came down and had a day or two with the Cattistock. Their first day with my bit ches 
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Wes a good one, as my Diary shows:= "Met at Portisham at 11.00 o'clock. Drew the 
"bushes" and found at once, my fox getting to ground in a drain under the railvey, 
where he was left. Drew "Clover" blank, but found in "Cockrow", the fox going away 
as if the Coryates Halt, but crossing the railway line right-handed, to i/addon House, 
where he was headed back into the Vale, recrossing the railway line to Clover, He 
then turned right-handed by Clover and ran dowm the railway line to Portisham Station, — 
recrossing again into the village and being forced back over the line towards El- 

worth Farm, where he swung right-handed again, crossing the Abbotsbury road by the 
graveyard, and on up the hill towards Bridehead, At the top , hounds swung left- 
handed again and ran as if for Ashley, butturned right-handed and ran down to the 
road which leads from the Monument Gross to Abbotsbury, running down that until he 
was again headed by motor cars and swung left-handed towards Bridehead, Hounds ran 
at a great pace over the open to the Home Farm, killing their fox in the farm-yard, 
not far from Bridehead House, after a very good 55 minutes. An excellent hunt. Old 
Gaiety made several good hits and generally distinguished herself, I gave the brush 
to Mrs. Ruxton, who, with "Tally", was out. We then jogged back and drew Eighteen 
Acres and Dairyhouse Copse blank but found at the far end of Huish; the fox going 
away over the hill towards Upwey, and then across the Vale, to be marked to ground 
in the "Launches", Drew Friar Waddon and Corton blank and came in about 4:00 o'clock, 
after a very nice sort of a day. I was greatly pleased with the way hounds worked, 
as I think scent was none too good, and it was really a very nice bit of work," 

Taken as a whole, the season of 1933-34 might be said to be the best that 
I had had during my stay in England - the best at Cattistock for several years, 
Hounds were out 167 days; the finaly tally being 793 brace of faxes killed, and 664 
brace marked to ground. Reviewing the season, a correspondent who signed himself 
"Follower", (I never knew who he was) wrote the following for Horse and Hound := 

"Now that the season is rapidly drawing to a Close, the doings of the 
Cattistock might be os some interest to those who, in the past, have hunted the 
Dorset hills and vales, This brief account is written = not by a Hunt official « 


or even by a member of the Committee - but by a mere subscriber who has plodded along 
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through the season, in what an artist would be pleased to call the 'middle distance! 
of the hunt, a position which may not reflect the glamour and glory of the first 
flight, but is one from which a lot of fun and incident can be quietly observed, 

"The winter hag been one of unprecedented doubt. From every quarter case 
the camplaint of no scent, but in spite of everything, the Cattistock have show 
sound sport and they seldom have had a better season. Almost every fox found has 
been well and truly hustled. Many times, of course, owing to drought we have been 
run out of scent, but a hunt we have always had - and what more could be wanted? It 
is generally agreed that the pack could not be bettered. They hunt with a drive 
and a cry that dees one good to hear, The Hunt staff is just what is reouired for 
the country. Young, active, and keen, they work together as a team, determined to 
show everyone the best possible sport. Our American Master, Mr. "Alex" Higginson, is 
the keenest of the keen. Handling a pack of his own line of breeding, he has minted 
the country on Tuesdays and Fridays, and, in spite of the difficult cnnditions on 
the dowlands, he has shown the very best of sport » killing many faxes and having 
some grand gallops. Reg Holland has hunted the doghounds in the Vale country with 
a skill that has been good to watch. He is one of the youngest professional Huntsren 

in the country, but he learnt the handling of his hounds from a master hand, Parson 
Jack Milne, who hunted the Cattistock for nearly thirty scasms. Holland has show 
the best sport possible, and has been ;grandly supported by Jack Hewlett and Dick 
Banks, as first and second ‘hippers-in, 

“ihy go to an Albert Hall concert when there is Jack's "Holloa" to be 
heard in the Vale? It is one of the best in the hunting field, and hounds go te it 
like a flash, Ihe staff are finely mounted, and the way they stick to hounds over 
the big banks, ditches, and timber, is good to see. The Fields are getting larger 
and larger, with sailors from Weymouth and soldiers from Tidworth and Portland, In 
the holidays, every boy and girl who can beg, borrow, or steal a horse, cmmes out 
with the Cattistock. Our farmers have been going through a thoroughly bad times 
milk prices have been abominable, and they have had to dispense with labour, which 


leaves heavy work on their hands. In spite of all this, many farmers tum out on 
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every possible vids for an hour or two, and no hunt could have better support 
from its farmers, with whom every sympathy is felt in these really bad times, 

"Except for one day, fit only for the Bay of Biscay, hounds have hunted 
soundly and well. A unique incident occurred when a badger broke with hounds from 
Matravers Gorse, He went bowling along in the middle of the pack, who, hard at their 
fox, took no notice of him. He doubtless had become ‘involved', and is now prdably 
sleeping peacefully in a drain, pondering over the turmoil of modern life. 

"Of hunts that come quickly. to the mind, perhaps the day after the Hunt 
Ball, when a super-Field of youth and beauty turned out at Closworth, was one of 
the best. “ithin ten minutes our fa was away. here were some glorious peer 
on that eventful day, and the fair ones of the Hunt pulled up all hot and shiny when 
hounds fainally did check after 55 minutes of the fastest, over the Closworth 
country. Another great hunt was from Coker Wood, when we headed full tilt dom 
the Hardington Vale, No better going ever flattened atop-hat than that down this 
delightful little vale, with its beautifully laid fences. any good hunts, too, 
were had from the country round Briars Wood, whilst the hill country ot the Souwh 
provided splendid sport - in fact, sport has been consistently of the best, | 

‘Suen is a short retrospect of the season with the Cattistock, Hunting 
four days a week, and six days during the cubhunting season, stopping only short 
periods for frost, hounds have killed 793 brace of foxes and had a seasa which 


their followers will not readily forget." 
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Cattistock Hunt History 


CHAPTER SIXTEEN. 


Mr. W.eV.C. Ruxton, who joined me as Joint Master 
the next season, brought fresh life to the Cattistock. He was young, 
an excellent horseman, fond of foxhunting, and had had some experience 
as Joint Master of the Fairfield and Westchester pack, which hunts a 
country partly in the State of New York and partly in Connecticut, in 
the United States, Leasing Wraxall Manor, within two miles of the 
Cattistock Kennels, he soon made many friends in the country, and was 
of the greatest help during the five seasons in which he shared in 
the management of the Hunt. Unluckily, he was unable to be present at 
the Puppy Show in his first season, which was held that year on June 
(th, 1934. There was an excellent Entry and the judging was watched 
with keen interest by a large number of spectators, gathered round the 
newly-made Judging Ring adjoining the kennels. The Judges were Lt. 
Colonel F.H. Sutton, Master of the South Dorset, the Rev. E.A. Milne, 
well known to all Cattistock followers, and Fred Grant, Huntsman to 
the Taunton Vale. 

The awards were as follows:- DOGS:- 1, frimbush, walked by Captain 
AD. Pass. 2. Adamant, walked by Mr. J.C. Walbridge. 5. Batcombe, 
walked by Major Budden, 4. Mendicant walked by Mr. Peters. BITCHES:- 
1. Adept, walked by Mr E.B. Walbridge. 2. Decent, walked by Mr. D,. 
Crumpler. 3. Ruddy, walked by Mr. Hed» Jones. 4. Ruth, walked by 


Mr. Aldridge. COUPLES:- Adela and Adelaide, walked by Mr Hed. Jones, 
2. Denmark and Deadlock, walked by Mr F. Sprake. 3. Dutchman and Verger, 
walked by Mr R. Bryan. 4. Sagamore and Saladin, walked by Mr. Gifford, | 
COUPLE AND A HALF:- Artichoke, Article, and Artifice, walked by Mr. 
Curtis. The Statuette for the BEST PUPPY of EITHER SEX was won by 
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After the judging the company were entertained to Tea 
by the Master and Mrs Higginson; and Mr Higginson thanked the Puppy 
Walkers and emphasised the fact that the future of the pack depended on 


the Young Kntry in the same way as the future of the Pield depended on 


the Pony Club. They did what they could to breed the right hounds, and 
Reg Holland did what he could to keep and feed them right, but that stage 
of their lives between ten weeks and ten months, made the greatest 
difference to them, and that was where the Puppy Walkers were important. 
He thought they had a wonderful Entry this year -— the best he had seen 

in 37 years' experience in one country and another, 

He also thanked the Judges and expressed pleasure that 
one of them was their old Master, Mr. Milne, while Colonel Sutton had 
come from "over the border" to help them as he had done many times in the 
past. There was also Fred Grant, the Huntsman of the Taunton Vale, and 
Mr Higginson remarked that "ineidentally he was Second Whipper-in to me 
22 years ago in America," 

Colonel Sutton congratulated them on the amazingly good Entry - 
which was a great deal better than last year - and also congratulated 
them on the fact that the past season had been an extra good one. With 
regard to the Judging, some might disagree with their decisions, but 
he thought they were about right. 

Mr Higginson mentioned that he had now been four years at 
Cattistock - one year with Mr Milne, and three years by himself as 
Master. He felt now that he should have some assistance, and he had 
persuaded Mr Ruxton to come over from America and act as Joint Master 
during the next season, He read a cablegram from Mr Ruxton, express- 
ing his bitter disappointment that he was unable to be present on this 


occasion. 
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Cattistock Hunt History 


Mrs Higginson then presented the Prizes. Mr 
Higginson mentioned that the winning Couple had been raised on the bottle 
by Mrs Higginson, after their mother had died. Thanks to Mr & Mrs 
Higginson were extended by Captain the Hon. Gerald Digby. He said that 
many packs last year had reported a bad Season; but theirs had been 
rather above the average. The number of foxes killed was a record Since 
the four day week had been instituted. They had killed larger numbers 
when they had a six day week, but then their country had included 
Glanvilles Wootton and the Alton Valley, | 

The excellence of the Sport last year was undeniable, 
and it was a great thing to look forward to the coming season without 
any change in the hunting; for Mr Higginson would still have one pack 
and Reg Holland would have the other. There was also no Change in the 
Hunt staff. It made a great difference when they had a staff who were 
accustomed to hunt together; knew the country; knew their way about, 
and "got there". Mr and Mrs Higginson were accorded musical honours when 
thanked, and Mr Higginson in responding said:- "It will be a long time 
before we leave the Cattistock country," 

The draft, which was an “Seageeige oe one, was sent to 
Mr W.P. Stewart, Master of the Cheshire Hounds, which hunt the country 
about Unionville, Chester County, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. The Cattistock 
had a good cubhunting season, which was enlivened, on October 22nd, 1931, 
by a hunting wedding; when Miss Sally Betty, the daughter of Colonel 
and Mrs K.P. Betty, was married to Mr H.C. Rodale, The wedding was 
attended by many members of the Cattistock Field, and the church was gay 
with the scarlet of the regular followers of the Hunt. After the 
reception many of th@se who had been present, including the bride and 


bridegroom, who had been married in hunting kit, attended a meet of 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
the Cattistock at Charminster, the nearest point in the Cattistock 
country to Puddletown, where the wedding had taken place, I wish I 
could truthfully add that a first class day's sport followed, but, alas, 
my diary records an indifferent day; although hounds killed, 

Just before the regular season opened, Holland had 
a very bad fall, caused by his mare putting her foot in a hole, He 
was unconscious for some time, and was taken to the County Hospital at 
Dorchester, The injury proved more serious than we had thought at 
first, and the Doctor told me that he would be out of the saddle for 
at least a month; so I persuaded Ruxton to try his hand at hunting 
hounds. This he did on Thursday, November Ist. Considering that it 
was his first day, I thought he did very well; but he was at a great 
disadvantage in that he was unused to the job and that the hounds did 
not know him - nor did he know them; and, after his second day, he 
told me that he would prefer not to try to hunt hounds - even during 
Holland's enforced absence - if I was Willing to take on four days a 
week; which I reluctantly agreed to do, 

Following the Opening Day, on Tuesday, November 
6th, 1934, - which was most disappointing, as bad weather made scenting 
conditions almost impossible, I had a good day with the doghounds 
(Holland's pack), from a meet at Red House, Key. The Field's report 
on the day reads as follows:- "The Red House appointment with these 
hounds brought out the largest Field of the week; many people from 
the Blackmore Vale joining the Cattistock Field and helping to swell 
the 'cap' for Earl Haig's Fund. With Holland Still laid up, the 
doghounds were hunted by Mr Higginson, and hardly had he cheered 
hounds into the first covert - Major Batten's Withy-bed - when there 


came a challenge from within, and a few minutes later, after a quick 
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turn round the Covert, a straight-necked fox was hollogaed away 
towards Darvole Farm. Hounds came tumbling out and, with heads 
up and sterns down, they streamed away for East Coker; but their 
Pilot being headed, swung left-handed, and hounds checked for an 
instant near the railway line. They were instantly picked up and 
cast beyond, and hitting off the line, away they streamed over the 
cream of the Cattistock country, by Closworth Firs, and on over a 
Stiff flight of raiis, on the King Farm that took tell from the 
Field as they passed on, As luck would have it, this good fox 
went straight to Melbury Big Wood - a five-mile point - and there 
hounds changed to a fresh fox, who gave them another €00d 50 minutes 
to Lewcombe; but robbed hounds of a well-earned reward by getting 
to ground," 

Sport continued to be good throughout the season, which ended 
on Tuesday, April 23rq 1935; the summary of the season, as given 
by The Field being as follows:- "The Cattistock otal provided 
excellent sport on average days, with scent good in general, — there 
Was a bad spell during January, Hunting days were 170 (none blank) 
and hounds were not Stopped at all by frost; foxes killed amounting 
to 725 brace, marked to ground 8235 brace. R, Holland continues as 
Huntsman (two days a week), and acts as lst Whipper-in to the Master 
(Mr Higginson) the other two, with Jack Hewlett as ist Whipper-in 
and Dick Banks as 2nd Whipper-in, Holland has now been with the 
Cattistock for eleven seasons, and Hewlett for five - ever Since the 
present Master took over the pack, Hounds had more really good 
days than last year, also more poor ones and very few indifferent 


ones; but the general Opinion seems to be that sport was a Shade 


better. At any rate, hounds were stopped for some ten days and 
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confined to a very small area during a longer period, owing to the 
outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in the country, which shut off 
the Friday country completely for nearly two months. Owing to an 
accident to Holland, the Master hunted both packs during December, 
Holland returning again to active duty on Boxing Day." The Puppy 
Show was held on July llth, 1935; the Rev. B.A. Milne, Major George 
Evans, M.F.H. Hampshire, and Captain John Garle, M.F.H. West Kent, 
acting as Judges. The following account is taken from the local 
paper: - | 

"Glorious sunshine helped to make the Puppy 
Show, held yesterday at the kennels, at Cattistock, an outstanding 
Success. A great many ehatyoes from all parts of the Cattistock 
country and other districts, attended the function, at the invita- 
tion of the Joint Masters Mr. AwH. Higginson and Mr WeV.eC.e Ruxton. 
There were 36 couples to be judged; the puppies being of a particu- 
larly high Standard, and the Judges had some difficulty in making 
their awards - as they explained at the Tea which followed, 

"The awards were as follows:- DOGS:- 1. Buyer 
walked by Mr. F. Neal. 2, Conrad, walked by Mr Honeybun. 3. Banbur > 
walked by Mr Banbury. 4. Bagshot, walked by Miss K. Pass. BITCHES:-~— 
1. Tumult, walked by Mr Peters, 2, Brinda, walked by Mr eB. 
Walbridge. 3. Abject, walked by Mr H. Curtis. kh, Banner, walked 
by Mrs Foster Symes. CGOUPLES:- Ll. Abelard and Abject, walked by 
Mr. H. Curtis, 2. Vanity and Varnish walked by Miss Budden. 3, Adrian 
and Addition, walked by Mr. R. Diment. 4. Brandon and Bundle, walked 
by Commander M. Brind, R.N. COUPLE AND A HALF:- Actor, Amourous, and 
Artistry, walked by Mr R. Bryan. The Trophy offered by Mrs Sparrow, 


for annual competition for the Best Puppy of Either Sex, went to 
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J 


Tumult, walked by Mr. Peters, 

Mrs. Higginson distributed the Prizes after the 
Tea, which was provided in a large marquee to all the guests, 

"Mr Higginson, the Senior Master, thanked every- 
one for the way in which they had helped, and were going to help the 
Hunt. He hoped that both he and Mrs Higginson would remain at 
Cattistock for a very long time. It was five years azo when they 
first had the pleasure of coming to Cattistock and they had now come 
to a it as their home. " The Company then rose to drink the health 
of the Puppy Walkers. | 

"Mr Ruxton said that this was his first Cattistock 
Puppy Show, and he thought they could congratulate themselves upon the 
Entry. He asked the company to drink the health of the Judges, Major 
Evans was the first Judge to respond, and he was followed by the Rev. 
KeA.e Milne, who was given an enthusiastic reception. Captain Garle 
afterwards spoke, and then Mrs Higginson presented the awards," 

It is perhaps worthy of note that the Winners in 
both the Dog and: Bitch Classes were of unorthodox breeding; the 
winning Bitch - Tumult - being by Sir Edward Curre's 'Tuner','27 over 
whose value as a sire there had been so much discussion a few years 
before, Six litters, by the H.H. Baltimore "32, who was by 
HH. Workman '26 - a hound which had come as a draft from Sir Edward 
Curre's — were also put on, and this strain of blood proved invaluable 
in future breeding of the Cattistock pack; and also won their share 
of prizes on the flags of Peterborough ahd Aldershot, 

Of the pack in these days, a critic wrote - in 
Horse and Hound - "At Cattistock, Mr Higginson very kindly showed us 


his hounds himself, His attitude to present day hound controversies 
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is best summed up in his own words:— 'My views on hound breeding' he 
Said, 'while rather more unorthodox than some, are more conservative 
than Mr Isaac Bell's,.' He is not opposed to using the Welsh-cross 
hands, but he is of the opinion that the present race for lightness 
and activity can end only in one thing - disaster. In a wonderful 
way, he has formed a pack that combines quality and activity with 
Substance, in the most marked degree, The majority of his hounds 
have a minute trace of the Welsh in them, chiefly through Sir Edward 
Curre's Tunar,'27, who is now in retirement at Cattistock,. But it 
cannot be too Strongly emphasized that there is absolutely no trace 
of any Welsh appearance in any of them, lir Higginson is an admirer 
of the blood of Tiverton Actor, '22, and his forbear, Four Burrow 
Whipcord '05, This he has acquired by the use of the Duke of 
Beaufort's Adrian, '30, Artist '30, and Ackworth '30, and also by 
the use of Berkeley Actor and Acrobat '30. We will not trespass on 
other people's coverts by describing Mr Higginson's many successes 
in the Show Ring," 

Cubhunting began on July 29th, 1935, and perhaps 
no better description of the “cubbing season" ean be given than that 
which appeared in The Field of November 5rd:- "The Cattistock Hounds 
Will hold their Opening Meat on Tuesday, November 5th, after a 
cubbing season which, while it has been a fairly Satisfactory one, 
has undoubtedly been one of the worst for scent on record, During 
the first month the ground was like iron, and Scenting conditions 
were anything but good; but when the rain finally came, scent, 
instead of improving, as might have been expected, became worse, 


owing, I think, to the uncertainty of weather conditons, storms - 
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often several occurring during a morning - having played havoc with 
Scent. 

"In spite of this fact, hounds have been out 
regularly since about the lst of August and have managed to account 
for some 50 brace of foxes. Cubs seem to be very plentiful every- 
where this season, and particularly Strong cubs at that, so we are 
looking forward in the Cattistock country to a very good season's 
Sport. In fact, there have already been several really good hunts, 

"Thanks to the tireless work of the Wire Committee, 
under the able leadership of the Junior Joint Master, Mr W.V.C. Ruxton, 
the country is becoming more and more rideable every Season, and many 
districts hitherto almost unhuntable owing to wiré, have been opened 
UDe The young hounds have entered well and give every prospect of 
&@ good season; the Hunt staff remaining the same as last year; with 
the Senior Joint Master, Mr Higginson, hunting the bitches two days a 
week, and Holland hunting the dog pack on Wednesdays and Saturdays," 

On Satufday, December 19th, Holland and the dog- 
hounds gave us arattling good day from South Perrott. There was 
news of a fox in a nearby root-field, from one of the farmers at the 
meet; but this fox must have heard that hounds were about, for nothing 
more interesting than a brace of cubs was Seen when the root-field 
was drawn. However, Mr Neal's farm at Picket's — and Mr Neal - had 
the satisfaction of seeing the young doghound with which he had won 
at the Puppy Show, racing across the Axeneller Vale, as hounds ran on 
towards Whatley Cross. Unluckily they divided just beyond Buckham 
Mill; and by the time they had got together again, scent had failed, 
and what might have been a good hunt was Spoilt,. 


Captain Pass, the Hon. Secretary, had had complaints 
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of an outlier who had been doing some damage near Whatley Cross, and 
although he was not ri be found in his usual haunt in Gundry's Gorse 
hounds had hardly been throw into Potwell before there was a welcome 
holloa from Jack Hewlett at the far end; and hounds coming away, soon 
Settled to the line across the swampy pastures, racing towards Horn 
Park, at a pace that made it none too easy to stay with them across the 
"hairy" obstacles that iakeaino et this region, The big covert at Horn 
Park slowed things down just enough to allow everyone to catch up, and 


when our pilot swung to the right across the Beaminster-Broadwindsor 


road into the Seavington country, no one was left behind, 
There was a holding Scent, and hounds hunted Over the 
hills and through the goyles (“the Appenines" they call them there- | 
abouts) steadily, but when they came out on top of the plateau which , 
terminates in Lewesdon Hill, they were able to G0 on a bit faster; , 
| 


although at no time during the hunt - except at the very end - could 


the pace be @lled anything but moderate, Coming out into the road which 


leads to Stoke Abbott, they hesitated; but Holland held them on and i 


hit off the line again, back across the valley towards their Starting 
point. Once across the main road, with Broadwindsor behind them and 
on their left, they went on at a better pace, to Horn Park, where a : | 
welcome holloa told us that our fox was not far ahead, 

There are always foxes in Horn Park, and the chances 
of changing were good; but, thanks to information from a farmer, 
Holland managed to keep his pack on the line of the hunted one, and 
we went away from the covert towards Whatley Cyoss at a better pace 
than we had come back, breasting the hill towards the Tunnel, with 


hounds driving on in front of us, and just screaming at him. On the 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
top, Holland viewed his fox, and was able to save a few valuable 
minutes, and when the pack ran down the hill towards Colonel Pinney's 
house, they were close at his brush, There are several small coverts 
Within a stone's throw of the house, and our fox must have had an 
intimate knowledge of all the earths that might have been open, for 
he tried them Sit. But the Horn Park earth-stopper had done his work 
well, and he was forced to face the open again, By this time, however, 
hounds were racing, and although he made one last attempt to bear them 
into the main covert, he was unable to do it; and turning back, was 
killed within 100 yards of the house, to which Colonel Pinney ~- who: 
has just retired - has returned after an absence of several years; a 
very pleasant welcome home! 

This good hunt lasted just five minutes over two 
hours, with hounds hunting Steadily throughout, and T have seldom seen 
a more tired fox, Seventeen couples went away on his brush, and seven- 
teen couples were in when he was killed - as good a hound hunt as I 
have seen in many a long day. 

In The Field for January llth, 1936, I find a very 
amusing account of an excellent hunt a few days before; and, as it 
gives a pleasant picture of the Cattistock Field in those days, I am 
quoting it in full:- "There is no better sportswoman in the Cattistock 
country than Mrs Foster Syuies, of Kingston Russell Farm, One can 
always see two £00d hound puppies at walk on her farm, and one can 
always see Mrs Symes herself, well to the fore when hounds are running; 
but - she has a fault - few of us haven't ~ she loves her poultry. [I 
do not know, but I Suspect, that she could, if one asked her to do So, 


draw her pullets by name; and TI am Sure she knows the breeding of her 
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‘Stallion' birds as well. Loving her poultry as she does, there are 
times when she keeps the telephone busy with her entreaties to the 
Master to draw the Kingston Russell coverts and disturb the marauder 
who is foréver at her protegees, 

"Tuesday, January (th, was one of those days. 
Hounds met at Kingston Russell Farm ‘to hunt Mrs Symes's Fox' and a 
goodly Field gathered to see the deed accomplished. Mr & Mrs Symes 
received them all with open arms; fed them well; regaled them with 
invigerating Sips of sloe gin and cherry brandy; and accompanied them 
to covert - both mounted on their best, Mrs Symes rode up to the 
Master, who was hunting hounds himself that day, "He'll be in North 
Hollow,’ she said, ‘in the Second patch of gorse, where you found him 
last time. I saw him there yesterday.' The Master obediently drew 
the bit of gorse indicated - blank! Mrs Symes's face fell; “fry 
Marjorie Gorse," she Said, —- again blank! Consternation spread over 


the Field, Mrs Symes's fox was on holidayt 


"At cthis juncture, Mr Hounsell came up and Suggested 


that hounds draw a hazel copse just over the hill, which belonged to | 
him; as he said he was sure that we Should find there. We jogged 
quietly over the hill and hounds were put into the copse indicated; 

and in an instant, there came a Challenge from'Archway', followed by 

a dozen others, and before one could Say ‘knife', out came a great | 
big dog fox that looked like going on,with hounds hardly 50 yards behind 
him. | 
"Well away from Mr Hounsell's covert, - as the . 


if 
il 


hunting reporter would say - hounds settled down to run towards 
Winterbourne Abbas, our fox heading towards the village, but swinging 


Sharp left-handed in half-a-mile, and heading back towards Kingston 
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Russell, "He's my fox!' cried Mrs Symes. ‘He's going for North 
Hollow’. Now - he may have been Mrs Symes's fox, but I rather think 
he was a traveller from outside, who had come on a visit; for he ran 
past Kingston Russell, past Maltby's, past Brake's, and into Stancombe 
Gorse, without pausing, I happened to be riding near Mrs Bacon as we 
came to Stancombe, "Pray Heaven they run through,' I said to her. 'It 
would be easy to change here, They ran on,sank the valley, ran up 
the far side, and Swung back towards Brake's again, with hardly a pause. 
In Brake's the pace became Slower and hounds were brought to their noses 
in a pateh of thick young gorse, but they drove through it and hardly 


had they done so, when out popped our fox, who had taken a chance and 


been crouched in the Eorse,and 'he upped his brush" and went away again 
over the open, heading for Stancombe, Again he drove through that covert, 
and we saw him breasting the hill on the far Side and running through 
Hggardon Copse in the next valley, where he ran over Kegardon Hill into 
Powerstock Common, 

"Up to here, the hunt had been all that anyone could 
have desired, and we had crossed a lovely line of country, at a good | 
pace; but Powerstock Common, though a Stronghold for foxes, is very 
thick and the going too deep to enable one to, stay with hounds. We 
Managed to get across the valley, however, but we could not get to 
hounds, although we could hear them driving on in the thick covert below 
us; and presently they came out at the far end and crossed the railway 
line into Witherstone. Scent was not so good as at the Start, and I 
faney that our fox (or should I call him ‘mr Hounsell's fox?') was a 
long way in front. At any rate, some hounds had been tempted from the 


path of duty in the thick coverts of Powerstock Common and had gone 
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in pursuit of another fox; but the leaders drove on through Witherstone, 
and finally marked their fox to ground in an earth high up in a bank 
above the road, elose to Mount Pleasant, on the edgeof Hooke Park, TI 
measured it on the map when I got home at night - six-and-a-quarter 
miles as the crow flies 32 and I should think close to double that dis- 
tance, as hounds run - the time being one hour and 50 chek se nan from 


find to finish. 


"So - that good fox is safe for another day - and T 


hope that his lady love at North Gorse will read this and Stop worrying! | 


——Sse a 


It was only Shortly after this, on January 21st, 


that England was Shocked by the news of the death of His Majesty King 


inten 


George V., and all hunting fixtures were cancelled until January 29th, 


———— 


We had excellent Sport during the remaining weeks 


Saati a. ae =~ 


of hunting that Spring; though the end of the season was Sadly marred 


for all of us by the death of Miss "Bobs" Betty, who died from the 


2 


effects of a fall while out hacking. Beloved by all in the Cattistock 


lene 


| 


iii se 


and South Dorset countries, where she hunted, she was sadly missed | 
by everyone - one of the most kindly, considerate and gallant women 
whom I have ever known in thehunting field, | 
With the first of the Point-to-Point Meetings é 
already held, and the hunting season almost Over, came the realization 
that, although the "stinking violets" had Scarcely made their appear- 
ance yet, there were many primroses to be seen in the "West Countrie", 
and that very soon the opening lines of that charming poem, "Farewell 
to the Fox", which was published in Baily's Magazine, almost FiAtty 4 


years ago, would soon be true:- 
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"The woods are silent now; there's no prospect of a row 
"To disturb you, good old fox, from your domain; 

"For the scarlet-coated troop and their dreaded cry 'Who-whoop' 
“Are terrors past and over once again, 


"No need to wince with fear at each passing sound you hear, 
"You may listen for the Huntsman's horn in vain; 


"For the weird blood-curdling sounds of those well-remembered 
hounds 


"Have subsided for a Season once again," 
One of the best runs of the season came from 

Frampton, where Lord Poltimore's hounds had so often met in bygone 
days and it seems to me that readers may be interested in hearing 
of a run which will always be fresh in my memory. The meet was at 
Bradford Peverell House, and the day was one of those lovely, early 
Spring days that are almost as mild as May - ‘too "pretty" a day, I 
thought, to be productive of good Sport - but a lovely day to ride 
about anyway. "Squire" and Mrs Middleton were in the field close 
by the Manor House when I arrived, dispensing hospitality in their 
accustomed kindly manner, and Holland was Sitting on his horse in 
the middle of 164 couples of the "Little Pack" - which is mostly 
bitches - waiting for my arrival. I found that they had sent out 
for me that day a little bay horse of mine called "Sportsman", who | 
had been laid up for a couple of months from a Stake-wound in his 
chest. He was a plain little horse and not really up to my weight, 
but in six seasons he put me down once — and that through no fault | 
of his! I chose to ride him first, because T thought the chances 


were that the earlier: part of the day would be the easier one; a 


Surmise that proved to be incorrect, The bitches gave me their usual 
greeting - to a man who hunts hounds the most charming greeting he 
ever receives - and then we moved off to draw Seven Barrows, a small 


covert perhaps three acres in extent, but so thick that it is almost 
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impossible to force a fox out of it unless he chooses to exer 
On this day we were lucky; for, though scent 


was not too good, and the foxes, had they chosen to remain in this 


Wilderness, might have been perfectly safe, chose nevertheless, to 
break, and one of them paid the penalty after a Sharp fifteen minutes, © 
Just as hounds were breaking him up, there came | 
a holloa from the other side of the covert, and going to it, hounds 
raced away over the lovely line of country which brought us’, 20 
about a mile, to the entrance to the Frampton estate at Hampton 
Lodge. Here we had a bit of bad luck, for hounds divided in the 
thick woodland near the Lodge, and rather than go on with half 
the pack, both lots were Stopped, and what might have been a nice 
hunt, ended in a disappointment, 
A few nights before, I had dined with Commander 
Wyndham-Quin, and he had said to me, over the port after dinner, "T 
wish you would draw the Brambles above the House, Hig. I'm sure you | 
would have no trouble in finding." This conversation came pial to 
mé, and aS we were within a quarter-of-a-mile of the Brambles, I 1 
put hounds in there; although there were wood-choppers working close 
Dye Commander Wyndham-Quin was there on his feet, but his wife 
and their three little girls were riding, and it must have done his 
heart good to see the big dog fox that broke almost at once; and 
Setting his mask for Compton Valence, took hounds on at a merry 
pace. He had to pass through a thick bit of covert, and I think 
he was a "traveller" who had come from Bridport way, to visit one 
of the Frampton vixens; because, as hounds passed through this | 


covert, a vixen took more than half the pack away on a side line, 
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and the leaders had run full two miles before the men managed to get 
them all together again, 

Meanwhile, the leaders drove on at such a pace 
that they wereout of Sight in no time, although we caught occasional 
glimpses of them as they raced by Compton Valence, - where "Parson" 
Milne lives howadays - and on towards Compton Bar. A farmer's boy 
Standing on one of the hills waved us on. "They be gone into Compton 
Barn Covert, goin' like smoke" he said, as we galloped by. Captain 
Bullen, Mrs Bullen, and I raced on over the Downs together, just as 
fast as we could drive our horses, with the Field thundering along 
behind. We crossed the road he Cénie Barn, and there, Sure enough, 
were the leading hounds, which, thank Heaven, tea been brought to 
their noses on some plough beyond, and were puzzling it out as best 
they could, rhe rest eof the pack, which had come on with uS, joined 
them, and 01d "Woodlark" — one of the last hounds bred by the late 
Sir Edward Curre - took control, throwing her tongue and going on 
towards the Roman Road, There was a good bit of frass beyond and it 
secmed to me that something must be done; for after all the fox "is 
a toddling animal" and waits for no one; so TI held them forward 
across the Roman Road, and onto the 6rass, and away they went again; 
through Brake's, and on over the open towards Stancombe - much the 
Same line that a fox had taken in a hunt three weeks previous, 

They raced through the gorses at Stancombe and down 
into the valley, dwelling for a few moments at an earth in which their 
quarry had evidently tried to fina Sanctuary. A couple of rabbit- 
Shooters on the hill told me that the fox had gone on, and just at 
that moment, "Woodlark" spoke again, and we went on, at a Slower pace, 


towards Eggardon Copse,. AS hounds topped the hill, I saw Holland's 
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cap in the air, a hundred yards to my left, and his holloa soon brought 
“the: pack onte the line again. They raced down the hill and up the 
other side, driving through Stancombe, and bearing left-handed towards 
Powerstock, and with the steep grades which obtain on these hills, 

it was impossible to stay with them and they gained quite half—a-mile 
on those of us who tried to follow in their wake; so that by the time 
we reached the edge of the huge covert know as Powerstock Common, they 
were quite out of Sight, and we could only ride to their cry. 

I wish I could go on to chronicle a satisfactory 
ending to this hunt - one of the best we had on the Dorset hills that 
year — but truth compels me to State that, at the end of two hours, - 
the first part of which, up to Stancombe - was at racing pace, we were 
compelled to give that fox best, and to call hounds out of covert, 

It is some consolation to think that the eubs 
Which were born at ¥rampton that Serine probably enjoyed the Story 
that their sire told them, in the long summer evenines, of that hunt, 
and of how he had beaten the Cattistock Bitches one lovely day in the 
Spring. 

The season ended on April 15th, 1936, with a total 
tally of 753 brace of foxes killed to show for the 172 days we had 
hunted, An article from one of the Sporting papers, describing the 
country and the pack, gives such a good idea of my attempt to improve 
the latter and to show £00d sport in the country, that I am tempted 
to quote it in full:- 

"The Cattistock Country may be called one of sur- 


prises. There is a deep vale country and a steep hill country; there 


is dairying country and Sheep country; there is Clay and Chalk; there 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
are flying fences that would make a Meltonian's mouth water (supposing 
that the mouths of such divine beings can water) and there are big, 
blind, trappy banks, There are even a few stone walls on the Weymouth 
Side. 

"Perhaps the most noticeable feature is the absence 
of woodland, The coverts, such as there are, however, are some of 
the most Sporting we have ever seen; they look as though they were 
made Specially for foxes - no doubt some of them were! — ang they seem 
to be situated in just the right places to give sport. 

"The central part of the country, around Cattistock 
and Maiden Newton, is really a continuation of the South Downs, and 
resembles them a great deal in character; but, like the South Dorset 
and part of the Portman downland, it is not fenceless; indeed, some 
of it is very Strongly fenced - far more strongly than the neighbouring 
South Dorset hill country - for the most part with big banks, A hunt 
over this part of the country entails a good deal of 'lapping' and a 
great deal of ‘mountaineering! - perhaps the hills are the country's 
greatest drawback, 

"When Mr Higginson Joined the Rev. B.A. Milne, he 
formed the idea that the hounds lacked nose, and were not musical 
enough. It was not everybody who agreed with him - yr Milne, for one, 
did not - but that does not concern us here, What does concern us 
is the fact that he had the courage to back his judgment with action, 
and at the same time to put his breeding theories to the test. In 
the short - the almost incredibly short ~ space of five years, these 
theories have been justified, and have been responsible for a pack 
which can be reckoned as one of the best dozen in therealm, 


"Mr Higginson started by grafting on to the old 
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Cattistock blood some of the English-Welsh cross-bred blood which was 
then coming into favour. A word about this blood; it is not Welsh - 
in fact, the cross—bred hounds from which Mr Higginson has bred, only 
contain some five per cent of Welsh blood, and one would have to gO 
back to pre-War days (this was written in 1935) to find their nearest 
pure Welsh ancestor, But these few drops of Welsh blood coursing 
through their veins do Scem to have a tremendous effect on nose and 
tongue, without affecting appearance, Those people who imagine that 
Mr Higginson's cross—bred hounds have broken coats, or funny-shaped 
heads, or any other peculiarity of contour, are sadly mistaken; the 
greatest expert cannot tell which are the cross-bred hounds and which 
are the pure English hounds in the pack. 

"The cross-bred stallion hound which Mr Higginson 
has most used, and which is Still domiciled at Cattistock, is Sir 
Kdward Curre's Tuner "27, who can number Some of the most famous 
English stallion hounds of the past among his ancestors, Unlike so 
many Masters, Mr Higginson is not obsessed with the idea that only 
Welsh blood is of any use nowadays, dink ee iS @ great admirer of the 
well-known Four Burrow Whipecord '05, Some of this blood comes in 
through Sir Edward Curre's Tuner; but principally it comes from the 
Beaufort Adrian, Artist and Ackworth, '30, and the Berkeley Actor 
and Acrobat '30. These are all sons of Tiverton Actor '22, who was 
a grandson of Berkeley Waggoner, and so a descendant of Four Burrow 
Whipcord, 

"Mr Higginson is an excellent judsce of a hound; 
and though he is a great believer in a hound being built for activity, 


that does not mean to say that he will breed for activity at the 
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expense of substance and Stamina, But, above all, he breeds for 
working qualities, and the fact that he has carried many prizes away 
from Peterborough and Aldershot Hound Shows, is incidental to his policy 
of breeding for work — incidental, not accidental. Where we fancy Mr 
Higeinson triumphs over nine out of ten of the averagely successful fox-— 
hound breeders of the present day is that he started with a definite 
policy to work out, and he has allowed no passing whim of foxhound 
fashion to distract his attention from that policy. That, coupled with 
an amazing knowledge of pedigrees and reputations, does much to account 
for the fact that the Cattistock is among the premier foxhound kennels 
of the day," 

The Puppy Show was held on Thursday, June lth 1936; 
Major H.C. Meredith, ex-Master of the South Shropshire, Major George 
Evans, Master of the "HoH." and Captain John Garle, Master of the West 


Kent, passing on the merits of 274 couple of puppies which came before 


them, The awards were as follows:- DOGS:- 1. Charon, walked by Mr H, 


Hansford. 2, Streamer walked by Mr. R. Bryan, 56 Butler, walked by Mr 


Mearns. 4h, Bridport, walked by Mr Diment, BITCHES:=- 1, Budget, walked 
by Mr Hardy. Zé Chaplet, walked by Mrs Gitford.,* 3; Rumour, walked by 


Mr C. Unilds,. 4. Rumble, walked by Mr C, Childs, COUPLES:- Axeman 
and Axis, walked by Mr Childs, fe Chaplet and Dentist, walked by Mr 


Gifford. 5. Bridport and Ruffian, walked by Mr Diment. 4, Stincser ang 


Steady, walked by Mr g,. Hansford, COUPLE-AND-A-HALF: — Axeman, Rumble and 


Rumour, walked by Mr Childs. The Trophy offered by Mrs Sparrow annually 
for The Best Puppy of Kither Sex went to Charon, walked by Mr H.Hansford, 

Mr and Mrs Ruxton were in America, and Mrs Higginson 
acted as hostess and presented the Cup which She gave for the Best 


Hound of last season's Kntry in the field to Mr W.T.Hardy, who had 
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walked the winner, Rally '35. The Rev. E.A. Milne, thanking Mrs 
Higginson for making the presentation, mentioned that she had arrived 
from London at 3:00 am. that morning and was travelling back to London 
the same evening, which showed her love for hounds and the Cattistock 
country. 

After Tea, Mr. Higginson thanked the Puppy Walkers and the Judges 
for their help in making the Puppy Show such a Success, and then Lady 
Ilchester presented the awards. Captain the Hon. Gerald Digby thanked 
Mr Higginson for the good sport he had shown the followers of the 
Cattistock in tia Sixth season as Master ana hoped that he would econ- 
tinue in that office a long time. 

We Showed some hounds at Peterborough that year, and though 
they remained in the Ring until the very end; they were just outside 
the ribbons. At Aldershot, the next week, we did better, winning the 
Class for a Couple of Entered Dogs, with Banbury '35 and Stormer on. 
and for a Couple of Entered Bitches, with Adept '34 and Brinda '35, 
Also the Champion Bitch Cup with Adept; so that, altogether, it sn 
a very satisfactory day. 

Cubhunting began on July 28th, 1936, hounds being out 
79 days, killing 603 brace, and marking 323 brace to ground. The 
Opening Day - not a particularly good one - was on Tuesday, November 
5rd, hounds meeting at Wraxall Manor at 11:00 o'clock. The staff 
for this season - which turned out to be a brilliant one - was the 
same as in the preceding one, except that Banks (2nd Whipper-in) had 
been replaced by Walter Bosher, one of the best young Hunt servants 
whom I have ever had under me. I had a very good day with the 
bitches, from Martinstown, on the 13th of November - one of those 


days which one always remembers, My Diary reads as follows:- 
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"I found my first fox in the pit below Hog Hill, 


hounds getting away well with him, and marking him to ground in about 
five minutes, There was a litter, apparently, in the Hog Hill covert, | 
Which we have not drawn before this season; but scent was very bad, 
and although we got away fairly well with the first one, hounds lost 


him on the Dorchester-Bridport road — which I think he must have averse 0 ae 
&s he was headed for Bradford Peverell. Found again in Hog Hill with | 
ho better results, losing a fox in the open fields above Dorchester, 

"It was then two o'clock, but the sun had gone in, 
and I felt sure that scent must improve, Mr Burch had made many 
complaints about the loss of his lambs, and I was glad when hounds 
chopped a fox in the gorses above Ashton Farm, The shepherd assured 
me that I should find in the kale-field beyond; so I proceeded to 
draw it and found - a brace, Hounds went away with one which ran a | 
circle, going over the hill towards Friar Waddon and Swinging left- 
handed by the Pumping Station,and back again towards Ashton Farm, 

Scent had improved greatly and hounds fairly burst him, killing him 
in the gorses not far from where he was found, 

"Little time remained - it was 5:00 o'clock - but 
being near Duke's Gorse, I proceeded to draw that way; and TI had hardly 
put hounds into Ashton Barn Copse, when Reg Holland holloaed a fox 
away on the far side, and hounds, driving on by Duke's Gorse, swung 
Sharp left-handed and drove over the hill into Ashton Farm again, 

Here they turned righthanded and ran hard over the hill towards Friar 
Waddon, going part way dow the hill and then Swinging left-handed 
past the Pumping Station - which they passed on their left = but 


turning right-handed again, they crossed the road onto Ridgeway Hill, 
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Settling down and running hard, as if for the South Dorset eountry. 
Captain Parks, who, with his wife, had been with me all day, was on 
his way home, and my fox passed close to him - in fact, he told me 
later, that at this point there were two foxes running together - a 
fresh fox and my hunted one. Hounds Stuck to their hunted Tox, however, 
and going on to Parks's holloa, they drove on across the Weymouth road 
into South Dorset territory. Leaving the Came Down Gold Club and 
Came Wood on their left, they ran through Bincombe Heath and across the 
valley, as if for the sea; Swinging a little left-handed again and 
going on down the line of hills above Osmington and Sutton Poyntz. As 
we crossed the road which leads to Preston, we passed close to Stratton, 
my chauffeur, who was on the road, and he told me that our fox was not 
far ahead; SO, With hounds driving on at top pace, TI had great hopes 
of killing him, I was not disappointed, for they did kill him - a 
great big dog fox, as stiff as a poker - on the hill above Sutton Poyntz, 
after a capital hunt, which lasted forty-three minutes, — and the point " 
measured five miles on the MAD. It was a good hunt anda the country 
crossed was perfect - not a Strand of wire, and nothing but stone walls 
and timber to jump. TI was riding "Straker", who carried me beautifully, ;| 
though he had all he could do to stay with them, This was, I think, 
the biggest dog fox I have ever killed, and I gave the brush to Mrs 
Parks and kept the mask for myself," 

John Masefield, England's Poet Laurente, has said 
that a man wanting to set down a picture of the society of England, 
Will find his models at the games. He then goes on to enumerate various 


English games - football, cricket, golf, ete. - and speaking of them, 
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says that the worst of all these games is that only a few can play them 
at a time, "But", he adds, "in the English country during the Autumn, 
Winter, and early Spring of each year, the main sport is foxhunting, 
Which is not like cricket or football, a game for a few and Spectacle 
for many, but Something in which all who come may take a part, whether 
rich or poor, mounted or on Foot. It is a sport loved and followed 
by both. Srhes, all ages and all classes, At a foxhunt, and nowhere else 
in England - except perhaps at a funeral -— can you See the whole of 

the land's Society brought together, focused for the observer, as the 
Canterbury Pilgrims were for Chaucer," 

How true this statement is, and yet I sometimes 
wonder if some of those men - and women - who come to the meet in their 
cars; mount their horses just as hounds move off; spend the day in 
the saddle; and dismounting at the close of the day; are whirled away 
as quickly as they came, appreciate the fact that the foot-follower 
often plays quite an important part in the day's sport. The discussion 
Which took place in the columns of one of London's daily papers a Short 
time ago brought out the fact that one man at least utterly failed to 
realise that the man who hunts on his feet often sees and knows far 
more of the day's sport than the man who sees the day from the back 
of a horse, 

Here in the West of iingland, where I have hunted 
for the past eight years, the foot-follower is a very important person, 
¢he Hon. Secretary of the Cattistock Hunt has, on his subscription list, 
the names of several people who send an annual Subscription towards 
the upkeep of the pack, and who are out as regularly as those who hunt 
on horseback, But over and above these "regular Subscribers", there 


are several men and women who are often at the meet, and on whose 
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information and "holloas" one can always rely. The first of these is 

an old retired employee of the railway company — one Dyks ~ who has 
followed hounds in the Cattistock and South Dorset countries for over 

70 years. He told me the other day that he remembered well the early 
days when Lord Poltimore hunted the country, and I have often heard 

him tell of some of the great hunts which took place in those "brave't 
days, before the wire fence and the tarmac road had played havoe with 
the country. Mr Dyke is at every Puppy Show, and takes a keen interest 
in hounds, and his information as to the whereabouts of foxes is often 
of great help to a Huntsman, Then, we have an old earth-stopper named 
Hodder - the exact prototype of Masefield's "Baldy Hill", so wonderfully 
described by him at the énd of his introduction to the illustrated 
edition of Raynard the Fox. Kvery year, at the "Harth-stoppers' Dinner", 
Old Hodder used to come and sit next to me (it was his right as Senior 
Barth-stopper to sit next to the Master -— so he said) and tells me 
Stories of bygone days that he has heard from his father and grandfather; 
Stories handed down from generation to generation; and he is as proud 
of his work as a skilled artist is of his profession, Four generations 
of his family have been earth-stoppers to the Cattistock Hunt, and when 
he dies, his sons will doubtless carry on after him, I Suppose there 
are many such all over England, though I rather fancy that the old breed 
is gradually dying out - more's the pity! 

One of the most regular of the Cattistock foot- 
followers is a wiry little man named Cox, a tailor by trade, who lives 
in the friday country. He is over 70, but he covers more ground in a 
day than three ordinary men,and never seems tired at the end of the 


longest day. Many a time I have picked Mr Cox up on my way to a meet - 
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or perhaps Coming home at Right - in my car and he is always fresh and 
spruce, and apparently ready to €0 out the next day, as keen as ever. 
He told me once that he came to the Cattistock country many years ago, 
and that, at that time, he was not at all a strong man. "The Doctor 
told me that I had better take regular exercise," he said, "and I began 
to follow hounds, and now I love it; so I never miss a day if I can 
help it." There is hardly a meet within ten miles of his home than he 
does not attend, often Starting before daw in the early part of the 
Season —- for Cox does the cubhunting as well as the regular hunting, 
and this gets him fit ahaa the regular season opens, and for many years 
he was always accompanied by a white terrier bitch, who, though she was 
not much at going to ground, always liked to see the fun with her master. 
Of late, I have missed the terrier, and the other day when I asked him 
Where she was, he told me that she had "retired on account of old age," 
Mr Cox's chief joy is to open gates for the Field, and not long ago a 
certain member of the Cattistock Field said to him:- "yp Cox, I don't 
wish you any Evil, but I do hope you die before [I do." Cox looked rather 
perturbed, but said, "How SO, my Lord? I don't wish to die." "Well," 
came the reply, "I want you to get to Heaven before [I do, Cox, so that 
you may be there to open the Gate for me {" 

Then there is old Dyke's Son, who, like Masefield'ts 
character, comes "dressed to follow hounds on foot", a Pine-looking chap 
who has won many a 'cross-country' race, and who, like his father, is 
very keen to see hounds at work, All these characters, and many more 
make up a sort of subsidiary Field, typical of the "West Countrie", 

It would not be quite fair to leave out those exponents of the "fair sex" 
who are among the members of this little coterie, There are Several 


of them who follow hounds afoot, some who ride one day and run the next 


. + ane 
oy yy if 
; fis By" J 2 yew Re iS 


2 


Ph 

os 7. rae 

fed oma ted or ty 
- ' ‘hod a 
ocy¥ie rt 
eh aa Om 


te o eve¢ 2 
ie a nee w : 
sent — ses tts Yo anetnem et: 
i eid * . | m - ; 
, ae i 2 fh 1 ay + : 7; : Epic woe 3 : 


ntg 


340. 


Cattistock Hunt History 
- among the latter being two young ladies who have been nicknamed the 
"Die-hards", the name having stuck to them to Such an extent thet their 
mother is often Spoken of as "Mrs Die-hard" — to that good lady's 
intense amusement, These two girls are both as keen as mustard, and 
both first-class horsewomen, and both may be seen in the forefront 
(sometimes a little too much in the forefront) of the hunt on days when 
they have Something to carry them. But their mounts are not always 
Sufficient to allow them to come out as often as hounds go, and so they 
often come to the meets clad to run, and it seems to me that they go 
just as well one Way aS another, 

; { rather think that, in the old days, when hounds 
were not so fast as they are to-day, and when the points were shorter, 
there were a good many more foot-people out than to-day; and after ell, 
does not Peter Beckford, that Nestor of all hunting men, say:- "In 
every country you can eat, drink, and Bleep; in England only can you 
hunt." JI sometimes fancy I should like to run on foot, gaiters on my 
legs, and a pole in my hend. . . at others, I wish to stand upon a 
hill and follow with my eyes the hunted fox," 

The above quotation comes from that little-known work 
of Peter Beckford's ~ Letters from Italy, - and was written to a friend 
during his Stay in that country. To me it sounds a bit homesick, 


Poor old Peter - I am afraid his last days were not very happy ones, 
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN. 
Sientieabidabdnadialiniags Useisuat ae 


1936 must have been a very prolific year for the 
Vulpine race, Moreover, conditions must have been excellent for 
raising cubs; for never, during my stay in the Cattistock country, 
have I seen so many foxes, or such Strong ones, The coverts swarmed 
With them,and we had good day after good day. Looking over my Diary, 
I find it a very difficult matter to Select those days which were the 
best - they were all good - but I have tried to tell of sport and hunits 
in various parts of the country. Of all the meets in the Saturday 
Country, none is more popular than Closworth, where hounds always met 
on the little road that leads to the farm of that veteran Supporter 
of foxhunting, Mr Henry Dampney; whose reminiscences have been so often 
quoted in this history, and my account of the day that followed after 
hounds had met there on Saturday February 13th LO3?, “iay think, a 
farr example of the Sport we had that season, 

There was a very big Field at the meet, when hounds 
moved off to draw Mr Dampney's Withy-bed. It was blank, but a short 
JOg took hounds to Closworth Firs, where Major Budden Seems always 
to have foxes, ready to provide for any emergency. There was a leash 
in the covert on this occasion, and what was evidently a visiting dog 
fox went away, almost before the hounds were in the covert. The Field, 
Standing on a hill, could see the whole performance; see "Mr Charles" 
break covert; see hounds come tumbling out to the holloa; and see 
them go away towards the farmstead just beyond, By the time they 
had popped over a low gate and got into the open, hounds had Swung 


left-handed towards Closworth, and going at a racing pace, they crossed 


re 
7 
a 
‘ 


Ss 


. revo 


a) ae Doe cin 
; -e 
Lem 
5 if 


t eat 
; 


a 


a sOMeyed Feut Bi got im 3'2 
vay , | 


abs mort ,9q0 ont otal oa bee 
) rd 


Me 
7 


_ 
~ 


Th. ®t -” af trownolt 


ea ai. 
et ie 


3h2, 
Cattistock Hunt History 


the road, turning a bit right-handed past the village, towards Ryme 
Hanging. 

They checked near the Yeovil road for an instant 
and then, hitting off the line again, raced away down the valley for 
Holt Mill. Hewlett, the lst Whipper-in, had a bit of grief over a 
big drop, and had to pull out with a broken nose but the Field Swept 
on till hounds threw up their heads near Holt Mill. Holland, who was 
hunting hounds, soon had them going again, and they ran up the gullies 
below Melbury Osmond and across the Northern end of Melbury Park, cross-— 
ing the Halstock road to Wooden Cabbage, with hardly a falter, 

The going was very heavy and, as Captain Pass said 
to me, if hounds had not checked for a minute at Grocky Moor, we should 
have been hard put to it to live with them, Beyond Crocky Moor, they 
drove on through Chalborough Park, and it was as we were crossing the 
open just before one reaches the covert that I saw Captain Digby riding 
in the forefront of the Field — despite his 78 years, Through Chal- 
borough Park, hounds went on to Benville, and there they swung right- 
handed across the Corscombe Gullies, and finally marked their fox to 
ground at the end of an hour and 57 minutes - as good a hunt as we have 
had this year, There were sixteen-and-~a-half couple away from Glos-— 
worth Firs and Sixteen-and-a-half couple up at the earth. It was not 
avery great point - I Suppose it was five miles - but it must have 
been at least twelve as hounds ran; and I know that those who dia not 
have second horses out went home satisfied, 

Well - we got our second horses, went on and drew a 
little covert called Beckham's; killed a fox from there, after a very 


Short hunt, and then proceeded to draw for some time without result, 
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Many of the Field had gone home, but there were perhaps 50 enthusiasts 
left, and the day seemed so good that one instinctively felt that 
another hunt would be forthcoming. At 2:30 PeM. a dog fox went away from 
Chalborough Park; took a short trip up the Halstock Vale, as if to 
warm himself up, and then set his mask for Clarkham Cross, taking us 
past Crocky Moor and Wooden Cabbage, at a pace that left no doubt that 
scent was better than in the earlier part of the day. 
From Clarkham Cross we went on up the valley to the 

King Farm, where hounds Swung left-handed across the river and over the 
Sutton Bingham road towards Coker Wood. Going up the hill, Holland 
Said to me:- "I don't think this fox knows much about Coker Wood, Sir, 
from the way he is going; he looks as if he was making for Abbott's 
Hi ti.* Sure enough, hounds ran Just to the left of Coker Wood to the 
crest of Abbott's Hill, and just as I was worrying for fear that our 
quarry would seek sanctuary in Pen Wood, hounds turned still further 
left-handed and ran dow into the Halstock Vale again, across a lovely 
line of country near the village, 

Scent must have been breast-high, for hounds never 
Slackened pace for an instant, and those of us who were left were hard 
put to it to stay with them, when they recrossed the river into Clarkham 
Covert. They did not dwell there; but Swinging left-handed, they ran 
on down the valley towards Swayne's, turning right there and going by 
the Hast Chalborough Rectory, where the parson told us that our fox was 
dead beat and not far in front of US. Undoubtedly this was the truth, 
but if he was dead beat, so were our horses and when it became evident 
that the line led into the thick undergrowth of Chalborough Park, it 


seemed wisest, - in fact the only thing to do - to Stop hounds and eal] 
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it "a day", which ws done at the end of an hour and 55 minutes. As 
we rode home in the dusk = four of us only - we felt that we had had 
about the best day of the season. 

On Friday, February 26th, 1937, - our lth day 
that season - we killed a fox, which brought our tally up to 96 prace, 
and broke Mr Milne's record for the country, which had stood for over 
thirty years, We finished the season - 169 days - on Wednesday, April 
luth, and my Diary for that day ends:- "and so, at four o'clock, I got 
off my horse at the edge of Upcerne Wood, at exactly the same Spot where 
I had got on hie to begin the season, on July 29th, 1936. We have | 
hunted 169 days and killed 104 brace of foxes, Farewell to the hunting 
Season of 1936-37," 

The Puppy Show was held on Thursday, June LOth, 

EOD T« There were some surprises and some disappointments; for 
example, Alton, whom I considered the best doghound in the Entry, 
refused to show at all; and was quite rightly unplaced. The awards, 
which met with general satisfaction, were made by Lord Poltimore, M.F ig 
Dulverton, Captain C.M. Wellesley-Wesley, M.F.H. Youth Dorset, and the 
Rev. HeAe Milne. 29 couples were brought into the ring, of which 124 
couple were doghounds, The awards were as follows:- DOGS:- 1. y 
Bessemer, walked by Mr Meech, 2. Bellman, walked by Mr Sprake,. | 
5. Charmouth, walked by Mr T, Banbury. 4. Artisan, walked by Mr 
Broadway. BITCHES:- l. Chilly, walked by Mr Mearns, Re Charming. 
walked by Mr C. James. 5. Better, walked by Miss Reade, 4. Arson, 
walked by Mr F. Bishop. COUPLES:—- 1. Bellman and Beautiful, walked 
by Mr Sprake. 2, Challenger and Chilly, walked by Mr Mearns. 
5+ Alderman and Alton, walked by Mr Diment. kl, Angry and Better, 
walked by Miss Reade, Best of Hither Sex:- Bessemer, walked by Mr 
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COUPLE-and-A-HALF: - Wavelet, Chorus, and Waistcoat, walked by Mr Childs. 
Best Working Hound of the previous season (for Mrs Higginson's Cup) 


Architect, walked by Mr Gooding. The local paper gives the following 


account:-= 
"At the Tea which followed the judging, Mr Higginson 
read a cablegram from his Joint Master, Mr W.V.C. Ruston, apologizing 
for his absence in America and expressing his gratitude to the Judges 
and Puppy Walkers, Mr Higginson added his thanks for a very good Entry, 
and called upon Mr Milne to speak for the Judges. Responding, the Rev. 
HeA. Milne said he felt pleased to address the Puppy Walkers of the 
Cattistock country once again, The Judges had had a very difficult 
task and they had been trying to do in two hours what Mr Higginson, the 
Huntsman and Whippers-in had been trying to do for the past six months, 
They might have made Some mistakes; but they Repel they had given 
Satisfaction to the Puppy Walkers. He said that, if they had haa to 
judge the puppies in another two months, it was quite possible that their 
decisions would be much altered; for hounds changed quickly at this 
time, of their lives," 
Lord Poltimore said that he did not feel quite like 

a stranger because of old associations, as he had Judged there before, 
He congratulated Holland, the Huntsman, on the good condition of the 
puppies, and could see that hunting was flourishing, as usual, in the 
Cattistock country. 

Captain A Douglas Pass, the Hon, Secretary, thanked 
the host and hostess, Mr and Mrs Higginson and Mr & Mrs Ruxton, for 
their hospitality that day, and the Masters for the magnificent Season" S 


Sport that had been given the members of the Field," 
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Charlie McNeill, ex-Master of the North Cotswold 
and the Grafton, one of the best amateur Huntsmen of the present cen- 
tury, and an astute Judge of hounds on the flags, as well as a great 
breeder, once said to me that one hunted behind hounds six days in the 
week, and looked at them on the seventh (Sunday). This apropos of 
the Hound Show at which he had been judging, and of the minor importance 
of looks, as compared with working qualities in a hound, 

Although I had felt the truth of this Statement, and 
always endeavoured to build up a pack in which working qualities came 
first; I had never lost Sight of an ambition which most Easters have - 
to breed hounds that could win on the flats of Peterborough in competi- 
tion with the best that England could produce: -— Which is equivalent 
to the best in the world. From the very first year of my Mastership 
of the Cattistock, I had Sent .entries to Peterborough, as well as to 
the Aldershot Show; but only once, in 1934, when we won the Novice Class 
with Batcombe '3l, haa any hound from the Cattistock kennels been placed 
at Peterborough since 1922. We had won at Aldershot, to be Sure, but 
that is not quite the Same thing, and when the two couple of bitches 
Which I had bred at Cattistock - Adept, Adjective, Abject and Brinds - 
all grand-daughters of Piverton Actor !22, - were placed first at 
Peterborough, it gave me a feeling of great Satisfaction. Two days 
later, we pretty well Swept the board at Aldershot, the Duke of Beaufort 
and Lord Knutsford being the Judges, 

The season of 1937-38 began on Saturday, July 3lst, 
hounds going out for 76 days of cubhunting, killing 62 brace of cubs, 
and marking 32 brace to ground. The Hunt staff remained the same as 
at the end of the preceding season; Holland continuing as Huntsman, 


with Hewlett and Bosher as lst and 2nd Whippers-in respectively. There 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
was, however this difference; that I decided not to hunt hounds myself 
any longer, I felt that if I continued to hunt my bitches, I might 
‘slow up the pack; and since TI had had a@ very good season the year 
before - a record season, as a matter of fact -~ I felt that I had better 
Stop with that behind me rather than go on until I myself felt that I 
had become slow, After all, the average professional Huntsman finishes 
his career by the time he is fifty. Why should I think that I could go 
on and show first-class Sport when I was past Sixty-one? 
The last day of cubhunting Saturday, October 50th, 
1937, furnished Sport which would have made it a "Red Letter Day" at any 


time in the regular season, It had rained during the night and early 


morning, with the result that it was typical English going - softer than ' 
I like - and really good Scenting conditions, Clarkham Cross is a populer 
meet, but I must Say that I was very much surprised to see such a lafge 
Field out - there were a few over 70, by actual count, - to say nothing 
of grooms and second-horsemen; and most of them meant going, 

- We found our first fox in the large Clarkham Covert - 
the first draw - and he crossed the road towards Wooden Cabbage and 
messed about in the fields there, running from covert to covert for half 
an hour before he wag finally lost. There was a good show of eubs - a 
leash being afoot - but hounds finally got away with an old fox, about 
11:00 o'clock; crossed the Chelborough road near East Chelborough; and 
running through Melbury Park, took the Field at a good pace to the Big 
Wood, where they swung back through Anstey, and on into Stainer's., Some 
of the Field swung to the right, but the wise ones, including myself, 
bore left-handed through Lewcombe, coming out onto the road at Clarkham 


Cross, where we turned Square right-handed and met hounds as they crossed 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
the road into the Halstock Vale, half a mile beyond King's Farm. Once 
on the grass again, they swung left-handed up the valley, through 
@eike Covert, and over the road towards Halstock, nearly catching 
their fox near the brook, where he was coursed by a couple of cur-dogs - 
Which delayed his end about five minutes - quite close to the covert 


where he was found. A very excellent hunt; in which hounds hunted 


extremely well, and the work of the get of "H.H. Baltimore" was outstand- 
ing, - I saw "Backward" make two excellent hits during the run. Ree had 
just broken up his fox and we were about to start again, when Douglas 
Pass's colt, frightened, I think, by the smell of blood, reared up as 

he was mounting him and threw him on his back, 

I told Reg to hold up the next fox if he could, as 
the Field had had a good hunt and about two-thirds of them had gone home ; 
and we drew down the valley towards Swayne's, We found a fox in a 
hedge-row about halfway down the valley; but he was an old ‘un, and 
there was no holding him up! He ran up the valley towards Clarkham 
Cross, turning back just short of the road and running towards West 
Chalborough, which he passed on his left. Hounds got a good start and 
were sticking to him like glue, as he ran through Chelborough Park and 
on for Corscombe Gullies, crossing the Corscombe road and skirting 
Bekcham's - which he left on his right. On the grass above Beckham's, 
hounds drove on at the best pace of the day, and as we crossed the lane 
above Erles Farm, I looked back and saw that the Field had dwindled to 
Mrs Turner, Mr Davis from Litton Cheney, and the smallest Bishop boy. 

The men and the Field Swung out onto the Toller Down 
road, turning in again above Corscombe Rocks, just in time to see 


hounds driving on at a great pace, in the valley below. By hard 
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riding we picked them up as they crossed the end of Weston Gullies 


and drove towards Crook Hill. He simply could not make it and, in 
desperation, recrossed the road and made for Weston Gullies again, with 
hounds, running him on Sight, fifteen yards from his brush, "Barber", 
aided by the rest of his relatives, rolled him over a few minutes later. 
It was 50 minutes, without a check of any sort, and hounds were running 
at top pace all the way; and I thought we werelucky to be able to stay 
with them, The men were all on their second horses; but I had changed 
early, and "Braid", whom I was riding, carried me throughout both 
hunts and went extremely well. The Same was true of Mrs Turner's and 
Mr Davis's and young Bishop's horses, I gave the mask to Mrs Turner 
and the brush to Davis and the pads to the kid. They were all that 
was left of the Field, 
We had a good Opening Day from Wraxall Manor on 

Tuesday, November 2nd, 1937 followed by a very pleasant dinner at 
Stinsford House that night - a dinner to which many of the members 
of the Field came. It was at this dinner that Captain, (now Lieut, 
Colonel) Stansfeld, D.S.0., presented Ruxton and me each with a Silver 
Cigarette-box; a presentation from Colonel Kreyer and the Officers 
of the First Battalion of the Green Howards, who had been quartered 
at Portland during the past four years, It was a very charming and 
graceful thing for them to do; and Ruxton and I appreciated it greatly. 

The Cattistock had excellent Sport during November 
and December, but it is impossible to chronicle all the days, and the 
first one that strikes me as being outstanding came on Saturday, 


January 8th 1938, - the morning after the Cattistock Hunt Ball -— when 
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Cattistock Hunt History 

there was a very big Field out to greet Holland, who madehis first 
appearance hunting hounds, after a Severe accident which he had 
Sustained a fortnight before, During the time that he had been 

laid up, hounds had been hunted regularly by Zack Hewlett, the 
Cattistock lst Whipper-in; who, although he was green at the job, 

did very well, The meet had originally been set for Closworth, but 
the latest outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease at Lymington, three 

days before, greatly increased the restricted area, and Winterbourne 
Abbas seemed to be the best Substitute, I am sure that no such Field 
has turned out in that part of the country since "Squire" FParguharson's 
day. 

Hounds found at once in Mr Hounsell's Gorse, back 
of the village, and racing away on the line, took the Field down the 
hill towards the Bridport road, and then swung right-handed towards 
Kingston Russell, One field short of Majorie's Gorse, hounds divided 
3z couple driving on, and the main body turning right-handed towards 
the Roman Road, A holloa from Mr Wood, who was on the Compton Valence 
road, decided Holland, and cheering the pack on to the 3 couple of 
leaders, we raced on towards Brake's, At the Kingston Russell road 
the fox must have been headed, for he turned back right-handed, and 
crossing the Roman Road, ran past Compton Valence to Tow Hill Farn, 
where he succeeded in gaining a bit on the pack in the thick covert 
near the farm buildings. But it was no useé; scent was excellent, 
and in a very few minutes, hounds had forced their fox out into the 
open again, and eventually rolled him over above the Village, at the 
end of 47 minutes, after a first-class hunt. 

The afternoon was somewhat Spoilt by a thick fog 


which considerably hampered things until 2:30 DeM., When it vanished, 
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asif by magic, and the sun came out. We had a cracking burst of 20 
minutes from Maltby's Hanging, marking our fox to ground and then there 
came a short hunt from Brake's, at the close of the day, which ended 
in a kill and sent everyone - including hounds - home happy. 
Before Christmas, Mr Ruxton, who had long wished 

to do some big game hunting in India, sailed with Mrs Ruxton for parts 
unknown; and since I did not feel inclined to bind myself to hunt 
four days each week, I persuaded Captain Peter Halswell, of Wylmington 
Hayes, Honiton, Devon, to act as temporary Joint Master, during his 
absence; and he remained in that office until the onaue the season. 
It was lucky that he did So, for, shortly after the New Year, matters 
over which I had no control forced me to come ae the decision that it 
would be best for me to noua in my reSignation, to take effect at the 
end of the season. Luckily, thanks to the kindness of a most generous 
friend, who stepped into the breach by guaranteeing a very large 
Subscription for the coming season, I was able to reconsider my 
decision; and to postpone my resignation for another year, 

It was during the month of January, when the ques- 
tion of the Mastership for the coming season was still unsettled, 
that the Duke of Beaufort - whose Huntsman had recently died - asked 
me if I was willing to release Holland and, much as [I hated to part 
with a servant who had always given me every satisfaction, I felt 
that it would be unfair to stand in his way, and wrote to the Duke 
telling him of my decision. For the remainder of the Season, however, — 
he, of course, continued to show good sport. On February 2th, 
1938, the Blackmore Vale Hounds met at Sutton Bingham Manor, by 
invitation, where Major John Budden had a Breakfast in honour of 


Colonel Wingfield Digby, the Master, who hunted hounds on that 
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Cattistoeck Hunt History 


occasion. It was a very pretty meet, though they did not have as 
brilliant a day's sport as I could have hoped for, I was unable to 
Stay out during the entire day owing me an important engagement; 

- but the newspaper account is as follows: - 

"Finding at Closworth Firs, hounds ran fast over 
the Closworth-Halstock road, marking their fox to ground on Mr 
Dampney's farm, just short of Closworth Village. Having drawn Sutton 
Bingham Gorse, hounds were taken back to a 'holloa awa! from this 
covert and they hunted over the Netherstoke Lane, to ground on the 
river bank, - From Hight Acres, there was another fast hunt towards 
Closworth, when hounds, after checking just short of the Dorchester 
road, swung right-handed into Clifton Wood, running the lensth of 
this covert and going away at the Stoford end, only to mark their 
third fox to ground on the river bank, Returning to Clifton Wood, 
another fox was soon afoot, which ran over the railway line, where 
the watchful engine-driver of an express train managed to pull up 
just in time to save the pack, Running on up to Thornford Hill, 
hounds divided; some of the pack taking a line towards Leweston, and 
the remainder running the lengeth of Honeycomb Wood, where they were 
Stopped," 

I received a wire that night from Colonel Digby 
thanking me for the day; anda few days later, there came a letter 
Suggesting that TI bring the Cattistock Hounds to the Blackmore Vale 
country on March 29th, for a return visit, to which TI replied that 


we Should be only too delighted, 


The month of March Saw what was perhaps the best 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
Sport that we had at Cattistock during my time, and the first of these 
good days came from Mosterton on Saturday, March l2th, 1938. Since it 
was, to my way of thinking, the best hunt of the entire season I make 
no excuse for quoting my Diary in full, as follows: - "Saturday saw the 
mixed pack, the doghounds and a few of the big bitches, at Mosterton; 
and although sport in that part of the country has not been too zood of 
late, there was a big Field out. Spring weather seemed to have arrived, 
but in spite of this, scent was excellent all day. After drawing 
fiosterton Down blank, a fox was found in some gorses near the river; but 
just when everyone was settling down for a good hunt, a glimpse of our 
pilot showed it to be a vixen, and when it got to ground in a rabbit- 
hole, hounds were, of course, moved away at once. Another vixen from 


one of the small coverts below Colonel Ambrose Pinney's residence wags 


promptly marked to ground and left; so that - it was past two o'clock 
when hounds were thrown into the Buckham Mill Coverts, which have provided © 
Several good gallops this season. We were doomed to disappointment, | 
however; for not one whimper came from the pack on drawing the thick 
covert, while the Field stood about, waiting hopefully for a gallop. 
Half a mile beyond the main covert, however, in a 
field of rank Swamp—grass, hounds began to feather, and almost at once, 
& stout old dog fox broke covert, and setting his mask for Banks's 
a mile away, took us up the Axenoller Vale at a pace that soon made us 
forget all our troubles. Just short of Banks's Farm he was headed, and, 
turning back right-handed, he ran down the valley again, and then over 
the river to Cheddington village, where hounds were at fault. Holland 
held them through the village and hit off the line just beyond, and away 


we went again, over Sir Henry Peto's Parklands and into the South 
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Perrott Vale. Scent was catchy here, and hounds lost the line for a 
moment, when there came a holloa from Picket's Farm half a mile away, 
Which enabled Holland to get on good terms with his fox again, as he 
crossed the Mosterton road and turned up the valley towards Fir Tree 
Gorse. 

Scent improved in the Vale, and hounds forced their 
fox so hard that he Swung left-handed up the hill, and crossing the 
Toller Down road at Wynyard's Gap and Sinking the valley beyond, sought 
Safety in that impenetrable covert known as the Weston Gullies. But 
hounds were close at his brush, and they forced him to flee dow the 
gullies that have so often Seen the end of a good hunt, while they made 
the Vale ring with their ery. Out onto the hills again came the pack, 
running at top pace, and the Field - which haa divided - some coming down \ 
on each side of the covert - joined again on the uplands and tried to 
keep hounds in view. I doubt if we should have been able to Stay with 
them, had not our pilot run along the Toller Down road for a hundred 
yards, which brought hounds to their noses. When Holland held them on 
to the grass on the left-hand Side of the road, they hit off the line 
with a roar, and streamed away Tor Corscombe at a pace which told on 
our now very tired horses, On the tarmac road which runs to Corscombe, 
they checked again; but "Brinda" '35, - Champion Bitch at Aldershot 
two years before ~ hit off the line and threw her tongue in no uncer- 
tain way. "Brinda" makes no mistakes; and hounds were already going 
to her as Holland cheered them on, and settling to the line, away we 
went again, past Corscombe Village and on towards Cox's Gorse. This was 


a lucky check, for it enabled the Hunt Staff to get theirs econd horses, 
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Cattistock Hunt History 

Without which it woulda have been difficult to Stay with hounds. Over 
the Toller Down road, leaving Cox's Gorse on the right, and on to Langdon 
‘We galloped as hard as ever our horses could put foot to the ground, 
Looking back, I could see the Field strung out for a mile down the 
valley:- fifty people crossed the road at Wynyard's Gap, but of these, 
hardly a dozen were still with hounds as they past Langdon Manor and 
over the Beaminster road, Only two laides -~ Mrs Stansfold and Miss | 
Bullivant - and the Master, were up at the end, when Holland took his 
fox from the pack at Hooke Park, three miles further on," | 

It was a preat hunt- the best that the Cattistock has | 
had so far this season, beyond a doubt - one hour and 55 minutes, with | 
&@ six-mile point, and at least fifteen miles as hounds ran. 


Friday, March 18th, 1938, saw the bitches at Stins- 


| 
ford House, Which, though situated in South Dorset territory, was the 
home of the Senior Cattistock Master, The meet was the outcome of the 
Suggestion of Captain Wellesley-Wesley, the South Dorset Master, that | 
Mr Higginson bring the Cattistock Hounds into his country for a day's 
Sport in the Piddle Valley, which lies Just across the London Road from | 
Stinsford. Being within easy reach of the subscribers of both Hunts, 
a very big Field turned out, including, of course, both Masters and 
both sets of Hunt Servants; and after everyone had partaken of the 
hospitality furnished by the visiting Master, hounds moved off to draw 
the Pigston House coverts. The day had dawned clear and mild, but by 
11:00 o'clock, a fog rolled in from the Sea on the Southerly Wind, and 
at first, one could hardly see a field ahead, Nothing daunted, however, 
covert after govert was drawn in the hope of finding a good fox that 


would, at any rate, give the expectant Field Something of a gallop; but 


it was not until Lovelace's Gorse was reached, that our first fox broke, 


Hounds hunted him over Little Piddle Hill running at a pace that made 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
it necessary for everyone to ride hard if they hoped to keep the 


flying pack in Sight. It was lots of fun - that hunt - and not know- 
ing the country well, I thought that we must have galloped miles, until 
Something familiar in the landscape made me realise that we had come 

in a big right-handed circle, and were back again at a hanging covert 
Within a few hundred yards of where we had Started - at the end of 

50 minutes, 

Hounds almost killed their fox in that covert, but 
he dodged a couple that nearly had him and breaking away, run over : 
much the same line of country, finally getting to ground just ahead 
of hounds, at the end of 5 minutes. The South Dorset Master then 


Suggested that hounds be taken across the road to the Eastern Side of 


| 
| 
| 
the Piddle Valley, where, he said, that Dole's Plantation was almost 1 
Sure to provide a pilot. Needless to say, his Sugsestion was imme- ) 
diately followed, and -~ sure enough —- hounds found almost at once and | 
marked their fox to ground within a few minutes. However, Dole's | | 
Plantation is of considerable extent, and in a Grove of larches at | 
the far end, hounds began to get keen, and presently, just as the sun | 
burst through the fog, a fox was holloaed away towards Piddletrenthide, 
Scent seemed to have improved, and hounds forced thei, 
fox in a left-handed circle back through the corner of the covert, and 
then on over the lovely open country that stretches away to the North 
towards the Blackmore Vale. T had remarked to Captain Wellesley-Wesley 
a few minutes before, that it would be grand if a fox woulda only take 
that line, - and here we were,galloping for dear life in the wake of 


Holland and the bitches, which were running on at the best pace of the 


day, and making the Downs ring with their musie, For the next 20 
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Minutes, we raced over the perfect going, most of us keeping to the 


uplands on the left of the pack, which was driving on in the valley 
below, with Holland and his Whippers-in behind them, and a few thrusters 
in close attendance. We ran overChesilbourne Kweleaze, past King- 
combe, and it was at the Dorsetshire Gap that hounds were first at 
fault. Only for a moment, however, for they soon hit off the line 
and sank the valley which stretched below us, still running at a good 
pace, 

| Hounds swung a bit to the left away from the wood, 
and raced on over the open towards the little Village of Mappowder, 
Which lies on the border of the Blackmore Vale territory. We 
gallopped down the hill after them, but at the road which leads to the 
Village they checked, and "Brinda" hitting off the line into the field 
beyond, they ran Straight up to the edge of the little hemlet and 
checked again, To this point ~ there had been hardly any delay - 
the time was 46 minutes. It was fully 10 minutes later that Holland, 
holding his hounds round the village, hit off the line again, and in 
that time, our fox had gained so much of a start that, although hounds 
hunted him diligently into Short Wood - one of the Blackmore Vale 
coverts - they never got on good terms with him again, and were Stopped, 
at the end of 70 minutes, after as nice a Six-mile point as anyone 
could wish for, 
Of course, no good huntsman is satisfied unless 

he accounts for his fox, but the Field were loud in their praise of 
the way hounds had hunted and the Sport they had shown that day, and 


when the two Masters said "good=night" at the close 6f the day it was 
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Cattistock Hunt History 

With a feeling of mutual Satisfaction and the knowledge that the 
friendship which existed between the two Hunts, had become even more 
secure -—- if such a thing were possible, 

On Monday evening, March 26th, 1938, Colonel Wing- 
field Digby, the Senior Master of the Blackmore Vale Hunt, gave a 
dinner at Sherborne Castle, at which several Masters of Hounds includ- 
ing the Duke of Beaufort and the Master of the Cattistock, were guests - 


H 
, | 
| 


& Sort of welcome to the Cattistock Master, whose hounds were to meet 
by invitation at Sherborne Castle on the following morning. The invi- 


tation meet, at 11:00 o'clock the next day, brought out the largest 


Field of the year, and there were over 200 when hounds moved away 
from historic Sherborne Castle. In the Field, besides the two Blackmore 
Vale Masters, Colonel FeJeBe Wingfield Digby and Mr Elliott Nuttall, 
and their guests, Mr Higginson of the Cattistock, were the Duke and 
Duchess of Beaufort, Mrs Wingefield Digby, Mrs Nuttall, Mr John Morrison, | 
Master of the South and West Wilts, and Mrs Morrison, Captain Brow, 


Master of the Portman, and a goodly gathering from the Fields of the 
neighbouring Hunts, including Captain Peter Halswell, acting Joint | 


Master of the Cattistock. After partaking of the hospitality provided | 


by Colonel and Mrs Wingfield Digby, 163 couple of the Cattistock . 


bitches moved off to draw, Tom Bunch, Huntsman to the B.eV., acting as 
guide for Holland, who was hunting hounds, 

A fox was promptly found in a small covert, Snags 
Arbour, about half a mile from the meet; and for the first fifteen 
minutes hounds ran well on the grass, Unluckily, however, scent was 


not too good in the thick wood into Which the pilot took hounds, and 
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they were unable to carry on after a sharp burst of 20 minutes. A 
move was then made to Ferndown Covert; but this proved blank, and 
iain de were just moving away when a holloa from a nearby field sent 
the pack away behind an outlier who had been skulking in a hedge. For 
the next 25 minutes, he took the Field over a lovely line of country, 
and the going, which in ordinary weather is somewhat deep, being quite 
perfect, the big Field had a really smashing gallop, which ended at a 
woodpile at Boyes Farm, where the quarry had sought sanctuary. Hounds 
were then taken back and a terrier goon) forced the fox to bolt, but he 
was beat, and hounds killed him in the garden of the farm, 


Cotonel Digby then took his guests to the Berkeley 


and Davis covert, and within a few minutes, a third fox came tumbling 
Out and racing away at the best pace of the day, past Glanvilles Wootton, © 
crossed the road and ran up the side of Dungeon: Hill, on the crest | 
or which they swung left-handed, and Sinking the valley, ran dow to 

the road again. Here scent failed and though Holland made a long cast, 
he was unable to recover the LING « This last hunt was about 4O minutes 
and ended a very pleasant day's sport." 

The above account, which is, I think, a fair 
description of the day, was published in Horse and Hound, Not knowing 
the country any too well myself I have used it in preference to my own 
Diary. It was a very nice day and the Duke of Beaufort was most 
complimentary about theway the Cattistock bitches worked, and the way 
Holland hunted them - which naturally pleased me very much, The only 
blot on the day was an accident to Miss Wingfield Digby, who had a 
nasty fall during the second hunt; but fortunately her injuries did 


not turn out to be very serious, 


D rads OF 


ae a a _ | : 
eiiogan t VTev Sr Besa ela At Bistead co ich ment betaud baelfok 
ey a : , 
os aes ta bLetts ntw eale ot | Fre! & 
as pas: ‘Ja e F. ; a i P| : £4 ; 
©. | e; ge 10% 7 ttat br: O082 ® ay Js if ob Ist yd c 

cm 2 ; ae _ F ~ 
| ae ce ‘ ae | 

| aw x : 
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On Thursday, April 2lst, the day of the Cattistock , 
Point-to-Point Races, a presentation was made to Reg Holland, who was 
leaving the Cattistock Hunt to take over the position of Huntsman to 
the Duke of Beauford's Hounds, The presentation was made by Captain 
the Hon. Gerald Digby, the oldest member of the Cattistock Hunt, who 


was "blooded" with these hounds 75 years before, The gift took the 


form of a silver hunting horn, a cheque, and a book containing the names 
of the contributors - about 200 farmers, Subscribers, and earth-stoppers. 
The horn bore the inscription "To Reg Holland, Huntsman to the Cattis-— 
tock Fox Hounds — 1931 - 5c. Presented by Members and Friends of the 
Cattistock Hunt. April 2ist, 1938." 

Captain A. Douglas Pass, the Hon, Secretary of the 
Hunt, speaking for Captain Digby, explained that the latterts voice 
was not too good to Speak to a large crowd, Captain Pass said they 
were sorry to lose Reg Holland, However good his Successor, they would 
miss Reg immensely. He was sure that they would all congratulate him 
on his new appointment; as he had very nearly reached the top of the 
tree in his profession, in the position he had attained with the Duke 
of Beaufort's Hounds, and would bring reflected honour to the country 
that had trained him. Captain Pass thanked Holland for the wonderful 
Sport which he had Shown; for in the past two seasons, hounds had 
killed 100 brace of foxes - and over each season. 

Captain Digby then made the presentation and thanked 
Holland for all the good sport they had had while he had been Huntsman, 
Responding; Holland said there was no one who had spent fifteen happier 


years than he had with the Cattistock, He expressed thanks to the 
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carth-stoppers and keepers for the help they had given him, and also 
to the farmers, 

Reg Holland, who left the Cattistock at the end of 
April, to go as Huntsman to His Grace the Duke of Beaufort's Hounds, 
was born in the Blackmore Vale country at the end of the last century. 
AS a boy, he was employed in the Blackmore Vale kennels and afterwards 
became Second Horseman to Major Gordon, during his Mastership of the 
South Dorset. In 1923, he was appointed 2nd Whipper-in to the Cattis-— 
tock - at that time under the Joint Mastership of the Rev. B.A. Milne 
and Captain Tom Colville, continuing in that capacity until he was 
promoted to lst Whipper-in and Kennel Huntsman, on the death of George 
Riggs, in 1929, When Mr Higginson took over the Sole Mastership of 
the Cattistock Hunt, Holland was appointed Huntsman, hunting hounds 
two days a week, and turning hounds to the Master, who hunted them on 
the other two days. This season, for the first time, he has hunted 
hounds regularly four days a week, Showing excellent Sport throughout 
the year, 

Hounds finished the season a few days later, having 
killed 100 brace of foxes, and marked 82 brace to ground, in 158 days' 
hunting. 

I am going to end this account of the season's sport 
by quoting from an article written by the Hunting Editor of The Field, 
Mr AwH.V. Longman, describing the Cattistock pack at this time, 

"When I visited the Cattistock country, which lies 
in Dorset - with a small portion in Somerset fi & short time ago, the 
ground was hard and the weather Summerlike; nevertheless, hounds ran 


fast. The Rev. E.A. Milne was Master, or Joint Master of these hounds 
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Cattistock Hunt History | 
from 1900 to 1931, and the Hunt owes him a great debt for his long | 
and distinguished management of affairs, Mr Milne still hunts 
pent and there are few people who know the run of a Cattistock 
fox as well as he does, 

"The day before hunting, we visited the kennels 
and saw houndsson the flags; andtI should like to Say that there is 
a Young Entry which would be very hard to beat. I can see that Mr 
Higginson will have a good deal of heart-searching before making up 
his draft. These hounds are bred in the following proportions,; 
though Curre, Berkeley, Tiverton, and Old Cattistock, are freely inter- 
laced:- to Curre 38, to Berkeley 3, to Tiverton Actor LO, to Cleveland 
>, to Lord Bathurst 10, and to ola Cattistock 8, The Duke of Beau- 
fort's blood is largely used as a by-pass to Tiverton Actor "22: 
Curre and Beaufort are also a good nick, having a common root in 
Four Barrow Whipcord '05, The old Cattistock blood is considered a 
very valuable foundation, as it has a common root with Curre blood in 
Belvoir Weaver '06, 

"Two typical home stallions’ pedigree are those of 
Brandon '35 and Barber '35, Brandon goes straight to Tiverton Actor 
on the top side, bringing in some of the best Beaufort blood, includ- 
ing Challenger '07, Barber is by H.H. Baltimore "52, by H.H. Workman 
'26, by Curre Tarquin '22, back to Whipcord. 

"These hounds are comparatively small, and of 
Such conformation as to run well up and down hill; as they must do 
in this country. It has also been found that this size of hound 
draws and hunts through thick gorse, in which the country abounds, 


better than a bigger hound, Mr Higginson, who is an American, and 
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has had a great deal of experience, having been Master and Huntsman 

of the Middlesex, Harford and Millbrook Hunts, before he came over here, 
considers that the two corner-stones of the present Cattistock pack are 
Four Burrow Whipcord '05 ana the Duke of Beaufort's Challenger 'O7. Mr 
Higginson has another interesting theory, Supported, I think, by common 
Sense; he prefers not to hunt a hound after his fourth, or at most fifth 
season. If the hound has been a Smasher and has valuable blood, he 
continues to breed from him or her afterwards, 


"He also gets in his young hounds as early as 


possible - as soon, in fact, as they start to gO back at walk; and in 
this way, not only in their condition Maintained, but they become kennel- 
wise early and are less trouble all through. Here are a few notes on 
the hounds, made at the time:- 

"Brandon '35, by Beaufort Ackworth '30 ex Briney '31, 
a very nice, active-looking dog of quality; great length to the hock, 
There are 11g couple by him in this Entry. 

"Barber '35, by HeH.e Baltimore '32 6x Ballast '31, 
I liked him even better than the other; very good behind, and well- 
miscled over the loins, 

"Raven '36, by Beaufort Ackworth '30 ex Ruby '3h; 
a young dog to be shown at Peterborough; a little heavier type but a 
strong, useful-looking dog. 

"Now we come to an amazing hound - a kind of Clan 
Chieftainess or Matriarch; a Curre-bred bitch, bought as a young hound 
- Woodlark '3l, Her children and grandchildren are aS follows:- By 
South Dorset Goodwood '32 — Woodpigeon, Woodthrust, Woodduck, and Wood- 
craft, 35. By Berkeley Acrobat '30:-— Woodnymph '34. By Lora Bathurst's 


Wizard '34 - Winkle, Willing, Wicket, and Witchcraft '38. Her grand- 


tp . ie 
ny aia - mn) ore ts ; 
; a : _ ct : | . ah 
nt a a a} mes 8 | mY finite a. 
ae ewe ass) 


. 


iit. oe 
et (tae ; fy 


wi 


gaiseme me 


lotta berd~en700 ) 2 
| Oe ie | 

sub Itdob 84 y.. be rer 
vane “ee ; 


36h. 


Cattistock Hunt History 


Children are by Brandon '35 ex Woodnymph '34 ~ Worsted "38; and by 
Stormer '3h, ex Woodpigeon '34 - Worthy, Woodbine, and Wondrous '38, 

"Next we saw the Duke of Beaufort's Auditor '32, 
a really beautiful little dog, well knit together, first-class ribs 
and back, and nice, free, well-laid Shoulders, excellent neck - a 
picture hound, 

“Adept '34, by Beaufort Adrian '30 ex Blackbird 
"32 - second at Peterborough last year, and came near to being first; 
she is shown again this year; quality and strength, depth through the 
heart, and a good back, 

"Brinda '35, by Beaufort Ackworth '30 ex Briney 
'31; more active looking than the last and, personally, I liked her 
better; a really beautiful quality bitch. 

"Bargain '38, by Brandon hee unentered, will no 
doubt widen in front; promising, I thought, 

"Of the Young Antry, I can only Say that Mr Hicginson | 
must be very proud of them, and no doubt it gives him the greatest | 
Satisfaction to feel that his theories of breeding should have produced 
Such a practical result; they are certainly a credit to him. 

"On the morrow, hounds were meeting at Upwey, and it 
was a real 'daffodil' day, as my Kind host and I motored over to the 
meet. Nevertheless, hounds could run, and did so to some purpose in 
the afternoon. Before going on to say Something of the day, I will 
tell you how the country is hunted. on Tuesdays, near the kennels at 
Cattistock, roughly the middle of the country; On Wednesdays, the 


Kastern end, some of it near the kennels, and on the South Dorset 
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border, On Fridays, near the sea, the Southern portion; and on 
Saturdays, the Northwestern and Norther portion, 3rd on the B.V.R. 
border, 

e1t te eo country of banks and fly-fences in the 
Tuesday country; hills and fly-fences in the Wednesday country; banks 
and fences in the Saturday Vale country; and stone walls and banks in 
the Friday country. Also, timber ana more timber, Chiefly Slip-rails, 
Out of the fields, You must have a horse that can POP over timber, 
often out of poached ground and, though temperate and clever, he must 
have some blood, or he will not live with these hounds. The country is, 
on the whole, extremely good Scenting and nearly all EPass; there are 
few big coverts, 

"Now, to return to the day's hunting. The first 
Small covert was drawn blank; but, after Cros Sing the railway, no 
Sooner were hounds in Hewish Copse than there was a whimper and then a 
holloa, and hounds Started to run, Hewish Copse, together With several 
other coverts, is situated in a shallow valley, with a road on one side 
and hilly country, running up to the Hardy Monument, on the other. This 
fox was a twisty fellow, and after mazing up and down the valley once 
or twice, he crossed the road into Buckland Wood, Here hounds began 
to run with venom, and finally killed him in Covert; scent was not too 
good but holding, 

"Hounds then went back over the valley, and there 
waS an extremely pretty find in a very small place called Coryates Withy- 
bed, "Tablet" found him, and it sounded as if he had hold of her for 


&@ second, However, the whole place shook with hounds, but their fox, 
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in the extraordinary way foxes have, managed to thread his way through, | 
and was away out of view - but only just. | 
"Hounds ran pretty fast across the valley, and | 
hounds, Huntsman, and Whippers-in playing into each other's hands, 
another fox was Shortly added to the tally. I should like here to 
pay tribute to Holland, who is going to Badminton next season, and his 
two aides, Seldom have I seen a more effective team; a twisting 
or short-running fox has very little chance before them, and the hounds 
are phenomenally quick. Both hounds ana Hunt servants are out to kill 
their fox fairly as quickly as possible, ~- a hunt coming if it will. 
There is a great deal to be said for such procedure, as a bad fox is 
best out of the Way, and a good one learns ta Fly, These hounds 
killed over 100 brace last year, and Will, no doubt, kill their 100 
brace this year, 

"The best hunt of the day was tocome, however, 
from Portisham Bushes, I was very kindly allowed to £0 with Holland 
drawing, and hounds scemed keen at the bottom end, but nothing came of 
it. However, just as we were leaving, a ox, who must have been lying 
very close, jumped Up and made away over the railway; there he 
threaded a small covert and some tail hounds hit the line away, but 
with no bad resulis, as the rest came to them like a flash, and away 
they went. Back over the railway again hounds really began to chase, 
breasting a very Steep hill, and over the top they went. 

"This, I regret to Say, was the last I saw of 
them for some time; I am large; I sit on an office stool four days 
a week; and my poor good horse (and he was a good horse and an excel- 


lent timber jumper) no doubt felt as if he was carrying a very heavy 
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Sack of potatoes on his back, Once to the top, however, I could hunt 
the man in front, and right away on the heath I could see Holland, and 
the more fortunate of the Field, galloping hell-for-leather towards the 
Hardy Monument - of hounds there was no Sign. They had reached Black- 
down before I got into touch again, and were fairly dusting their fox | 
round a thick laurel covert lying in a punchbowl in the hills. One 

fox had gone on, but they stuck to their hunted one, and finally, they 
marked an extremely lucky fox to ground, and so — home, everyone having 
had enough on such a hot day. 

"This is a beautiful countryside with great variety; 
heathy moors, stone-walled uplands, the Seashore, grazing lands, and 
water meadows - not unlike, shall we say, the Northumbrian Fells. It 
is, to quote Mr Jorrocks, a 'salubrisome! country, and, I should say, 

a very friendly, cheerful, and happy one; for which credit goes, not 
only to the Masters and the hunting peopte, but, a great deal no doubt, 
to Captain Pass, the Hon, Secretary. 

"To finish, I should like to thank my kind hosts 
for a really enjoyable visit, and to say, really without flattery, that 
I think this is one of the most effective establishments I have ever 


seen, A-H.V.L." 
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Cattistock Hunt History 
CHAPTER i [IGHTEEN 
Fred Gosden, late Huntsman to the Southdown, came 

to fill Holland's place as Huntsman. I had judged Lady Curre's Young 
Entry with him at her Puppy Show some years before; and I had also 
Judged the Monmouth Entry, when he was Huntsman there, two years later; 
So that I had not only the advantage of knowing his views on hounds, 

but also of Seeing his own Young Entry, in kennels, In fact, I had seen 


two Young Entries under different conditions; for he had been Huntsman to 


Lord Leconfield during two years, in both of which I haa seen the results 
of his kennel management. 
His first "public appearance" in the Cattistock 


country was at the Puppy Show, which was held on dune 22nd, 1938. We 


had for Judges, that year, His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, Lord Poltimore, 
and Captain C.M. Wellesley-Wesley, all Masters of Hounds, and their 
task was not an easy one, First and second in the Dog Class were Tanner 
and Talbot, walked by Mr J. Hansford, while third went to Mr Arthur 

Brake, with Arthur. In the Bitches, the first prize went to Breezy, 

by Brandon ex Blackbird, walked by Miss Willis. Second was won by 
Aimless, by Brandon ex Adept, walked by Mr Daniels; while thira place 
went to Bismuth, by Brandon ex Bluebird, walked by Mr Childs. The 

Couple Class was won by Talbot and Tanner, Second place went to 

Brackley and Breezy: while third was won by Wondrous and Woodbine, by 
Stormer ex Woodpigeon, walked by Mrs Foster Symes, The prize for the 
Couple-and-a-half went to Abel, by Brandon ex Advent; Talbot ana Tanner, 
walked by Mrs J. Hansford. The Special Cup, offered annually by Mrs 
Higginson, for the best working hound of the 1937 Entry, was won by 
Armourer '37, by Stormer ex Artery, walked by Mrs Foster Symes. The 


Bronze Hound, offered annually by Mrs Sparrow, for the best puppy in 


the show of either Sex, was won by Breezy. 
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Commenting on the Entry, the correspondent of Horse 
and Hound said:- "My own impression was that the bitches were consider- 
ably better than the dogs; in fact, I was disappointed in the latter, 
They had nice necks and Shoulders, but they might have had more depth, 
and there was a distinct tendency to length and to lightness behind the 
Saddled. The bitches were very level, I thought, and they had better 
knees than the dogs, and compared favourably with them behind the saddle, 


Most of them had very nice quality fronts, There were two distinct 

types of hounds before the Judges, which made Selection rather difficult. 
I thought that the winning bitch - Breezy - was rather outstanding - a 
tri-coloured lady with hice, white Shoulders, well-bodied, just a tiny 
bit leggy, but not too much So, and with plenty of quality. Aimless, 

the second bitch, is a spotted lady with a lot of quality; and Bismuth, 
the third prize Winner, is also a Stylish Sort, dark-coloured and very 
active. It will be noted that all three of the Winning bitches were by 
Brandon '35, by the Duke of Beaufort's Ackworth '30, out of Briney '31, 
Brandon is a very nice looking tan dog, and went to Peterborough with 


the Cattistock quartette of Entered Doghounds,. Although he comes from 


| 
the Tiverton Actor male line, he does not Sport the light-coloured livery 


of most of that great dog's male descendants," 

After the judging, the Puppy Walkers ana guests who 
had been invited to the Show were entertained at Tea by the Cattistock 
Masters, and at the conclusion, Mrs Higginson presented the prizes, 
and then Mr Higginson said a few words of thanks to the Judges for coming 
Such a long distance to judge the Cattistock Entry. 

The Duke of Beaufort - to whose Hunt Reg Holland 


has gone, said that he was delighted to come to Cattistock because he 
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was always sure of meeting some of the best Sportsmen and puppy walkers, 
and some of the greatest experts in hound breeding and hunting. He and 
his fellow Judges had had an exceptionally difficult task in judging 
_and had come to the conclusion that the bitches had proved to be | 
Slightly better than the dogs; but he did not think any of them were 
quite up to the Standard of those from the Cattistock who had won 
prizes at Aldershot last year. The Entry was, however, a very good one, 
and there were some Strong working hounds amongst them, 

Lord Poltimore, grandson of a former Master of the 
Cattistock, agreed with the Duke's remarks concerning the dogs, adding 
that they were a quick, active-looking lot, hardly one of them looking 
as if it could not gallop. He was sure they would hunt well and be 
extremely useful to the pack. Last year, the Judges did not think the 
Entry at the Puppy Show was a very good one, but that mornings he saw 
last year's dogs in the kennels and there were some very nice dogs 
amongst them, It was extraordinary how they had improved. 

Captain Wellesley-Wesley, who is Master of the 
South Dorset Hunt, expressed the opinion that the Cattistock woulda have 
a "cracking good season" next year and added, amid laughter, that his 
best day last season was when the Cattistock went into South Dorset 
country and hunted their foxes, 

After the Prize-giving, Captain A. Douglas Pass, 
the Hon, secretary, took Charge of the gathering. It was his great 
pleasure, he said, to call on Mr Henry Dampney - one of the oldest 
farmers and Supporters of the Hunt - to make a presentation to Captain 
the Hon. Gerald Digby, R.N. Mr Dampney expressed his appreciation of 


the honour done to him and the farming members of the Hunt in being 
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called on to make this presentation - a portrait in oils of Captain 
Digby on horseback, by Mr G. Denholm Armour, Captain Digby was one 
Oldest member of the Hunt, and he (Mr Dampney) was the Second oldest, 
He hoped he might long remain the second Oldest. He remembered Captain 
Digby as a boy in Lord Poltimore's day, and he was pleased to see Lord 
Poltimore's grandson there to~day. He remembered every Master since 
then and particularly Mr Milne, who had done So much for the Hunt and 
So much to obtain the goodwill of the farmers. After Mr Milne came 

Mr Higginson,and he was sure none could have a better Master, All came 
alike to Mr Higginson - Squire, farmer, or Schoolboy, 

Captain Digby replied. He thanked Mr Dampney for all 
he had said, He thanked them all for a gift which he deeply appreciated; 
also for the book with a list of the Subscribers to the presentation, 
and it was a great joy to him to see the names of so many of his old 
friends included, 

We showed hounds at Peterborough, but the doghounds 
Sulked and would not Show for Gosden, and we did nothing. Three days 
later, however, at Aldershot, we won the class for 53 Couples of Entered 
Doghounds Banbury '35 and Raven '36; and the Champion Cup with Banbury; 
While in Bitches, Adept '34 and Banner "35 were first, and the former 
won the Brood Bitch class, Gosden, who was Showing the Cattistock hounds 
for the first time, was very pleased, 

The season opened on Saturday, July 50th, 1938, when 
hounds met, as was their custom, at Upcerne Wood, and killea 3 brace of 
cubs = a good beginning. ~The Hunt staff this season were Huntsman, F, 


Gosden; Ist Whipper-in, wW. Bosher; 2nd Whipper-in M.McGrath, 


Cattistock Hunt History 


Speaking of the cubhunting Season, the correspondent of Horse and 
Hound writes as follows:- 

"With a new Huntsman and a new lst Whipper-in - Reg 
Holland, who has held the position of Huntsman for ten years at Cattistock, 
has gone to the Duke of Beaufort's, and Hewlett is how with the Sinnington 
- only Walter Bosher, the 2nd Whipper-in, remaining with the old Hunt 
Staff; the Senior Master, Mr Higginson, has had a busy month; for 
upon him has devolved the task of showing Fred Gosden, who comes to the 
Dorsetshire pack as Huntsman, the country. No matter how good a man 
is at finding his way about a new country, there must be many little 
peculiarities which can be learned only from personal experience, unless 
one has, as in this case, a mentor who has himself carried the horn, 
Luckily, Mr Higginson has hunted the Cattistock country himself for nine 
seasons, and, although he has now ceased to hunt hounds, he has been 
out every morning watching the Young Entry and the new staff at work, 
and helping the new Huntsman in every possible way. 

"The Cattistock country is one in which cubhunting 
can begin carly, for there are acres of rough downland where no possible | 
harm can be done, and where foxes are plentiful - one might almost say 


that every clump of gorse held a fox = and although the mornings are hot 


at this time of year, scent has been good enough to allow hounds to work 
well for three hours after Sunrise, and the Supply of cubs has been better | 
than ever before, I have always thought that the Cattistock was one - | 
of the best-foxed countries in England; but this year, when hounds 
killed 5 brace of cubs on their first morning, in Kast Hill gorses, [I 
felt that it had exceeded itself. Nor has this profusion of cubs been 


confined to any one district. Hounds have visited no fewer than 100 
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coverts, finding in practically every one of them, and killing no fewer 
than 533 brace - in 74 days of cubhunting, 

"Gosden, the Huntsman, tells me that he is well 
pleased with the Young Entry, and practically all of them that have been 
put on — some 20 couple - have entered well, Two litters in particular, 
one by Lord Bathurst's Wizard '34, out of that grand old bitch Woodlark 
"34, and the other by Lady Curre's Windsor "30, out of Sappho '36, are 


Showing great promise, while the descendants of Tiverton Actor !290 (and 
there are a great many in the pack) are always to the fore. I know, too, 
that the Senior Master is very much pleased with the way the new Huntsman 


is going on - hounds look well and work well, In fact, everything points 


‘ 


to a banner season," 

The regular season Opened on Tuesday, November lst, 
1938, and a very large Field - e€ven for an Opening Day - crowded the 
little square at Cattistock, Everyone was there — "Friday" people as 
well as the regular Tuesday and Saturday Fields, Hounds moved off 
towards Chalmington and drew the hazel covert on top of Chalmington 
Eweleaze, and a fox went away at once to Ola Wood, where he must have 
got to ground, for they could make nothing of it outside. Gosden went 
on at once and wasted no time, as he wanted to give the Piela & gallop. 
We found a brace in the Higher Chalmington Gorses, and they went away 
together to Frome Park —- one fox crossing the Yeovil road towards Haydon 
Wood and the other turning left-handed, ran back through Frome Poorlots 
dnd Charity, where he was hunted up and down for some minutes, finally 
crossing the Cerne road to Middle Hill. Driving on, they swung over 
Castle Hill, over the Chantmarle road, to kill their fox beyond the 


Chalmington House greenhouses, There was one, if not a brace, in the 


railway Covert, and hounds, settling to the line, ran through the 
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Chantmarle gardens and across Holway Lane into Inpark, gradually Swing- 
ing ina big left-handed circle, by Rotley Row and Lower Wreaxall, to 
Meech's Hill, where they eventually lost — an amusing day. 

Although the Opening Day was somewhat of a disappoint- | 
ment, it must have been gratifying to the new Huntsman to be able to show , 
& really brilliant day, when hounds met at Red House, Key, on the 
borders of the Blackmore Vale country, on the following Saturday. 

The East Coker Withy-bed can always be counted on to 
produce foxes, and when hounds were thrown in there on the day in ques- 
tion, a brace was quickly afoot, I am afraid, however that the earth- 
Stopper had not done his work too well; for the first one got to ground 
Within a Mile, and the Second, though he did give hounds a short gallop, 
might almost be said to have committed Suicide, For, when he found 
himself unable to join his brother, whose earth was blocked by a Whipper- 
in, he sat in a hedge and waited for hounds to kill him. However, Major 


Budden's home coverts - the gorses on the bank above the river, opposite 


Cies of the early pilots, It so happened that the writer was uneble to 
be on a horse that day, owing to an accident earlier in the week, but he 
was on the Yeovil road when that fox broke from the covert and, breasting 
the hill, ran past the Sutton Bingham stables and over the Halstock 

road, heading for Coker Wood. 

Hounds came tumbling after him, scarce a field away, 
with Hunt servants and Field - a hundred or more strong - close behind, 
They swept over the road, and I feared that we should lose Sight of them; 
but two fields short of Coker Wood, the pack swung right-handed back to 


us, and leaving East Coker on the North, recrossed the railway and drove 


on past Netherton, to Closworth, over a lovely line of couutry, where 
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the Field coula Spread out and take the fences as they met them. It 
was a very pretty sight to watch them cross the Yeovil road below Clos- 
worth, and turn to their right over the open fields towards Melbury Bubb. 

I went down the road in my motor car and was able to 
See hounds drive into Lord Ilchester's well-known covert, Eighteen Acres, 
and out the other Side, where they Swung left-handed towards Chetnole 
Withy-bed, I lost them here for a moment, but my chauffeur knew the 
country well, and by breaking all Speed laws, we cut around, over the 
Great Western Railway bridge, and turning left through Chetnole, caught 
Sight of the pack as they streamed away over the beautiful Blackmore 
Vale country towards Yetminster. Hounds were half a mile from me, but 
they were always in Sight, and their cry came to me across the fields 
very clearly. On the hill above Yetminster [I waited, and from the gorses! 
I saw a very beaten fox go down the hill towards the railway line; cross 
the line, and disappear in a small withy-bed alongside of it, 

My chauffeur, Jack Stratton, came of hunting Stock; 
three of his brothers were in Hunt service, and his father was a well- 
known Huntsman before he died. The hunting spirit was in the man, and 
he started down the hill on foot for that withy-bed before T could 
Speak, Hounds checked on the hillside opposite to me, and the Huntsman 
must have been glad to hear the welcome holloa from the railway line, 
where I saw Stratton, cap held high, Cheering on the pack as they came 
to his holloa. The fox was very beaten by this time, and hounds caught 
him within 100 yards, after as nice a hunt aS one could wish to see, - 
One hour and 35 minutes of the best — and a dozen miles as hounds ran, 


the point being about five Miles, 
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Hounds showed excellent sport throughout November 
and the first part of December; but I think that the Cattistock foxes 
hea a much more peaceful time during the Christmas holidays than ever 
before, A severe frost, followed by a heavy fall of Snow, precluded 
any thought of hunting during theweek immediately preceding Christmas, 
and though the snow went as quickly as it had come, the frost haa been 
So severe that it was not until Wednesday, the 28th of December that 
hounds met. On that day, Squire and Mrs Middleton entertained a big 


Field at Bradford Peverell House, and Squire Middleton assured the Master 


{! 


as hounds moved off, that he woulda find a fox before the Downs were 
reached. He was ag good as his word - a fox did break from the firs 
near the Pheasantry, and going away past the farm buildings, he skirtead 
Seven Barrows and Swung left-handed over the open ae Hampton Lodge. 
It looked like the start of a good hunt, but I think that this particular 
fox must have partaken of a very good Christmes Dinner, and have felt 
the effects of it, for he was a Short-running customer and was killed 
inside of 20 minutes, The brace of foxes found in Seven Barrows, which 
was dravm next, could neither of them be persuaded to leave; so, after 
one of them had been killed in covert, a move was made for the Winter- 
bourne Gorses, which luckily proved to be blank. Marjorie Gorse, 
however, furnished a fresh pilot, which also seemed to be without 
ambition, for he yielded his brush (a very nice one) to add to the 
happiness of a budding young foxhunter who was home on his Christmas 
holiday, after a very short hunt, 

And then - the children having all been Satisfied, we 
found a really good fox in the Bridehead coverts, a fox that went 


away across the Bridehead estate like the proverbial "but out of Hell," 
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With hounds Close at his brush, Forgotten were the disappointments 

of the morning as we galloped over Captain Corbetts downs and on over 
the Portisham road towards The Laurels. Would he stop there opr would 

he go on? A holloa from the lst Whipper-in, who had been sent on to 
view him away, settled that question, and away we went again, over the»_ 
valley and up the opposite hillside, where, with a Nice bit of country 
before US, Our hopes were raised. TI wish I could Chronicle a really 
great hunt with a kill in the Open _at the end; but I must tell the 
truth, and the truth is that, atten ie excellent 20 minutes, scent began 
to fail, and also the daylight, so that it seemed best to stop hounds 

in the fading twilight. 

The gloom of the week before Christmas Was relieved 
by one happy day. On the 20th of December, the meet had been set for 
Lewcombe Manor, the seat of Captain the Hon. Gerald Digby, RN., for 
many years Chairman of the Hunt Committee of the Cattistock. Captain 
Digby, the uncle of Colonel Lord Digby, D.S8.0., M.C., who at one time 
was Joint Master with the Rev. EeA. Milne, was 80 years Old on that day, 
and the hounds were to meet there to do him honour; for there was no 
more ardent supporter of the packs; no better sportsman in England than 
this same gallant gentleman, who, — blooded by the late Lord Poltimore 
when he was six years old, ~ had been Closely connected with the Hunt 
ever since, and even at his advanced age hunted regularly and coulda 
Still hold his own across the country with the best of them, It was a 
great disappointment to the Masters not to be able to hunt on that day 
on account of hard frost, but - since "half a leaf 1s better than no 
bread" ~ hounds were sent to the meet With Hunt Servants in full livery, 


where they joined the Senior Master and his wife, who had come to wish 
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the old sportsman many happy returns of the day. It was a delightful 
little tribute to a grand type of the old School which is rapidly dying 


out. 

On Friday, a meet at Upwey provided good sport, 
and the Field, which partook of Mrs Dixon's hospitality at the Manor 
before moving off, were kept galloping for over an hour behind the first 
fox, which broke from the withy-bed nearby. He took a line down the 
Waddon Vale until he had nearly reached Corton, and then he Swung left- 
handed across the railway, past Dairyhouse Copse, to Lorscombe, where 
he turned back for Hewish, giving the Pield an excellent hunt for about 
4O minutes, Unluckily there were fresh Povbe at Hewish, and hounds 
changed several times in the next half hour, finally losing a very 
tired fox near Payne's, It was not a particularly good performance, 
and the Huntsman was glad to get on fresh ground when hounds were 
ordered to draw Buckland Wood. Scent, which haa been very catchy, 
seemed to improve, and they went away from Buckland Wood behina an old 
dog fox who, though he looked as if he had done a bit of work, as he 
probably had, evidently meant business, Heading for Chickerell, this 
new pilot ran over the hill and then swung back right-handed by Culver- 
well into Tatton Copse, Scent was good enough to allow hounds to 
force him through the covert Without a check, and he went on towards 
Nottington in a last attempt to save his brush -— Which he failed to do - 
hounds rolling him over on the edge of the covert, after a very good 
35 minutes. A twisting fox from Dairyhouse Copse ended the day's sport 
by giving the Field an amusing, if somewhat erratic, gallop until he 


was finally marked to ground near Coryates Halt, after a really nice 


50 minutes, 
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Karly in the New Year, the Cattistock Hunt Ball, 


took place - thanks to the Kindness of Lord and Lady Digby ~ at Minterme 


House; a far more fitting Setting for this function, which was attended 
by over 600 guests from all Over the country. The hunt which took place, 
after a meet at Closworth, on the following morning was a great dis-— 
appointment. Mr Dampney's Withy-—bed was blank, and a fox found in 

Major Budden's kale-field, near the Yeovil road, promptly ran to Cliff 
Wood, crossing the swollen river to do go. The river was in full flood, 
and several people got into Serious trouble, while the going on the 

rides inside the covert was almost impossible, and there were several bad 
accidents which marred the day for everyone, Sport continued to be 

well above the average throughout the rest of the season, in spite of 

the fact that we lost ten days! hunting on account of Snow and frost, 

Mr Ruxton and I had Sent in our resignations as Joint 
Masters, (to take effect at the end of the Season) early in the year; 
and it was a sad day for us when hounds met for the last time "to finish 
the season", on Saturday, April L5th, 1939, 

That night, I gave a dinner at Stinsford House to 
twenty-six members of the Cattistock Field who had been especially 
helpful to me during my Mastership,. We had a grand gathering - all 
my Friends, no outsiders, Colonel Chamberlain painted individual place- 
cards for every one of them, and old Captain Digby honoured me With his 
presence and sat - of course — on my right. After I haa proposed the 
King's health, General Cobham Stood up and said some very nice things 
to me; and then I got up, in fear and trembling lest T Should have 


forgotten what I had planned to Say. I am giving that Speech here in 
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full, because, perhaps, nothing which I could write to-day could give 
better thumb-nail Sketches of the prominent members of the Cattistock 


Field, 


"Gentlemen: This is not a formal dinner, nor do I 
Wish it to become SO; but I eannot let this occasion Pass without Saying 
a few words. TI have asked you here to dine With me to-night, because TI 
wanted to thank you personally, and in a less formal manner than will 
be possible when I Say 'Good-bye' to the Country, at the Puppy Show two 
weeks hence, for the many kindnesses you have Shown me during the years 
we have hunted together in the Cattistock Country. There is not one 
of you to whom I do not owe thanks for the measure of success we have 
achieved ~ I say ‘wet because I feel very strongly that, had it not been 
for the loyal Support you have given me, it would have been impossible 
for me -~ a comparative stranger — to have maintained the high standard 
of efficiency which had been set by my predecessor. It was no easy 
task to follow in the footsteps of an international character like 
"Parson' Milne; but, thanks to his kindness and help at the outset, in 
making the way easy for me, I venture to think that we have not failed, 
That is what you did for me, Jack, and whatever our differences, in the 
matter of hound-breeding, I shall never forget it, nor cease to be 
grateful. 

"On my right tonight sits Captain Digby, the oldest 
Sportsman of us all. I am greatly honoured and deeply touched by his 
coming here tonight. His daughter told me, not many days ago, that 
only once in her life could she remember her Father's having dined out - 
and that was when she and her mother had 'dragged' him - as She put it 


to me = to Melbury House on the occasion of the visit of the Princess 
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Royal. tI am proud to have been exalted into such high circles. When 
I first hunted with the Cattistock, twenty-seven years ago, hounds met 


at Wynyard's Gap. It was on that day that I first met Captain Digby, 


and I think it must have been his charm of manner that brought me back 
to the country many years later;- certainly it wasn't 'The Holts’, though 
the 'Parson' killed a fox there that morning. Captain Digby's beard 
was brown in those days,but the cheery greeting that has brightened many 
a day since was the same — Fy to you’, 

In the days when Squire Farquharson hunted all 
Dorsetshire, he was wont to refer to the Lord Ilchester of the day as 
"his very excellent, Staunch, consistant, loyal friend, who had Supported 
him and been kind to him on all occasions and I, coming along a hundred 
years later, find the character of the family unchanged, About ten 
years ago, beofore I had taken the hounds, but not before I had come to 
live in Cattistock, I was fortunate enough to meet Lord Ilchester in 
my own country. It was at a big Race Meeting at Belmont Park, just 


outside New York, where I happenedin those days to be Presiding Steepleche — 


ase Steward, that one of my friends came to me and said:- 'I want to H | 


’ 


introduce you to an anglishman, a member of the English Jockey Club, who 
is here, and I wé&sh you would take him up in the Stand for the Steeple- 
chases', ‘Certainly I will,’ I said, 'Lead me to him,' And he led me 
to the present Earl of flchester, Ever since that day, Lora Ilchester 
has shown me every kindness ana consideration, and although he hasn't 
hunted for many years, he and his family have, as you all know, been 
warm Supporters of the Hunt. Lord Stavordale -— as the only member of 
your family here tonight, may I thank you' for all that you and yours 
have done to make my Mastership an casy and a happy one, 


"And now ' I come to the Army. There are three 
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Generals Sitting at My table here tonight. General Tate, a comparative 
newcomer, who has settled among uS, and is one of that keen set of 
Sportsmen who have come from Beaminster; General Ramsay, who has built 


himself a most charming habitation in Cattistock, and who is — if I may 


use American expressions — not only a great ‘booster! of the Hunt, but 

& most wonderful ‘promoter! of 'side-shows' for the benefit of the general 
public. Witness the matches that were ‘pulled off' under his able 
management a few days since. Nor must I forget my ‘official timekeeper’, 
General Cobham, on whose accurate information TI could always rely, and 
who, like General Ramsay, renewed his youth at Sydling Barn, when they 
rode a steeplechase against each other, Why, if that match had been 
advertised, the traffic on the Yeovil road woulda have been blocked for hour 
that day! Two of them are members of what I always call 'the Beaminster 
colony’, which is officially headed by Colonel Pinney, who has long 

been a pillar of the Cattistock Hunt Committee, and in whose coverts at 
Horn Park, we have found many &@ good fox. Of that colony, too, are Mr 
Wood and Doctor Lake - the former with his bevy of hard-riding daughters 


is one of our best fox-preservers, and if hounds have not more frequently 


, 


hunted a fox in Crabb's Copse, it has been my fault, and not because they 
are not there. Doctor Lake is a very busy man, but he seems to be 
always in the Field when anyone has an accident, and I have often seen 
him off his horse, binding up the wounds of the fal len, when T know it 
would have been easy to look the other way, because 'the pace was too 
good to enquire." It is not your fault, Lake, if my own nose is no 
straighter, 

"But to go back to the Army again - let's see, we were 
at the Colonels, I think, Well - we must not forget Colonel Crawford, 


the Dean of the Friday country, through whose efforts many new areas 
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have been Opened, and many old quarrels with landowners healed — 
Colonel Nixon hasn't been out with us much this year, but he has sent 
ean able substitute in the Shape of his son; and if any of you think 
that his interest in the Hunt has flagged, let me assure you that he 
has helped me this year, as in the past, with many a knOtty problem 
that was too difficult for me to tackle along. And, at the last, I 


come to two other Colonels — one from your country and one from mine; 


without whose devoted services - of which no one knows, except myself = 
the affairs of the Hunt (and mine) would have been in chaos YEarsS ago. 
None of you gentleman here tonight, except perhaps Captain Pass, real- 
izes the time and thought and care that Colonel Clarke has put into 

his work, and no one except myself knows what Colonel Chamberlain has 
done. These place-cards here tonight are his work; but aside from 
things like that, I can assure that you, without his help, I should 
have been hard put to it to have kept the careful Serres that I hope 
some day to hand down to the Hunt. 

"And now the Majors - Hayward, the King of North Perrott, 
and the best man to pick a line across the Cattistock country that we 
have in the Field; Huth, who has done So much to reclaim parts of the ’ 
Frampton Estate, and Allen, with his bevy of pretty girls, all mounted 
on his best. And the Captains - Peter Halswell, who not only lent me 
two of the best horses it was ever my pleasure to ride, during his 
absence overseas, but also acted efficiently as Fiela Master for me, 
when my side-partner was away at the end of last season in pursuit of 
bigger game than foxes; Captain Russell, whose coming to Langdon 
has given the foxes yet another Stronghold; and last but not least, 


Captain Pass. What shall TI Say about him? There are some people, and 
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Captain Pass, like Captain Digby, is one of them, about whom one can 
Say very little, for fear of damning with faint praise. Nothing I can 
Say about Captain Pass would express my appreciation of his unwavering 
and loyal Support, to say nothing of his tactful forbearance, throughout 
the nine years we have worked together, and were it not that T shall 
never see him in another world (so my wife tells me), I am sure I 
Should not even have attempted it this evening. 

"The Royal Navy is represented here tonight by Captain 
Dawson, who often hunts with us in the ola days when he was Stationed 
at Portland, and even now, snatches a day or two from his work to come 
down and see if Sport is really as good as the reports which I telephone 
to him on hunting days woulda indicate; and Admiral Bingham, who is a 
comparatively newcomer, I well remember the first day he hunted With 
uS. We met at Ridge, and he wes riding Captain Digby's little bay cob. 
He took everything as it came - and a good many things that the rest of 
us avoided ~ and I think he must have enjoyed himself; for he came 
back again the next Season, and now he has settled among uS. You all 
know how he has worked to make the country more rideable for all of us, 
and to better the Hunt's relations with the farmers, by whose courtesy 
we hunt. I suppose many of you saw his finish in the Point-to-Point 
three days ago - if you didn't let metell you that you missed Something 
well worth going many miles to see. He made those younger Naval 
Officers look like amateurs ~— but then, you must remember that he is a4 


VC. 


"Doctor Lane has done much for the country, but he never aie 


did a better thing than when he persuaded Doctor Worthington (you will 


a 
i 

Ls 
i; 


forgive me if I call you 'Doctor' in the American manner) to cast in 


his lot with us. Doctor Worthington comes from a long way off, but he | 


has found the sport good enough to hunt with us for many more seasons; 
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Cattistock Hunt History 


and I hope it will be many more before he stops coming here, 

"Robin Wordsworth and I have two great interests in 
common —- we are both fond of foxhunting, and we both like Ayrshire 
Cattle. I can't believe that anyone who likes & cow with as much 
'quality' as an Ayrshire possesses (laugh away, you Scoffers!) can be 
anything but a good man across a country; and in Wordsworth's case, 
I don't even have to try. 

"A good many years ago, when I first came to England 
to hunt, the first pack that I went out with was the Grafton, which 
was then under the Mastership of Charlie McNeill. I wanted to see 
the Grand National, and I asked NeNeill how I had best gO about it. 
"t* Ii te you,’ he said, ‘ask Weatherby. I'll introduce you to 
him; he's out today," And, in due course, he introduced me to a 
black-haired, black-moustached chap, who took me in charge; gave 
me letters to the proper people at Aintree and, in fact, 'fixeaq! 
everything for me - as we Say in America. TI never dreamed then that, 
Some day, we should hunt together, yet, there he Sits - the 'Squire! 
of Frome St. Quintin, 

"And now we come to the "paby' of the party; for I 
Suppose that you, Williams, are the youngest of us all. Your forbears 
have long been supporters of foxhunting, as the following extract 
from The Sporting Magazine of November, 1822, will show:- 'one day 
last week, Mr Farquharson's Hounds met at Foxholes, in the Parish 
of Kingston Russell, where they found a very fine litter. After 
running some time about the coverts, they killed one in Mr Williams's 
garden at Bridehead, They found again immediately in the willow-bed 


Close to Little Bredy, and after running in covert for some time, the 
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Cattistock Hunt History 


fox went to ground in a manner and circumstances that rarely occur in 
that part of the country - the earth-stoppers there being considered 

28S good as can be, and always doing their duty zealously.' Tf think that 
fox must have been the ancestor of the one that disappeared so mira- 
culously in the little withy-—bed last season. 

"And now I come to the last guest at my table - my side- 
partner, who has borne with me for five seasons, and for whose help and 
Support during that time I am most grateful. They say that Joint 
Masterships are the Surest way to destroy friendships - and, from former 
experience, I should be inclined to think that was true - but we seem 
to have survived the test, Tally, and I hope we shall hunt together for 
many more years, both of us - as Stratton put it to me the other day - 
"disguised as gentlemen', 

"And now I've done. Give the new Masters the same 
Support as you've given us, and the future of the pack and the country 
we all love so much is assured. The world is changing fast, but 
hunting must go on - and ean do So if we all put our shoulders to the 
wheel and help in every possible way. Remember that one must always 
cast for'rard - to cast back is unthinkable - and one cannot Stand still, 
To you all my heartfelt thanks for what you've done to help mé; and 
may we hunt together for many years to come, behind the Cattistock 
Hounds," 

The Puppy Show was held on September 27th sand the Young 
Entry was judged by The Duke of Beaufort, Colonel Spence-Colby, and 
Captain Wellesley-—Wesley, three Masters whose judgement was as competent 
as any in England. The Entry was a pleasant Surprise to me, as T haa 
felt that they were below par in quality; but both Beaufort and 


Spence-Colby assured me that the bitches, in particular, were very 
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high-class. Tt was a very bad day - cola and raw, but there were a 
great many people there, among them many visiting Masters of Hounds, 
The awards were as follows:- 


DOGS:- 1. Abelard, by Brandon, '35 ex Abject '35, walked by Mr 


Broadway 
é. Avon, . " Avis '35 " by Mr Bishop 
3. Advocate " " Advent '34 " " wr coombes 
BITCHES:- 1. Russia by Barber '35 Ruddy '34 walked by Miss Olive 
Miles 
2. Arrow " . Artery '35 9 " Mrs Higginson 
3. Rummage ‘8 Rumble '36 " " Miss Olive 
Miles 
COUPLES: - 1. Abeland and Abstract - " Mr Broadway 
2. Avon and Avarice ge! " Mr Bishop 
3. Rudder and Rummage " "Mrs Foster 
Symes 
COUPLE-AND-A-HALF - Blackguard, Blemish, and Blossom,- walked by Mr Jack 
| Hansford 
BEST WORKING HOUND OF THE 1938 ENTRY - Willing "38 “3 " Mr Bryant 
BEST PUPPY OF EITHER SEX IN THE SHOW - Russia - “ " Miss Olive 
Miles, 


After the judging was over, and Mrs Higginson had presented 
the Prizes, the Senior Master extended his thanks to the Puppy Walkers, 
and said that, without their co-operation, it would have been impossible 
to produce a good Entry. The Junior Master, Mr Ruxton proposed the 
health of the Judges, and the Duke of Beaufort in reply, said that he 
always enjoyed coming to the Cattistock to judge the mintry, and that, 
although he had been assisted by two very able Masters of Hounds, the 


judging had been difficult. He praised the Bitches, and said that he 


fi 
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thought they were better than lastyear; and that by the time the 


Season opened, they should be well above the average. Two couple of 
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the doghounds also pleased him very much, although they were very young 
and it took doghounds longer to develop than bitches, In his own 
country, he said, they had had a very good season, and he added:- "Z 
do not think I have ever seen anybody much better at catching foxes 
than my new Huntsman, Holland, who came to me from Cattistock, 

Colonel Spence-Colby, commenting on the Entry, said: 
"T have known for many years past that the kennels at Cattistock 
Sheltered a very beautiful pack of hounds, and I think I can say that 
it is mainly due to the fact that the Cattistock country has been, for 
a great number of years, very fortunate in its Masters; and that they 
have reigned for long periods; because, without that, it is impossible 
to pursue the continuity of policy as regards breeding hounds, Without 
that fixed continuity, it is impossible to expect to produce a really 
fine pack of hounds", 

In introducing Captain Wellesley-Wesley, Mr Ruxton 
Said that the South Dorset country, in its position compared with that 
of the Cattistock was Similar to the position of Germany and Czecho- 
Slovakia. Captain Wellesley-Wesley endorsed the views expressed by 
his co-Judges, and said that he felt sure that the Cattistock would 
have good sport next season - if they were allowed to have any sport at 
alls He agreed that the South Dorset country was "round the corner" 
from the Cattistock country:- but nobody was going to "walk in." 

Captain A. Douglas Pass, the Hon, Secretary of the 
Hunt, then rose and said that he wished to try adequately to thank Mr 
Higginson for all he had done for them, during his Mastership. They 
had been fortunate Cnough to obtain a g00d portrait of Mr Higginson, 
painted by an artist who lived in the County. That portrait was now 


in the Paris Salon, and, he interjected, "it was rather amusing to 
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think of the hard-bitten face of our Master, looking grimly down 


from the walls of the Paris Salon, on all those "undressed women", 


‘When the portrait is returned, it is Proposed to place a plaque under- 


heath it, on which it is Stated that it was "Presented to A.H. 
Higginson, Esqe, April 27th, 1959, by Subscribers and Farmers of the 
Cattistock Hunt, in appreciation of the sport shown during the nine 
years of his Mastership," 

It was a sad day for the Hunt, Captain Pass econ- 
tinued, but they were glad that Mr Higginson was to remain among them, 
He had shown them Splendid sport during the past nine years and they 
had killed 712 brace of foxes. While it was a human failing to 
remember the good days, and forget the bad ones, the bad ones had 
been very few, Besides putting up a good performance in the field, 
his pack of hounds have done quite well "on the flags", continued 
Captain Pass, He had once or twice put up a good show at Peter— 
borough, and he had Swept the board at Aldershot, He was leaving a 
Splendid pack of hounds and many happy memories. The formal presen- 
tation was made by Captain the Hon. Gerald Digby, R.N. 

Mr Higginson expressed his thanks for the presenta- 
taon, and said that the portrait woulda be handed down to his family, 
and would probably some day be hung in the home of his son in New 
England, where his children would look at the face of one of their 
ancestors who Journeyed across the sea in search of Sport, and was 
honoured by the Sportsmen of Old England, Meanwhile, it would find 
an honoured place in his home at Stinsford House. He recalled his 
first Puppy Show, and said that he had no intention then of Staying 


in Dorset so long as he haa done; but as the years went by, he 
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learnt to love Dorset, and his sadness at having to give up the 

hounds was tempered by the fact that he would still be hunting with 
them. "We have made our home here, and here we intend to remain, no 
matter what happens, and share in the fortunes of the country to which 
we have become so attached," he added, 

He had been very fortunate during his Mastership. 
Everyone, from the Earl of Ilchester, the biggest landowner, to the 
farmworkers, had been most kind to him, and he appreciated this 
kindness, 

He went on:= "I took over a wonderful pack of hounds, 
and I have done my best to keep them UDe We have had good luck, and 
today, I can Say with truth that TI have bred every hound in the 
Cattistock kennels, with the exception of two, which were given to me 
by my good friends, the Duke of Beaufort and Earl Bathurst." 

He spoke of the loyal co-operation he had received 
from the Hunt servants,and said that, during his Mastership, hounds 
had been out on 1,88 days; had killed 1,425 foxes, and had marked 
1,434 to ground. This wonderful record was largely due to the help 
of the Hunt Servants, and he referred to Holland, - his right-hand 
man for eight years —- who last year became Huntsman to the Duke of 
Beaufort. During the last year they hunted hounds together on alter- 
nate days, they broke a record which had stood for 35 years, and killed 
104 brace of foxes, and in the following year, Holland killed 100 brace 
by himself. His successor, Fred Gosdon, was, they were all pleased 
to know, staying on with the new Master. For a man who dia not know 
the country, his had been a creditable record. His responsibility in 


the field next year was to be shared by Captain Martyr, who would 
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hunt hounds two days a week, 

In conclusion, Mr Higginson asked the members to extend 
the same welcome and Support to the new Master, Major H.C.C. Batten, that 
they had extended to him. 

Captain Pass said that a few friends had also Subscribed 
together to make a small presentation to the Joint Master, Mr Ruxton. 

In the past, it had not been thé practice to make presentations to Joint 
Masters, but they felt they must mark their appreciation of his work on 
their behalf. He haa put up a lot of money for their sport; he had 

Started the Wire Fund; and on his estate at Melplash Court, he had laid 
out a first-class Hunter Trial course, He asked Mr Ruxton's acceptance 


of a piece of silver inscribed:- "W.v.c. Ruxton, Esq., from Friends of 


the Cattistock Hunt, in appreciation of his five years of Joint Mastership, 


April 1939," 

In reply, Mr Ruxton said that if next winter they were 
allowed to be out hunting foxes, - and not the "Fuehrer", — he hoped 
to be out as much as possible. He had Spent five happy years With the 
Cattistock, and he hoped to remain in the country for the rest of his 
life. 

Thanks from the farmers to the JOint Masters were expressed by Mr 

Dampney of Closworth. 

There is little more to be Said. If the second Great 
World War had not broken out and hunting could have been carried on as 
before, I should have hoped to have hunted regularly with the Cattistock; 
but Fate ordained it otherwise,for the Cattistock ~ like many other Hunts 
- sadly crippled by the conditions which necessarily arose. Captain 
Martyr rejoined his regiment,the Scots Greys, and was of course unable to 


hunt hounds, as he had planned; and though Major Batten Struggled man- 
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fully to carry on as best he could, he was terribly handicapped by 
inexperience and by the lack of Hunt Servants. Moreover, he was a 
very busy man, and what with many new duties which were the natural 
development of the War, he was utterly unable to give the necessary 
time to the Hunt himself, 

And so - it seems to me best to leave this History of 
the Cattistock Hunt, at the end of that period I was familiar. That 
it, like other Hunts, will rise again after hostilities have ceased and | 
the World returns to normal, seems to me assured; for with the 
farmers, as well as with the other dwellers in the County of Dorset, 
foxhunting is in the blood; as has already been proven by the support 


they have given it in these troublous times. 
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APYENDIX A, = RACING 
NG 


AS readers of this book will have noticed, racing, in one form or another , 


has always been of interest to those people who have huntéd with the Cattistock Hon ds 
or in the Cattistock country. In the early days, there were Race Meetings at 
Yorchester and Yeymouth and in the vaddon Vale, near Upwey. as well as in the mre 
Northern portion of what is now the Cattistock Country - near Crewkerne. Often these 
meetings were supported by outstanding personalities of the Cattistock Hunt, and 
the names of such Masters as Mr. Farquharson, Lord Poltimore, Mr Chandos Pole, and 
many others, can be found among the lists of officials, 

These Race Meetings have been described as they occurred, in the text of 
this book, up to the year 19223; but they were, in no sense, officially connected 
with the Cattistock Hunt. It was mainly through the suggestion of Captain T.P.Col- 
ville, Assistant Master to the Reverend ii.A,Milne, that the management of the 
Cattistock Point-to-Point was officially undertaken by the Hunt; and since its 
inception, it hes been held annually - sometimes at one place, sometimes at and her - 
under the Hunt Management, up to the outbreak of the present War, 

During that time, no one has worked harder to make the meeting a sucess 
than Vajor Cecil Hayward, D.S.O., and I recently wrote to him asking him if he could 
tell me any particularly interesting incidents during the twenty years in which he 
was connected with the meetings. Under date of august 13th, 1944, he writes:- 

"Pear Hig: Many thanks for your letter. I think the way you propose to 
deal with the Point-to-Points = in an Appendix - is best, 

"AS regards incidents, etc., to aid my memory, I have looked up my Diary 
which sass cuttings fram The Western Gazette, 

"In 1922, the Great Western Railway ran a ‘Special! fran veymouth to the 
course, whieh was largely patronized, and was a unique eccasion for the Weymouth 
Abbotsbury line, 


"In 1924, 'The Buffs! held their first Regime ntal Race, and their Band was 


in attendance, and was greatly appreciated, They entertained their friends in a Tea 


= ————=<@«6e 
‘ 
~ 
-* 
. 
ma a o wee oo mm. mo 
. . U f 7 
bd e - 
- . 
i oie eam 7 L ? 
- 
4 ‘ ms 
o ; , 
b ty 4 hee os 
. Nes 7 . - 
. 
t ' 7 -~ : 
. . 
} » 
- . , 
7 VW . ‘ - \ - ' 
a . _ 
‘ ' on ‘ 
‘ oe + 
J J » ; 7 l an } 
r © r ¢ 2 
r ’ : . *) 7 ~~ 
- +4 “A ts~ D shee +d - o . b 
+ + c : 
-- ’ r 
- . - + 4. ) : - 
> - ¥ 7 " + sf ~~ r 
J pt “a yA re : - , 
- 
. 
.¢ . ¢ 
i @ SS) . - f ° 
WL 2O0NLe AM 3 cw ; -_ bas 
- 
* 
© i” - = i. 
4 i ‘ 
tT “- { ~ : re tate ae _/ * j -< - “y 
_ bh ahe 
ai ev 
* + \ — 
y Orn yr Ts " ? Oe g 
& = @) es ‘ “ is - a ‘ » § 4 > 


—~seogimgw en ,AdRl .ASEL teu gu. Jeb tedbnU .asrnt Si 
Oe Ghegotc Woy yew ont w~midd I .ustiol + Tot en ; | :ePB teed! 
a ef ~- xibr ik = edntol-—os- in + ditw f 
OAS We qv berlool ever I .yiomem wo bis of ..od2 , 
S278.) iswes! edi 9 ) do 
ens oF Advenye mot '‘Latosac'! ter Lbs are te og! } SSOL mf | 
“Hovemyes en7 161 aotesoce owpias «s saw fri sbeainorteaa vient e 5 f 7 - | 
tL ywdeds 
oe eee Gieis bos .coe Isaiemigeh setit tztens Aled ter y [T), ASOLr af! 
men @ mr Shee rat tieds benisivedde vedT .hedatoeiqcs vitseta esw bre ~eonsbnsttesoi | 
7 bs 4 


Wr US 0. dle ney olin ts tir sin bn wes -0btd snore 


LE RN DVB AAD LLL LEA ALLL APN AANA ABD ta 


tent and we had quite a heave a in spite of the late date = I think it 
was the 24th of April. 

"In 1925, there was a very heavy gale. 'The Buffs! intended to carry out 
& Similar programme to the previous year, and this they did; but unfortunately, their 
Tea tent collapsed. The Hunt's Farmers' Tea Tent, which has always been such an 
important feature of the meeting, was kep on its legs by the unremitting attention 
of a large staff from Yeo Bros., Paull & Co., who supplied the tent, 

"Th 1930, the attendance was estimated at nearly 10,000. This is the only 
figure which I can remember seeing, as regards attendance; but large crowds are often 
mentioned, 

"In 1931, the racing was exceptionally good; there being very close finishes 
in every race, 

"To give you an idea of the growth of the meeting. In 1923, we sold 1394 
Race Cards, and the guests in the Farmers! Tea Tent, by actual count, were 167. In 
1939, the last year that the meeting was held, before the outbreak of hostilities, 
we sold 4,315 Race Cards, and the gests at the Tea tent numbered over 2,000," 

There is little more to add, except perhaps to mention that of recent years, 

the meeting has always been held on the course of Darvole Farm, East Coker, near | 
Yeovils where, owing to the efforts of Major H.C .C Batten, U.S.0., at present Senior | 
Joint Master of the Cattistock Hunt, not only has an excellent course been constreted 
for the competitors, but where there is a very good view from the hill above, whence 
spectators can watch the races, 


A summary of the racing, siince 1922, follows:- 
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L922 
Held on TUESDAY, APRIL Ath, at CORTON FARM, UPWEY, by kind permission of 
Messrs. G, Mayo, F. Mayo, Burridge and Lovett 
JUDGES 
Rev. E.A.Milne, M.F.H., and Major GUNDRY 
Starter 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Scales 
Major H.C .C BATTEN 
Clerk of the Course 
#.B. THRESHER, HSq., 
Hon. Secretary 


Capt. T. COLVILIE 


ist Race end Race 3rd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
& Starters 15 Starters 6 Starters 
1. Capt. Colville's B.g, 1. It. G. Hill's br. g, 1. Mr. F. Moore's beg. 
Jolly Boy Jimmy Wilde Manners 
2. Capt Busk's br. g. 2. Capt. R. Howard's br.ge 2. Mr. F, Bishop's bg, 
Templar Corner Boy | Curious 
4th Race 5th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS RACE ADJACENT HUNT FARMERS! RACE 
2 Starters 7 Starters 
1. Capt. T. Colville's DeSe 1. Messrs. Young & Hellyar's bk.m, 
Changeling (C.H, True Blue (B.V.H.) 
2. Mr. H.D.Osborne's br, g, Le . Young & Hellyar's br.g, 


Billy (B.V.H.) Comber (B.V.H.) 
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923 
Held on TUESDAY, APRIL loth, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission of 
Messrs. Moger, C.F.Denning, E, Newman, Crumpler, Mead, Best, 
Perry, and A.J.Denning,. 
Judges 
Rev. H.A. MILNE and Major GUNDRY 
Starter 
Capt. the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Course 
Major BATTEN, D.S.0. 


Hon. Secretary 
Capt. T,. COLVILLE, M.F.H,. 


lst Race 2nd Race 
VEMBERS!' RACE NAVAL RACE 
6 Starters 23 Starters 
1. lr. L.H.S. Groves! br. g. Rio 1. Lt. Congreve's b.g. Kildare (B.V.H.) 
2. Lt. M. Brind's (R.N.) b.g. Trinity ee Lt.Comdr. P.I.Neville's Leprechaw 
(B.V.H.) 
3rd Race hth Race 
C.H. FARMERS! RACE ADJACENT HUNTS RACE 
10 Starters 5 Starters 
1. Mr. G.A.Budden's b.g. Boxer 1. Capt. Chatterton's b.g. Thistledom 
(Taunton Vale) 
2. Wr. R.C.Tolley's b.m Fly 2. Mr. W.L.Riley's br.g. Caesar, 
(Taunton Vale) 
5th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS FARMERS! RACE 
9 Starters 


1. Mr. Frank Taylor's b.m. Optimist 
(South Dorset) 


2. Mr. Frank Moore's b.g. John Herry 
(B.V.H.) 
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Held on THRUSDAY, APRIL LOth, at NORTH PERROTT, by kind permission of 
Messrs. B.Broughton, W, Broughton, G. Symes, C. Gifford, and W. Smith. 
Judges 
Rev. E.A. MILNE, M.F.H. and Major GUNDRY 
otarter 
Capt. the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Course 
Major HAYWARD, D.S.0O. 
Clerk of the Scales 
Miajor BATTEN, D.S.0. 
Hon. Secretary 
Capt. COLVILLE, M.F.H. 


ist Race 2nd Race | 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL RACE 
7 Starters 1S Starters 
1. Capt. Colville's br.g. Jolly Boy 1. Lt.Comdr. Brind's b.g. Trinity 
2. Gen. Sir R,. Pinney's b.g. Otty <. Comdr. Hastings! br.g. Talismm | 
3rd Race Ath Race hr 
C.H.FARMERS' RACE ADJACENT HUNTS RACE 
5 Starters § Starters P 
1. Mir. G.A. Budden's b.g. Boxer 1. Major M. Radelyffe's beg. Wilden ough 
(South Dorset) 
2. Mir. J.H.Chick's gr.m,. White hagle 2. lir. J.P.Chapman's b.ge Noble Birth . 
(South Dorset) 
5th Race 6th Race i 
THE BUFFS' RACE ADJACENT HUNTS FARMERS' RAGE 
9 Starters 14 Starters ; 
1. Col. Kennedy's br. m. Favourite 1. Mr. F. Taylor's b.m. Optimist ITI i}: 
(South Dorset) ii 
2, " n bem, Fortune 2. Mr. A.J. Philips's ch.g. Starlight 


(Portman) 
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L925 
Held on THURSDAY, APRIL léth, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind Permission of 
Messrs, W.Best, '.D.Corry, J. Crumpler, A.J.Denning, F. Denning, J. Mead, R.J.Moger 
&.J.Newman, H. Newman, and S.J.Perry 
Judges 
Rev. E.A.MILNE, M.F.H., and Major GUNDRY 
Starter 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Course 
Major HAYWARD, D.S.0. 
Clerk of the Seales 
Major BATTEN, D.S.0. 
Hon. Secretary 


Capt. COLVILLE, M.F.H, 


ist Race end Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL RACE 
7 Starters ll Starters 
1. Lord Stavordale's b.g. the Badger 1. Lt. H.W. Williams' ch.m. Silver Lock 
2. Mr. Maurice Cox's br.g. Grasshopper 2. Lt. F.J. Jerome's br.g. The Laprer 
3rd Race 4th Race 
C.H.FARMERS! RACE NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
9 Starters ll Starters 


1. Mr. Edgar Hawkins! b.g. Union Jack III 1. Capt. A. Williams's br.g. Starlight 


2. Mr. F, Bishopss bl.g. Cautios e. Mr. H.M.Arscott's beg. Knocked Out 
5th Race 6th Race 
THE BUFFS! REGIMENTAL RACE ADJACENT HUNTS FARMERS' RACE 
6 Starters 8 Starters 
1, Capt. C.S,Field's ch.g. Tom 1. lir. Norman Andrews! b.g. Well Away(BVH) 
eo lt. C.R.B. Knight's b.g. Tony és lir. A.J. Philips's ch.g. Starligt xy. 


(Portman) 
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1926 


Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 8th, at NORTH PERROTT, by kind permission of 
Messrs. WW. Broughton, C. Gifford, WW. Smith, and G. Symes, 
Rev. E.A. MILNE, M.F.H. and Major GUNDRY 
Otarter 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N, 

Clerk of the Course 

Major C. HAYWARD, D.S.0. 
Clerk of the Scales 

Major H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.O, 


Hon, oecretary 
_..B.THRESHER, HSQ.e 


lst Race znd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
3 Starters 1O Starters 
1. Lady Ilchester's br. g. Dragon l. Mr. E. Nevillie's bk.g. Black Button 
(B.V.H.) 
2e Mr. K.N. Faulkner's bk.m. Stella e. it.Comdr, P. Vivian's dm Ee 
Orange Pip (B.V.H.) 
3rd Race Ath Race 
C.H.FARMERS! RACE NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
1, Starters 3 Starters 


1. Mr. W.H.Willis's ger.g. Persimmon 


Miss Sylvia Spooner's bege Tuesday 


2. Mir. H.E. Gill's ch.g. Paddy 2. Major Lord Digby's b.m, Lady Mary 
Sth Race 6th Race 
THE BUFFS! REGIMENTAL RACE ADJACENT HUNTS FARMERS' RACE 
§ Starters & Starters 


1, Capt. C. Field's ch.g. Tom 
(Cattist ock) 


26 Col. J. Kennedy's bem. Fortune 
(Cattist ock) 


Vr. F, Moore's bk.g. Black Butt on 
(B.V.H,) 


Mr. N. 4ndrews's b.g. Well Away 
(B o¥ oH.) 
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1 a i 
Held on THURSDA Y, APRIL 7th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission of 
Messrs. W. Best, J. Crumpler, A.J.Denning, F, Denning, W.D.Dunning, H. Newman, 
‘.C.ialden, Jalbridge, Hayes, and Ferry. 
fev. H.A. MILNE, M.F.H. and Major GUNDRY 
Starter 
Captain the Hon. GHRAID Piger, RN, 
Clerk of the Course 
Major H.C.C.BATTEN, D.S.0, 
Clerk of the Scales 


Major C. HAYWARD, D.S.O, 


Hon. secretary 


lst Race, | 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
5 Starters 15 Starters 
l. Mr. K.W. Falkner's bk.m. Stella Ly Ries A.W.Nicholson's b.g. Irish Lad 
(Cattist ock) 
2. Lord Vigby's b.m. Lady Mary <. lt Comdr. J. Dove's br.g. Greek Star 
(B.V.H.) 
3rd Race 4th Race 
C.H.FARMERS! RACE NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
6 Starters 13 Starters 
1. Mr. Roy Heslop's b.g. Sober Wisdom 1. Mr. H. Knight's br.g. Starlight XXII 


(New Forest ) 


2 Mr. H.E. Gill's ch. g. Paddy 2. lr. F.C. Peirce Grove's beg. 
Vance of Death (Taunton Vale) 


5th Race, i 
ADJACENT HUNTS! FARMERS' RACE 
9 Starters 


1. Mr. N.E. Richard's b.g. Well Away 
(Portman) 


2, lr. N.B.Richards's b.g, Land Mark (B.V.H.) 
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1928 
Held on THURSDAY, APRIL l2th, at NORTH PERROTT, by kind permission of 
Messrs, W, Broughton, C. Gifford, W, omith, and G, Symes, 
Judges 
Rev. E.A. MILNE, M.F.H., and Major J. GUNDRY 
Starter 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Course 
Major C. HAYWARD, D.S.0, 
Clerk of the Seales 


Major H.C.Cc. BATTEN, D.S.0. 


Hon. secretary 


lst Race and Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
& Starters 16 Starters 
1. Mr. H.A. Hirst's big. Golden Image 1. It. B. Vesey's b.g. jell Away 
(Sparkford Vale, 
2. Lord Yigby's ch. g. Nationalist 2. lt. Comdr. G.T. Scott's ch.g. 
Columcille (Hampshire) 
3rd Race, 4th Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
ll Starters 8 Starters 
1. \rs. Hopwood's b.g. Snarlepow 1. Mr. H. Sprake's ch.m. Mayfair 


(Taunton Vale) 


a Hon. Rk. Digby's ch.g. Harly English <o Mr. F.C.Symes's bm, Silver Kiss 
(Cottesmore ) 
5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! MAIDEN RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS" RACE 
12 Starters 12 Starters 
| 
1. Mr, Hopwood's b.g. Waverly II (BVH) 1. Mr. R. Brake's b.g. Well Away (BWH.) 
4 
2. Lord Yigby's br.m. Lady Mary e. Mr. H. Miller's b.g. Chesters 


(Cattistock) (South Dorset ) 
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1929 
Held eh THURSDAY, APRIL lith, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COK"R, by kind permission 
of Messrs. W.Best, J, Crumpler, A.J.Denning, F, Denning, ‘/.D.Dunning, H.E. Hayes, 
H. Newman, S. Perry, i. C, valdon, and Valbridge, 
Judges 
Rev. H.A. MILNE, M.F.H., and Major GUNDRY 
Starter 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 
Clerk of the Course 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.0, 
CLERK OF THE SCALES 
Major C. HAYWARD, D.S.O. 
Hon. Secretary 


E.B.THRESHER, Esa. 


lst Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
8 Starters 7 Starters 
1. ir. J.A.E, Hirsts's ch.g. Royal Mint IT 1. Sub-Lt. P.Francis's chem. Shady Past 
| (B.V.H.) ? 
2. Major Lord Yigby's ch.g. Bad Earl 2e Mid.B.Vesey's b.g. Sunshine (B.V. H.) 
3rd nace 4th Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
7 Starters 6 Starters 


1. Mr. H.dnight's b.g. Stonelaing 
(Hampshire) 


2e Mr. H.Knight's b.g. Snow Village 
(New forest) 


5th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! MAIDEN RACE 
7 Starters 


l. Mr. C.G.Benson's bem, Columbine 
(Taunton Vale) 


2» Maj.Gen Alexander's b.g. Go Canny 
(Cattist ock) 


1. Mr. F.C.Symes's bem. Silver Kiss 


2. lr. G.D. Heslop's b.m. Triple Grace 


6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS' RACE 
6 Starters 


1. Mir. H.Miller's b.g, Chesters 


(South Dorset ) 


2. Mir. A.J. Philips's ch.eg. Starlight 


XXIV (Portman) 
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£93 0 
Held on TUESDAY, APRIL loth, at NORTH PE 
Bsa, P 


Judges 


Rev. E.A. MILNE, M.F.H.. and Major J. 
3 3 os 


Starter 


Captain the Hon. GERAID DIGBY, R. N. 


Clerk of the Course 
LL RS eR eC 


Maj or ¢. HAYWAI 3 Dd. S ° O. 


Clerk of the Scales 
otc OF Oe ocales 


It-Col J. B. BATTEN, 


Hon. Secretary 
commana tinehnstindneep since oer nie 
Major H.C ale Py BATTEN, D so ir 


lst Race 
MEMBERS! RACE 
5 Starters 


1. Capt J.E.A. Hirst's b.g. Golden Image II 


2. lord Stavordale's ch.g. Carnegie 


3rd Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
6 Starters 


1. ir. H. Knight's b.g. Stromelaing 
(Hampshire ) 


2. Mr. C.C. Wood Homer's ch.eg. Rufus 
(South Dorset ) 


5th Race, 
ADJACENT HUNTS! MAIDEN RACE 
6 Starters 


1. ir. E.G. Dorse's b.g. Canopeum 
(Taunton ValeQ 


2, Capt. N.E.Gore Langton's chem, Carwin 
(Taunton Vale) 


RROTT, by kind permission of Hei. Hos kyng 


and Messrs. ii, Broughton, C. Gifford, W. Smith, and C. Symes, 


D. S. 0. 


GUNDRY 


2nd Race 
NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
lil Starters 


Mrs. A, Edwards's b.g. Robin IV 


(B.V.H.) 
\wr e W.R Aust in ' S b 2 &e Harkaway (B.VH 
hth Race 
C.H.FARMERS!' RACE 
3 Starters 
ir. F.C.Symes&és bem. Silver Kiss 
Mr. Heslop's ch.g. The fiddler 


6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! FARWERS' RACE 
10 Starters 


Mr. H. Miller's b.g. Chesters 
(South Dorset) 


Mir, W.S.Edwards's ch.eg. Irish 
Flier (B.V.H.) 
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2951 
Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 16th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission 
of Messrs. , Best, J, Crumpler, A.J. Denning, F. Denning, #.0.Dunning, H. Newman, 
Je Perry, W. Walden, R, Walden, and J, Wallbridge, 
Judges 
Rev. E.A. MILNE, M.F.H. and Major J. GUNDRY 
Starters 
Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R. N, 
Clerk of the Course 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN and Major C. HAYWARD 
Clerk of the Seales 
It. Col. J. B. BATTEN, D.S.0O. 


Hon. Secretary 


Major H.C.C.Batten, D.S.0, 


ist Race end Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
& Starters 5 Starters 
1. lord Stavordale's br.g. Rex IV 1. Capt. G.D. Heslop's ch.eg. Fiddler 
(Cattist ock) 
2. Lord Stavordale's ch.eg. Carnegie 2. lr. S.J. Hellyarts br.g. Field 
Marshall (B.V.H.) 
3rd Race, Ath Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS' RACE 
7 Starters 5 Starters 
1. Maj. G. Phipps Hornby's ch.g. l. Mr. H, Vickery's bem. Spotless 


Cuchlain (Cottesmore) 
2. lr. F.C.Symes bem. Silver Kiss 
2. Mr. K.S.D, Vingfield—Digby's DeSs 
Greenhorn (B.V.H.) 


5th Race, 6th Race 
10 Starters 6 Starters 
1. Mr. Kk. Cox's bem. Mary Ann (1. Mr. H. Miller's b.g. Chesters (S.D.) 
( 
2. Mr. E.G.Dorse's bg.b. Swallow (2. Mrs. A. Edward's ch, &- irish Flier 
(Taunton Vale) ( (Dead Heat ) (B.V.H.) 


3 Mr. C.E.Tory's cheg. Marble 
(South Dorset ) 
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Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 14th, at NORTH FER 


ROT, by kind permission of Messrs, 


H.W.W.Hoskyns, tsq., C. Gifford, T.C. Paull, and W. Smith 


Judges 


Rev. 


Starter 


Gu. A. MILNE, M.F.H. and Major J.GUNDRY 


Captain the Hon. GERALD DIGBY, R.N. 


Clerk of the Course 


Major C. R, HAYWARD, 


Clerk of the Seales 


Lt-Col J.B.BATTEN, 


Joint Hon. Secretaries 
SOR OSCTevaries 


se Gel. ae B. 


lst Race 
MEMBERS! RACE 


7 Starters 


1. Mr. K.S.D.Wingfield—Digby's 
b.g. Greenhorn 


2 Lord Stavordale's br.g. Rex IV 


3rd Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
6 Starters 


1. Maj. J.F.B.Combe's ch.g. Decent Fellow 
(Warwickshire) 
2. Mir. T. Hanbury's br.g. Canrobert 


5th Race 
DJACENT HUNTS! MAIDEN RACE 
S Starters 


1. Capt. A.L.Palmer's b.g Vital 
(Sparkford Vale) 


2. Mr. E.G.Dorse's gr.g. Swallow 
(Taunton Vale ) 


Di c8es@, 


D se Os 


1. 


BATTEN, D.S.0., and Major H.C.c, BATTEN, D.S.O, 


2nd Race 
NAVAL ATLANTIC FLEET RACE 
17 Starters 


Comdr. J. Creswell's beg. Carra- 
holly (Cattist ock) 


hr. S.J. Hellyar's br.m. Diamond 
(B.V.H.) 


Ath Race 
C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
4 Starters 
Nr. Foster Syme's b.g. Mint JulLip 
Mr. R. Bryan's bem Scalded Cat 
6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! FARMERS' RACE 
i Starters 


ly. H, Miller's b.g. True Friend 
(South Dorset) 


2. lir. E.P.Lock's ch.g, Gatekeeper 


(Taunton Vale) 
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Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 20th, at DARVOLE FARM, BAST COKER, by kind permission 
of It.Col and lirs.,Heneage, and Messrs. |). Best, J. Crumpler, A.J.Dening, F. Dening, 


V.D.Dunning, H. Newman, J. Perry, J. \ialbridge, and Messrs. Walden &: Sons, 


Judges 
REV. E. A. MILNE and Major J. GUNDRY 
Starter 


y 


He i. Weatherby, Esq, 


Clerks of the Course 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN » D.S.O. and LORD STAVORDAIE 
Clerk af the Scales 
Lt.Col. F. NIXON, D.S.0, 


Hon, Secretary 


Ma jor |; at We BATTEN, D5 oie 


| helenae diiee aan 


ist Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACH | NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
7 Starters 16 Starters 
1. Mr. B. Pinney's br.m. Landgirl V, 1. Mr. A.E.Berry's beg. Joby II 


(Surrey Union) 
2. Capt. J.F.S. Bullen's er. g- Swallow IV <. Mrs. E.W.B. Sims's br. g. Monners 
Extra (Beaufort ) 


3rd Race Lth Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C. H. FARMERS! RACE 
& Starters 5 Starters 
1. Sir Alfred Slade's ch.g. Patron 1. Mr. H.J.Jones's ch. m, Ballyhoe II 
Minuet (Col. Spence-Colby's) 
2. Mr. T. Hanbury's br. g. Canrobert 2. Mr. R.C. Tolley's ch.m, Lady Airman. 
(South Dorset) 
Sth Race, 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! MAIDEN RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS! RACE 
7 Starters 8 Starters 
1, Mr. H.H.David's ch. g. Jester 1. Mr. C.E.Tory's cheg. Marble II 
(Taunton Vale) (South Yorset ) 
2. Wr. A. Brake's br. g. Glorious Devon 2. Mr. H. Miller's beg. Chesters 


(B.V.H.) (South Dorset ) 
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1934 
Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 19th, at DARVOLE PARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission 
of Lt.Col and Mrs. Heneage, and Messrs, WW, Best, J. Crumpler, A.J.Dening, F, Deing, 
'.D.Dunning, H. Newman, J, Perry, J. Walbridge, and Messrs. Walden &% Sons. 
Judges 
Rev. E. A. MILNE and Major J, GUNDRY 
Starter 
BM. WEATHERBY, Esq, 
Clerks of the Course 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.0. and LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerk of the Seales 
It. Col. Fergus NIXON, D.S. 0, 


Hon. Secretary 
Major H.C.C, BATTEN, DS Ab 


ist Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
10 Starters ll Starters 
1. Mr. W. Halswell's b.g. Humbledon 1. Mr. A.C.Clarke's b.g. Clonmell (BVH ) 
2. Capt. C.E.A. O'Callaghan's b.g. <. Mr. E.W.B. Sims! bsrn.g. Ten Bob 
Little Tich (Beaufort ) 
3rd Race 4th Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C. H. FARMERS! RACE 
12 Starters 2 Starters 


1. Mr. E.W.W. Vailey's ch.g. Little Briton 1. Mr. H.d.Jones! ch.g. Cape Wrath 
(B.V.H.) 
ee Mr. W.H. Willis's beg. Twilight 
2. Mr. W, 4dams bl.g. Kingsfurse (Mendip) 


5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS' LADIES' RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS' RAGE 
6 Starters 12 Starters 


1. Capt G.D.Heslop's ch. g. Drakar (B.V.H.) 1. Mr. A. Brake's b.g, Surgeon Major 
(B.V.H.) 
2. Lady Ilchester's ch, m. Margot 
(Cattist ock) 2. Mr. J. King Brain's cheg. Sonny Boy 
(B.V.H.) 
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1935 
Held on SATURDAY, APRIL 13th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission of 
Lt.Col. and Mrs, Walker Heneage, and Messrs, A.J.Dening, 4.D.Dunning, dH. Newman, 
and J. Walbridge, 
Judges 
Major C.R. HAYWARD, D.S.O. and Rev. #.A.MILNE 
otarter 
LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerks of the Course 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.O., and LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerk of the Scales 
it. Col, Fergus NIXON, D.S.0, 


Hon. pecretary 
Major H.C.C. BATTEN, B60. 


lst Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
10 Starters 8 Starters 
1. Mr. V.V.C.Ruxton's br.m. Battlecat 1. Mr. R. Brake's b.g. Limerick Boy II 
B.V.H.) 
2. Lord Stabordale's ch. m, Margot 2. Mrs. Holford's bag. Pelham 
(B.V.H.) 
3rd Race 4th Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
ll Starters 2 Starters 
1. Vr. T.D. Corpe's b.g. Foxtrot VI 1. Mr. R. Bell's ch.eg. Robin 
(Mendip) 
2. Mr. A. Brake's b.ge Surgeon Major 2. Mr. H.J.Jonests ch.eg. Cape Wrath 
(B.V.H.) ‘ 
5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! LADIES! RACE ADJACENT HUNTS! FARMERS! RACE 
9 Starters 10 Starters 
1. Mrs. Isaac Bell's (14 lbs .ex.) cheg, 1. Mr. P.S.Tory's bem. Irish Bridget 
Iliad (B.V.H.) (South Dorset) 
2. Capt G.D.Heslop's (7 lbs ex.) ch.g, 2. Mr. P.C.Tory's b.m. Susanne 


Drakar (Sparkford Vale Harriers) (South Vorset ) 
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Held on THURSDA Y, APRIL 16th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permiss ion 


of Lt.Col and “rs, Walker Hene ge and Messrs. A.JDening, W.D.Dunning, H. Newman, 


and J. wWalbridge, 


Judges 


Major C. R. HAYWARD, D.S.0, and Rew. E.A. MIINE 


Starter 


LORD STAVORDAILE 


Clerks of the Course 


Major H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.O. and Lord STAVORDALE 


Clerk of the Seales 
btn Sh db At” Ss 


Lt. Gol. Fergus NIXON, D.S.0, 


Hon. Secretary 


Maj. H.C.C. BATTEN, D.S.0, | 


lst Race 
MEMBERS! RACE 
6 Starters 


1. Mr. W.V.C.Ruxton's br.m. Battlecat 


2. Mr. W Halswell's b.g. Hunbledon, 


3rd Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE 
6 Starters 


1. Mr. A. Brake's b.g. Surgeon Major (B.V.H.) 

2. Mr. H.A. Tiark's b.g. Soliman's Ring(Mendip) 
Sth Race, 

ADJACENT HUNTS! LADIES! RACE 


6 Starters 


1, Miss Viana Bell's (14 lbs. ex.) br.m, 
Margery Daw III (B.V.H.) 


2. Capt. G.D.Heslop's ch.g. Drakar 
(Sparkford Vale Harriers) 


2nd Race 
NAVAL HOME FLEET RAGE 
9 Starters 


l. Lr. P.S. Francis's ch.g. Philip 
(B.V.H.) 


ke Sub-It J. Streatfeild's Define 
Putois (Sparkford Vale Harriers) 


hth Race 
C.He FARMERS! 
3 Starters 


RACE 


1. Mr. H.J.Jones's b.ge Pendamr 


2. Mir. W.H.Willis's beg. Gay Boy 
6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! FARMORS! RACE 
8 Starters 


1. Mir. F.N.Terry's cheg. High Laced 
(South Dorset) 


2 Mr. P.C.Tory's b.m. Suzanne 
(South Yorset) 
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Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 15th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission 


of Lt.Col. and Mrs. Walker Heneage and Messrs, A.J.Dening, \/.D.Dunning, H. Newman, 
and J. Walbridge, 
Judges 
It.Col. J. B. BATTEN, D.S.O., and Rev. B.A. MILNE 
LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerks of the Course 
Ma jeeHee@ 0. BATTEN, D.S.0., and LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerk of the Scales 
Lt.Col Fergus NIXON, D.S.0, 


Hon. Secretary 
Masioh.6.6. BATTEN, D.S.0. 


lst Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
9 Starters 12 Starters 


1. Capt. “alswell's b.g, Mié@lleray's Bluff is It.Col. X.G.Sturges's cheg, Padly 
O'Neill (Crawley & Horsham) 


<e Mr. C.R.Vordsworth's br.g. Fmpey 2. Sub-Lt. R.C.Beatty's bem. Alana 
(Sparkford Vale Harriers) 
3rd Race Ath Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
12 Starters 6 Starters 


l. Mr. A. Brake's beg, Surgeon liajor (B.V.H.) 1. Mr. H.J.Jones's ch.eg. Cape Wrath, 


e.lir. B. Van Cutsem's b.g. Orbit (Beaufort) 2. Mr. C..Briant's cheg. Come Again IT 


5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS' RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS! RACE 
13 Starters 4 Starters 


1. Mr. H.J.Jones's br.g. Billy V, (B.V.H.) lL. Mr. H. Miller's br.g. Correct 
(South Dorset) 


2. Mr. B. Van butsom's br.g. Recover 2. Capt. G.C, Heslop's ch.g, Claph ane 
(B.V.H.) (Sparkford Vale Harriers) 
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Held on THURSDAY, APRIL 2lst, at DARVOLE FARM, HAST COKER, by kind permission 


of Lt.Col. and Mrs. Walker Heneage and Messrs, A.J.Dening, i.D.Dunning, H. Newnan, 
and J. Walbridge. 
Judges 
Major C.R. HAYWARD, D.S.O. and Rev. E.A.MILNE 
Starter 
LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerks of the Course 
Major H.C .C BATTEN, U.S.0. and LORD STAVORDAIE 
Clerk of the Scales 
Lt Col Fergus NIXON, D.S.0, 


Hon. Secretary 


lst Race 2nd RACE 
MEMBERS! RACE NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
6 Starters LO Starters 
1. Mr. P.E.Langford's b.m. Irish Collem 1. lt. D, Drysdale's ch.g. Thelmond 
Surrey Union) 
2. Mr. P.H. Hugh's b.g, Ballymonty 2. Comdr. J.W. Farquhar's ch.m, 


Elucidate (South Yorset) 


3rd Race | Ath Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H.FARMERS! RACE 
9 Starters 4, Starters 
l. Mr. W.F.Sellick's Deg. Fouquet (Tiverton) Ll. Mr. H.J.Jones's b.g, Pend omer 


2. Mr. A, Brake's beg. Surgeon Major (B.V.H.) 2, Mr, W.H.Richards's b.g. Vharles 


5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMERS' RAGE 
9 Starters 3 Starters 
. 
1. Mr. H.W.Dufosee's br.g. Drin Royal 1. Mr. H. Millerts br.g. Correct ' 
(7 lbs ex) (B.V.H.) (South Yorset ) i 
2. Mr. H.J.Jones's br.m, Kitty O'Mally 2. Mr. “.W.Tory's beg. Stage Coach 


(7 lbs ex). (B.V.H.) (South Dorset) 


oe’ 2, OR ay, . . 


— 
- 
_ 
_ 
’ 
5 . 
. 
e _ 
© . 
- 
7 
- 
. 
* 
. 
+ 
- - 
‘ e 7 . _ 
, : 
. . 7 
7 . 
‘ * 
. - bad 
- 
« - 
7 
. 
. 
. 
. * 
. 
‘ 
e . 
z 7 
7 
7 
. 


20 3 8 


Held on THURSDAY, APRUL 20th, at DARVOLE FARM, EAST COKER, by kind permission 
of Lt.Col and “rs. «alker Heneage and Messrs. A.J Dening, /.D.Dunning, H. Newman 
and J. Walbridge. 
Judges 


Major C. R. HAYWARD, D.S.O. and Rev. E.A.MILNE 


_— 


Starter 
LORD STAVORDALE 
Clerks of the Course 
Major H.C.C, BATTEN, D.S.0. and LORD STAVORDAIE 
Clerk of the Scales 
[t.Col Fergus NIXON, D.S.0O, 
Hon. Secretary 


hia j e H Pm * s ¢ e BATTEN, 3) a e O e 


ist Race 2nd Race 
MEMBERS' RACE NAVAL HOME FLEET RACE 
9 Starters il Starters 
1. Mr. George Dennis's b.g. Dun Ball 1, it. John Ingrams's br.g. Vicbory 


(B.V.H.) f 
2. Cpt. P, Vivian's br.g. Bastern Gleam 


2. Lt. A. Ingram's b.m. Compass (BVH) 


3rd Race, hth Race 
NOMINATION OPEN RACE C.H. FARMERS! RACE 
15 Starters 5 Starters 
1. ir. G. St.C. Pilcher's br.g. The Monk 1. Mr. H.J.Jones's b.g. Pendomer 


(Devon & Somerset Staghounds) 
é. lir. WW.H.Richards's b.g. Charles 
2. Capt, T.C.Williamson's ch.g. Mountgorry 


(Cattist ock) 
5th Race 6th Race 
ADJACENT HUNTS! LADIES! RACE ADJACENT HUNTS' FARMBSRS! RSE 
7 Starters 6 Starters : 
1, Mr. H.J.Jones's br.m. Kitty O'Mally | 1. Mr. H. Miller's br.g. Correct 
(1, lbs. ex.) (Cattistock) (South Dorset ) 


2. Mr. A.P.Sandford-Wills's ch.g. The Knocker 2, Mr. A. Brake's bg, Surgeon Major 
(B.V.He) (B.V.H.) 
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